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reel of i nrfetiqg irit i<kSi»^ 
ODomic i^rBeoaeiit irith'lhe' 
Pftlyrihian Libenfion Or- 
gesiaalioii, yeiH 

tentey that h be TCsmtteiL-' 
Arafat said zt a Parig W cwM. 
Bank donars’ meef^ on: 
the West wnrf 0asa 

the autoikiinGais Pat 
cstinun areas-'were loiong- 
$7 million a d^ becane ctf 
Israel’s tb'\clbw 

diem off last IM wa m y’ 
bomb aWarJiu le la i ma t 
nuUtanls took pfiice 
dmcounny. ...*.. <_ 

' ,*nK economic 

signed whh' Isradra Pari* ,-' 

Andat said, was bas^ ' on 

two Dt iucijJek : a Palwa i ii im i 

I wakfbcce in Israd flnit was 
90,000 stnmg bt 1993. and. 
fiaedom of .movement fat 
btckindoals and . goods to 
and from Gaza mid the 
WeaBanL ... 

Isir die last 30 n^irih*; 
Israel has violated tins ac- 
cord Amogh ' . defiberate 
methods, proee din al devices 

and aTry 

acccnl (tf^iis mMimij, fram. 
and ctmtmnf^ Aiafit said hi 
a apeedi . ideased -Iqr -.dm 
FLO'S Fans ofiBce. 


jd room for war’ 

FreisMeht Mu^ that the alternative to Middle East peace will be a new cycle of violence 



. Red destt Hosni Midiarak^said yrateid^ diat' ifesiate die 
; bBii^'sta le iiMie, fliera could be i» .mbsdmte.ttf.m^res s 
.(owaids a. 'co8agadieim.ve pem Jh-die bfidme p«m«- 
.:Wanm^ dm dm diemativo woold be a fieesh .oodneak 
'-.triideDGB,'''>ifadiarak said .a global todement.-sbonld be 
. based oil: flte lestondon of dw .ndds 'of dm FBlesthdaitt: 
. '.and' bra^s vndxfaiawal from Gtdah Hd^ls and . 
.SODAen'Ldmnao. . 

.^Addressmgfbe.gaDera] secr eta ria t of dm Arab Joomal- 
tala Fbdendoo, vdmm be'xeoei^ at his Heliopolis of- 
.fic^Mdrandi describedpeace as a stxtfqic otgeeim. *1t 
is natoral ^we dmakl face, some difiteih- negotiations 
bat detennmaiioB to m a jnstandcom p idieascve 
pearaj^ndd oever.waver,** hesakL 
Uhe ahmsBttive to jmacie Would be ^cknee ahd'tenoF^ ' 
ini^'-iibc mbdmr regit^ ’’Ihera can be no siib- 
. sdiiiie to peacB'and'jaaddng.pcpgrihs ak^ pmh.of 
r^cdto iriiedier.dmalates of dm.regioii are 
ra^qi'wiA dos m not," he said. nnKse is no Toom foir 
wv or agpesBoo. We ^ve repratedly. wamed'dat die 
allBuiadvetoimumuncWwarhttdmvudeoceaiidtBfTor- 
ism winch wSt-be mdeashed .dm opiness^ forces."^ 
''•AidmdabeottfaefriiindalicHgbfacoii^iijMMsivepiaBce, 
Mtdmrak OBihaed there pre^dnAions: ^rast, dm liest^ ■ 
don of the ngfru of the pelesdnians and inqdqxmothig 
fim'.pnvidiisfy^bonehidBd. iagrem winch wili pve 
xise.to adinyflB of confidence is sriddi a solndod^.iSf- 


ficblt issbes sodi as Jenisalem and dm [Jewish] settle- 
meals be reach^ Second, the recovery of dm Golan 
■ in acconfance vdih dm pHn^i* of tra&ig land for 
peace, red thhd, wididrawal fiw LelHUiML'’ 

**niis is dm leading to peace," Mubarak said. "Tbe 

. iestt a atioa of rigbtt is dm guarantee for a jost and 
cmi^iehresive peare" 

. Going into spedfics, Mubarak said dm Fslesdnian- 
. Israeli n^otiadoDS over dm West .Bank town of Hdsxm 
were deadlocked over Israel’s riemanii for dm right of 
' *hot puamt’. AIlowiQg dm laaeBs such a ri^ would 
*^give rise to, an wt^w*^***" audwrity *** is higher rtian 
. dm Pdestioian Anthority and arete a climate d tenaon 
dial undermines stidriE^," Mubmak inaiisaixmd. "Hm 
Patesdnian Audiority should be in cha^ of security 
and sboold dischaige-.xls legiri ngihiMriag in d^ commc- 
tioo." : . 

. Anodmr stickmg'pi^ in dm negotiadons is the Israeli 
' demand dmt Pderis^ pofire cany mdy patds, radier 
itiMi antomadc' rifl^ ‘'Ibis ineqiiali^ is armament 
would create an imbalaDce that would create mai^ secnr- 
iQr . problems," be said. 

Doiii^ a visit to dm Suez Canal togjon on Ttmsd^, 
Mubarak mentiooed a diird piotdem wifli dm n^o< 

. tiatiois, diat of Al-Shohada Street , in Hdbroii, ^iriudi Is- 
' reel wants restricted to Jemsh setdeis.. Mubarak coui- 
-panM dm demaiid to agmrdmid in dm old Soudi Africa. 


Mubarak was visitiqg dm area to xnangurate dm thud of 
a group of four under the Suez tfaroogh 

wfaicb water frran dm Nile win be channelled to reclaim 
land in dm S^ Desert "For the first ij™ in history, the 
Nile wators will readi Sinai, leading to the devdc^umnt 
of new agricnltural and mduarial ccmmnnides," be said. 
‘This win be die starting point for a new demogtqibic 
m^, srith which Egypt wu enter dm new miliedum." In 
dm meandme, be added, another giant project would be 
laundmd in dm southwest of dm countiy to ebanMi water 
ftom. the TosW Dqsession to irrigale land in dm West- 
ern Desert’s New Valley. 

Asked what he dioogto of dm Americen veto blocking 
Bouteos CEiali’s re-efecdcai for a secmd ttnn as UN sec- 
retary-genei^ Mubarak commenled: Tt seems that dm 
world Older is exercising a sper^ Qpe of democracy." 

hi zemxmse to another question cm a British ptpo sa l 
for dm establisbnmnt of a security orgamsadcm for the 
Middle East ai^ the ^dhenanean, Mtdmrak said any in- 
itiative of this sort "should come from the states of the re- 
gion and not from outside iL” 

Mubarak affirmed the imponance of Arab sc^idatity 
and Bnahtfariiiiig close ^c^cal, economic and so^ in- 
' ter>Axab reladc^ ^Divisions a^ (fifierences are a syno- 
nym for loss," be said. 

He also affirmed frith in democracy and a fire press 
*in sriucfr opinkms may differ but dm sight of and 
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Three and 

do^'icmsbcye^y ' 
Ai-Ahi^. Weekfyp^ now, 
cfaim a hentage — a. 
ve^ brief ora> all its . > 
own. Our Toots^ back 
much furtfieri however, 
and to mark the occasim^ 
wededded.tat^ bur . / 
readers back a coupla ot 
huRnciFed years, Iha 

histoiy of 

i'-. -i. -ir %'■'.• 


Gontrib^rs and leadei^^ 
offer Idnd commerits,^i^ 
on page 4 of the ' 
supplement, we pon ^ 
views of more reacieFs. : 
For our part, we picked a 
numberof pages 
(reproduced in miniature} 
which offer a fair glimpse 
at the Ja^ 299: issues^ 




Egypt’s mtaest is cot lost" Ihe role of dm press in dm 
Arab world should be unite and not dhnde, to raDy 
Arab public c^jiiuon and not fragment it We should riuw 
respect for the leaden and oadonal symbols of the Arab 
world..." 

Mubarak said Egypt wanted to protect the interests of 
the Sudanese people, despite last year's abodive attetopt 
on Us life in Addis Ababa which he Mamed <m dm Khar- 
toum governmenL "Sudan desperately needs to mnhiiig* 
its capaUfities and matrftal its energies to ensure a better 
futnre for the childreD of the Sudanese petqde," Mubarak 
said. "Although dm Sudanese ^rvemment toMc acdcm 
against Egyptian interests in Siidm, wUdi were designed 
primarily to serve the interesQ of Sudan hself, such as 
educaticni and wri gatinn, dm thought of baniniig Su- 
danese interests never crossed our minds." 

There had been no progres s towards improving Egyp- 
dan-Sudanese reladons, Mubarak a meet- 

ing between hniMelf and Sudanese President Oinar Al- 
BasUr that took place on the sidelines of last summer^s 
Arab summit in Cairo. 

Mubarak also said that the Middle East/Nortb Africa 
economic coopendon croference. held last week in Cai- 
ro, "achieved a snccess that is m a par with the rize and 
wd^t of Egypt as a pivoul state in the region.” 

h&rmadon Minister Safwat El-Sberif bribed rqxirte fs 
00 Mubarak’s commems to dm Arab journalists. 




■ *?tei rap a|Wjiaiareiisnaliy vrind^^ flm 
oiriside wnicU. vjew frran redh diff^ 
tHmecdb^tofim ftoqgle vriodi^ 
soiM Aoar poidifr^b^ 

- odhera atEMri ■Mtennioc^^ . 

V uniqite' in d^ 

window'dridd^ ]iridcfa ' 

’Innaiki^'inirife views,. 

idK^lanAeiMirQiidStisriD 

oCyptricM apdatenrai Kb.* ' 

'MohankMl 
Hassanein Heifcal 


"AMAnns Vedc^isiniiqDe ofits keod. It has a 
ranaxludife Avasity of vnitere and r^akms, aD of 
threi preseoted wl& ani eye re borii infornring and 
bdpfaig its readtts to nBAastaud (he conqdeAties A'tiie 
credenqioraiy Ai^ weald; U is em 
JE^ypt Hsdfr.iwotlmr Bqfish (or tor that matt^ 
ArAiiO las^jnage'weddy is so M material about 

politiC8yp(^piibrcMinDrothear^iddB,ciiiriB^ - 
ecenoinfia and sodU fiG^iribOfriaSiNrdii^ Bb cetera 
luxoiy d Al that in OK edwimricaliy pandked 

weAlyjoanud. lhadAltoa,AfAJIriam 

nat<^yperqiectiveoDnewsasriii^ha|qmn,iDoreM' 
less hnmediateiy,lNit abo a wido* and dreper view that 
takes long term troids and developments 
perqweadooriy into account. ~ 

"One of tlm niain innbicmm MKHBt Middte East news to 
Eugfish is rile absence of ooDtest and background, and it 
istoose ttnt^^AAran Wrek[|pdresifeire»dmaloii^ 
with a vrimte scries of |uirro<3itire and Hlnininattog 

Irave ben privileged to vnite for timWeekf)K Us 
i^fmpadietk and expert edAnriai team is unlike oiqr 
other I have woriced vrith. AB to aB to be both a writer 
fbr and reader of the WedUf has meant a great deal to 

May Hs ps^ conttone to appear for many 

bniwlrpilB ” 

Edward Said 


**AMhntat WeeUy has ben a 
leader soimd and 
responsible jonniaBsm to 
Egypt for abnost a decade. Tim 
standard of 
p^esrionafism vriiidi 
characterises its news and 
eAtmiri content is a great 

, creAt to rim practice of 
Jonroalism to ^ypt The 
Wedfy has credOdDty and 
tot^ri^ as a source of news. 

"I r^nla^ read and benefit 
fitun its indrive cmnniciitary 
and news stories, and find 
especially toterestii^ the 
domestic poBtkal, cultural, 
ardieolt^pcal and Bteraiy 
features. 

“Please accept my best 
wishes for the next 300 issnes 
of yonr fine paper." 

Edward Walker 
US Ambassador 


*1t b my ideasure to 
congratailate A/AAnun 
Weriify n ite 300th edhnoL 
I make a point of rcadb^ 
ev^ edition of the WeMf 
— indeed it is required 
reading in die Britirii 
Embassy. 1 am impressed 
by the qualify and breadth- 
of covrt^e yon adiieve, 
both to local and 
international stinries. I look 
fmward to reading the 
Weekly for what Fm sure 
wiD be many snccessfol 

issues to come." 

David 
Blatherarick 
UK Ambassador 


‘*AMhnaa WeeU^ is a . 
fine pnbKcation. R is v^ 
wdl produced, frA of 
irienmt information and 
also very readable. I read 
it r^ilarly. Naturally I 
read die artides of 
current interest, . 
.e^ecsdly politi^ wfth 
greter attention. 

The Weekly covers the 
various aqiects of the 
AfidAe East peace 
process exceeding wdl 
and is up-to-date and 
toTomuitive on mbjects 
M emrent interest 
relating to E^ypt and the 
r^ton, which are A 
intinrest to the diidoniatic 
connnniiify.** 

Kanwal Sibal 
Ambassador 
of India 


Israeli swoop : 

ISRAELI seeurify fbroea 
rested more dm mfcteime 
mflHaots on hbaad^- and 
Ttaesday:, to a caefedowa 
ainmd at preventing vi- 
otonce ahead of timpfianed 
Israeli vritiidatrar! fikma 
Hebron, Isradi Deface 
Minister . Yhdik Moc^ 

, dednisaidyesieiALy. 

The arests ttesetodmem-. 
! ben of tttanBe Jihad and 
, Ham** in Hd«ni and .RaA 
maUah. &ieanu4iito an 'A- 
ttarOEdmdox Jewish ^oop 
that belp^ Prime Kfioister 
B to y amin Ne ua iyx to i to 
power. last Iitoy smniBQaed- 
fiiQiiffanifa foDowen to 
Hdbm on Tnesdiy to 
piraest- * g»ww*t ihu. phuned 
pullback of troops, to the 
West Bank city. ■ 

Under tins plan; Sriidi; 
troops will evacuate 80 pm : 
cent of Hrinoa but mnids' 
to tto downtown area wfaoe 
the Jewish serikn dt fiva^ 
tofive tiny.esdaves. . 

The witiidnwal from 
howe^ is still 
stalled over laa^ demands 
for dm ri^as lo pre emprm- 
tacks on Jewish setttors sid 
to cany out hot pusidL 


Ohnli sticks to his guns 

Despite an Aftieric^ veto, Boutros Boutros-Ghali is standing firm in his battle to 
win a second term as UN sebretary-^neral, writes Hoda Tawfik from New York 



Hm United Nations a ye a red to- be facing 
an toapasre aftortbe ttoited Stmes, stand- 
ing ifere agrintt all tim otimr mqnbets of 
timSecnrifyCbonciL vetoed a secoodtenn 
frmSecseasy'OenenJBou&osftoaU.'. .. 

(Snii and 'tos siqipoileR — dm great 
magoofy of states to the Uiiited Nations — 
ritowed no totention of gfytog iqi the fi^ 

SOCHL 

On Ited^. US Ambassador.Madeleine' 
Albri^. voted egaiiist' a new five-yem- 
i*rm for nimii on dm. groonds the 
UnilBd bbtioos needed s omeon e more 

■meMhile fO refarm • The nthw lA.Secmhy 
i we w ihw iiHfteti Tfir him 

The cocmefl has agnyd to.give priority 
to caacHdatts from Africa on dm grooiA. 
ihto ifdbafi is denied the second terin 9 V- 
entos p eedeo es ea rs,, he rimidd at least he 
'llcAbwed'by another African,' ' 

- Bm.tim dnre African teatesoDidm.ooun- 
dl — £0jn, Botswana, and Gnmea-Bissai 
— oatridmed'Dtes^'s'votea rictoiy for 
dm 74>^toar-cddEgyp^ (^lonmt 

"We am.voy {dosed wtoi dm leso^" 
E^yp^ Andmasador NabO H-AreU said.. 
Tt. proites tiite dm vriu^ worid was^^ 
.htod* A£dca dm canAdate- J^ica - 
•dn^ who 'is. ^tiie c ui re u t nromaiy- 
gebeiA.'^' 

. ftoati tedd Al-AHram Weatfy tiiat he; 

Edgto to dmenif* and was even pre-1 
paced to aoo^ a co mp romise half-ttnn oS 
tiiree yeacs. *1 need a seccHid tarn to mdee ' 
sore there will be no sbriBWitog of rim 
[Ur^nfixm plan," he said.' . 

. Houis afra TVesdsy’s repre-' 

s e nt a tives from 32 Afiicm nadrais met.to; 
pfaia strteegy. TAiA we-are instructed' 
et wi se. he [Onfi] vrill be dm only can- 
tQOKxrow' aral- tbe day afier.to- 
iumicrw, " ; assured ' . Botswana’a 

a«hniP>irfft»f LegweikL 

.-Reutes qmded particqmnts at dm meet-, 
tog 'as dirt any slate that triretb 


goes on 


Helkal 


^peik abbot a Gonttogen^ . strategy was 
qmt^ sflooed, with a mqority of par- 
d^Noils deteontoed to Iceep Gh^'s can- 
Adfcy alive.- 

There is anqite precedent for siqiportes 
of a canAdate to oouliinie snbmitting his 
name despite, a veto. In 1981, then Sec- 
retary-^fjeneral Suit WahUmim d Austria 
was vetoed iqmatedly by China wUle dm 
-Umted States opposed SaBm A. Safim of 
Tanzania. Bodi withdrew after- 

15 batons and dm conncil instead dose 
Fenzvian Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

- . . AccofAng ID The. Assodaied Press, dm 
14-1 'vote fa (toali.:was nmiaial to an or- . 
^Disrtion whae the! United States wields' 
enoemoos inflnence. Western Afdomais 
died several toctare. .indndtog Ascoraent 
over WastonglMi’s refusal to pay its $1 A 
hiiMcm ddt to dm UN. and the aambance- 
nmot of oppostooD. to Ghali in dm US ' 
smAa bdErte adrisu^ follow UN mem- 
bere. 

US ofBdals are-hopiTC that after an in- 
fdal dow of riippoft, ObITs allies win 
look for other, candidates or convince him 
to st^ aade for the good of dm United 
Nttioosi "At die end of dm day, dm UN 
need 'dm US more than, widi all due re- 
flect, h needs to reumrits emrent kad- 
' ership," said State Department qwikesman 
■ Glyo.-Daries. The United States, he add- 
ed, would like to see. attention riiift to 
pqsdUe toccesrors *^capable of bringing 
saicQs refonn to. dm toteroatioaal stinc- 
tnre." 

'! A Western Apiranrt said that several 
trends app e ar ed to be emaglug among 
tbe'. Afiocans and their allies. One gio^ 
of countries' wanted- a com p romise mtb 
WasbtogtenU such as a half teom for Ghali 
' — a suggestom the United States rejects 
' A. second group .*^vas so mgfy at the 
United Strtes thqr wanted to maximise dm 
(famage and, in doing so. may damage dm 
crediUB^ of dm Umt- 

ed Nafioos," the Ap- 

lomatsaid. 

Washington an- 
nounced last June that 
it would veto- Gbali, 
^^laiining he has not 
.' p m soed UN refonn 
vigorously ' eamngiL 

US f»iH dig 

RqiublitoA-coiitrofled 


Congress was nnHkefy to pay the US ar- 
rears to dm Umted Nadons unless *i»w« 
was a diange to the UN kadersUp. 

Bridah Ambassador JMm Weston has al- 
ready told coundl members that while 
Britrta would have liked to see (Biali n- 
dee^ US opposition has altered dm sit- 
uation and monbera rixmld deal with it 

Etomce, China and Russia, all whom 
have veto power along widi dm United 
Stues and Britain, are strong GfaaB siq>- 
pofteira 

Fr ebc fa Rneign Mtoistiy . y**«"*M 
Yves Dootriaux terished praise on Gh^ 
and said he desenred a second tenn “Mr 
Boutros Gbali took on an ogaoiradatti 
rode in a pardculariy difficult w^d," Dou- 
trianx said. "Because of Ids exoqpdMal 
e xpni eace and his superb persooalicy, to 
ns be seems to be dm most qualified pei^ 
son." 

The Security Council mu st agree on a 
candidate and forwaid.tim name to dm 
185-maober General Assembly before 
ffluA’s five-year term expnes on 31 De- 
cember. 

Ghali’s s up porters nwinmii* that he has 
punned' reform, albeit onder US pressure. 
Th^ cite rertactiops in the UN bo- 
reauciac^^, a zero-growto budget ^ dm 
iippnmtiiywit of Arn'ericang fO key UN 
posts. 

Siqmmets claim the Americans r e s e nt 
'his mdqmndence at a time vriien the 
ed Slates is dm wold’s oily s upa power . 
They also accused the Umted St^ of 
malting him a scqi cg o at for pMicyftilnres 
by the mqor powers to Somalia, Rwanda 
and the foemer Yugoslavia. 

Andmreador Mrtunmd El-ShaaB, who 
served for eight yeara as head of dm Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates’ misrion to the UN, told 
the Weekly:. "Dr Gbali is the victim d to- 
mangl str^gles to the Umted Snw»ty 
also of the Americ a n tendeacy to use its 
force airogandy in dealing widi dm out- 
side wodd. 

"Gbali’s problem does not zdaie to Us 
exodleat wodc at the UN, and the US 
problem is not Boutros CtoaH; dm real 
problem is widi Congress which zefines to 
pay US dues to the UN," added Et-Snali, 
who is now accreAied to WartnngtoL 
' For dm first time in dm Ustory of dm 
wodd the US recently km: hs 

seat on die UN bu^Staty committee. 
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The right to get married 


Awad EHHoit, 

Chief Justice of the 
Supreme 

Constitutional Court, 
examines legislation 
concerning 
restrictions on 
matrimony 



In case No 23 of the 16 tb judicial year decided on tbe 18 Macb 1995, die coostitu- 
tioaal was tlie validily or oflierwise of sub-paia nx of Article 73 of the law on 
tbe State Cwmcil {xoonilgated by decree law No 47 for tbe year 1972. 

The pethkner ^ beii$ a memb er of the State Council matried to an alkn m viola- 
tion ofdtt dtallenged pro\dsion — brou^it a case before Si^)Fenie Administntive 
Court <*ewMwirfwig tbe cancellation of a presidential decision tranafemug hi m^to ibe 
Administialive Pr«M«iTri on Authority, ciMwiing that his request for tbe transfer had 
tnaHff under duress to avoid the tennination of his nwindate in the ooim^ Up<m 
a prima fiicie consideration of tbe plauabOity of the consthntiona] issue so raised, fhe 
p ff t iHrmiir h miight diB issoc fer a^'udication before the Supreme ConsdtutioDal Cc^ 

Article 73 of the law on tbe State Council pronralgated by decree law No 37 (1972) 
out tbe Tequirement for nominating a member to that Council stafeig — in line 
witii its Bub-pm ax — that members of this council cannot get mairied to aliess. 
JExonption from tilts requncmeut would aj^Iy only to those authorised by the pres- 
ident of the state, provided the spouse hK the Arab nationality. 

Under Article Six of tiie promulgating law, the requirement set fiatfa under sub para 
six of Article 73 of the law on die Coimcfl of the State should Ml apply to members 
of the r-y^tfirii married to alien s alter the entry into feice of Law No 55 (1959) con- 
cerning its reglementation. 

In «»Tnf^ down the challenged provision, the court point e d out that the un- 
nnrni of Securing personal liberty dominates and controls all the fecets of 
our life, t^wng its base and tutimate purpose. Integrated in this freedom are inter- 
related rights wtedhig the ti^ to many, to fenn a femfly and to imse one's chil- 
dren and "MTnmiii dieir bread, which are all of a personal nature adap^e to nraial 
and rpiigifwig vahies, and in accord which sometal traditioDs. Marriage is so intnnate 
to the degree of ben^ sacred; rdieetive of the most private emotions and personal in- 
dapmdiwir deci sions; ejqnessive of the close inward inqnilse of femiliar relationships 
and psttem of behaviour, and in into one tiie qiectrum of mtcraal 

life In marriag e demonriiates an untroken chain of firmness and c<ni- 

stancy, tiie Court reasoned. 

lnt f^*“^C Hmi taticms on so coiiqiacted a relationshq) vdiicih restrict options for hs 
creation are unless cleariy justified by a substantial govennnesDtal intes- 

68L 

Individualiaed choices in marriage pecnlarise the different aqiects of fimfliaJ life, 
and are not beycmd hs structure, bting directiy related to its fboution and a tt ac h ed to 
the int^nted human peisonaUty. 

In ixidiritm, a private antnnnmy of choicc besTS on values inherent in the oidqred 
liberty and the due process of law in their affizmatioa of the need to protect compas- 
sionate and anlemn ties of affectira in the qtiiere of matrimonial ■»»««««, the Court 
argued. 

That not all oonstitutions mention either tbe right to fieeiy and coosensmdly ato 
into marriage, or that of independeotiy choosing the other coo-joint, is no infication 
of tbeir noo-existeDoe. Nor would such omission infer a denial of their doe pro- 
tection, or entitle invading their confined bounds; the Court enqdiasised. 

However, the pertinence of both limits to privacy zones is not questioned. In feet, 
constitutional proviskns when taken as a whole, mutually construed and lationally 
underatood in line witii didr prospective features, would suggest the ezistence of 
rights otto *an tiiose specific^y mentioned therein. Itoefbre, the ri^ to educa- 
tion inrhMW tbe rigte of a citizen te freely dioose the land and level of education 
adqitive to his abilities and fecnlties. The ri^ of association necessadly embraces 
that of the fieedtm of e^qnession in order to secure assodational values and to give 
them life and substance, taki^ into account feat association represeaits a forum for 
open discussion on matters of public concern. Ihe same qjpBes to the right to have a 
family under Article 9 of the Consthution, bei^ tbe emanation of tiie parents' and 
guantiaos' right to have means of their own dioice for elevator their bom or enstodi- 
ai children. Freedom of expression and that of the press referred to in Articles 47 and 
48 of tiie constitution denote as well not only the right to utter and to print, but also 
the right to rea^ to distribito te educate, to receive mfonnatiem and to conduct in- 
quiries concerning public grievances. Only within pet^betal rights could those enu- 
mer^ed in the coostitutional documeait be duly preserved ehto in quality or set^ 
the Court agreed. 

The Egyptian Constitution, being percqptive of injustice and intrusion done in the 
past,- introduced Article 45 nfeich provides that the sanctity of the private life of all 
citizens should be protected by law, it being onderstood that there are certain areas 
which rqjreseiit to all individuals the mmnni- part of zones of secrecy and intimacy 
the disclosure of which ought not to be admitted in order to keep tbOT peculiarities 
Out of sight eqieciaHy in the fece of hi^y inlurceptive scientific methods intrusive 
upon the most delicate affeirs of others and their associated patterns of conduct, the 
Court observed. 

Invaskm of the pdvades of life in all these areas mostly prgudiced tiieir conceal- 
ment and betrayed tbeir confidoitialities. In zones of ptivatty of this land lie two in- 
terests apparently separate but fectually int^rated: the one relating to the scope of 
personal afiaits vriiiife should not be revealed and the otto to fee domain of auton- 
aim in tak^ certain iuqiortant deemons of one's choke. Both interests if combined 
wffl result in protective measures emteicing consolidated lelationsh^ witlun whicb 
rest everyone’s tight to have a ^ose of his own choice, the Court affirmed. 

The Constitution firstiy recognised, under para one of Article 48, the sanctity of pri- 
vate life. In suppiementofthisri^pera two oftiie same article provided that means 
of comnmiucations inchiding postal, ^egra^bic and telqfeonic, ate not to be con- 
fiscated or disclosed to othos except under a judicial warrant coiffined to a prescribed 
period in conformity with law. However, the li^ to many akn^ wife its tributaries, 
induding tbe tight to fieeiy dioose a spouse, were not mentioned therein. Nev- 
ertheless, this absence of mention does not in^ly a denial or aegstion. their bei^ tbe 
conqilement of personal fieedran and fee ratioto contimiom of the right to pciva^, 
fhe Court detailed. 

In addition, the constitutioo itself must be in fee light of the siqiposed 

time of the times, being an evolving document teqwDsive to ehanging nee^ the 
Court remarked. 

Under Article nine of tbe constitutkoi, femily is fee base of society and its in- 
gredieots are religio^ morals and patriotism. The state undertakes to wwiniain and 
devdqp its characteristics mirroiing societal values and tiafetions. Understood as be- 
ing the principal unit of social structure, and given tbe feet feat fee only path for its 
formation is round in an independent dutice of a spouse, access tfaei^ must not be 
inhibited, tbe Court reguired. 

In addition, intamational conventions and declarations recognised the fundamental 
civil nature of tins right in reflect of vrindi no riiBermmi»riQii be made. While 
fee i^slature may incriminate aduheiy and otto activities acconqilished beyond the 
admitted bounds of wedlock, it is eqi^y true that tiie protection of legitimate mat- 
rimonial 15 no less in^ei^ve. Iberefore, die legislature must be de- 

prived fimtt any discretion as to who wiQ matzy, and with whom, unless motivated by 
a substantial mterest, the Court proceeded. 

Admowlec^meut of tiie ri^ to beget a child necessarily generates the right to en- 
ter inro a wedlock rdationsfaip qiart from which no child c^d be bom. 

In iriamic law privacy bas b^ finnly ascertained, and maniage effectuated wife 
the consent of whoever reaches the age of nugority, a ri^t whidi is also endmsed by 
intematiimal tm^imftnte including the Convention on Consent to Marriage, tnttiiirmm 
age for marriage and regtsnatiem of marriages (1962); the Intnnaticnial Convention 
on the Etiminaticm of all Forms of Racial Discrimmation (1965); the International 
Coovenant on Qvil and Political Rights (1966); fee Oeciaration on fee Elimination of 
Oiserbnination >^aintf Women (1967); tbe Convention on fee EUminatioa of all 
Forms of Discrimination "gqrngt Women (1979); and the European Cemventioo for 
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamentai Freedoms winch provides in Ai> 
tides 8 and 12 tiot every one has the right to reqiect for his private and femily life. 
Ids home and his correspemdenee, and tto men and women of marriageable aga have 
the right to many and to found a femily according to national laws gova mn g tiie ex- 
ercise of feis right, the Court notecL 

Nehto the laws r^ulating the judicial power, nor tbe law on the Supreme Con- 
stitutiooal Court, have ever restricted the right of their members to get manied to an 
alien in r ecog ni tion ctf the doe protection to the personal fieedom and tbe sanctity of 
[xivate li^ both enriumed in Articles 41 and 45 of tiie constitution whiefe in turn and 
under Aiti^ 57 considered violatioiis thereof as constiUitiiig a which shall not 
aigmitt prescription. Therefore, tbe Court went cn, legislatnre provisions alien to fee 
judicial function and having no rational relationship wfeh the perfrnnrance of its du- 
ties shall not stand. 

The government aigr^ that the cballei^ed provision bears on members of fee 
Council as a judicial botty mandated wutfa fee power to decide die l^dnacy of 
administiative deciaons and to finally imponaiit dLqnites of a disciplteaiy 

or admimstrative nature, tints entitling its members to have access to tbe most sen- 
sitive govemmeotal inftamation reqitiring national allegiaiice t^iich would be weak- 
ened if femr maiiiage to aliens was peoiitted. Denyh^ the soundness of this argu- 
ment, fee Court held fee opmion feat its power of judicial review dratnatically afEi^ 
interests of vital impoftance and plays a decisive role in the shaping of so- 
cietal values alfmg with the ramndatiOD of mandatory constitutional of cm- 

However, under its law, choosing a qiouse of wfeatever nationality is grmted to 
aO its members. 

Tbeie^, fee Court went on, tiie diaUenged provisioa arintiarity discriminated 
■«>itMtr the of the tote Conndlby d^nivnig diem liglits permitted to otfaen 

fee premise tiiat all are siimlarty situated, in demuce of the equal pro- 
teSmclaumarticubited under Article 40 of the coostitutioo. Moreover, enforcement 
of the pcovisiau mandates with respect to members of tiie Coinunl nom- 

uiated m violation thereof fee immeditotemimation of flto services in contradiction 
wife the rig^ to work and its concomitant safS^uards provided for in Articles 13 and 

14 of the oeostitutioa. . 

TtiP tnoviaan, being a clear departure from constitutional norms ^ec- 

ified in /SlK 9, 12, 13, 14, 40, 41, 45. is to be declared void, the court eonehided. 



photo: Abdel-Haldm Ahmed 


Hebron ‘apartheid’ unacceptable 


PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak said on Tuesday that Is- 
nel’s demands in negotiations wife the Mestinians on 
the West Bank town of Hebron were unaccqitable and 
likely to lead to a new outbreak of violence. The two 
biggest obstacles fecmg tbe negotiations were Israel's 
demand for the right of *Tiot puisuif' and tbe problem 
of Q-Shobada [martyrs] street, ufeich Israel wants con- 
fined to Jewish settlers, Mnbai^ said. 

‘Tiot pursuit is mmorep|^le to die Falestioians be- 
cause it mawMi that fear is a new anthority above the 
Palestteian Authority. The Palestimans cannot live 
wife feat," he said. Mqreov^ granting Israel tins rijriti 
coidd 1^ to complications m fee fiibm and a new cy- 
cle of riolente, Nhibaiak added. 

He cornpared the problem of El-Sbohada Street to 
^laitiieid in fee old South Africa. *Tt cannot be said 


that this street belongs to the settlers only and that the 
lUestinians are not allowed to use it because tiiis is un- 
accqitable and illogical," he said. 

Mubarak spoke to reporters after inaugurating a tunne] 
below fee Suez r.anal. feroi^ which water from fee 
NDe river will be punped to brigate northern SinaL The 
Al-Salam as fee project is called, begins at Fa- 
raskour near Damietta, runs eastward until it reaches tbe 
Suez C^ai^ crosses under fee waterway and runs east- 
waid agzun for a distance of 86 Jdlometres until h reach- 
es a point soufe of El-Arish. fee largest town in the Sinai 
desi^ Its waters will be used to irrigate more than half a 
mUlioD fedd^ oflaud, botii west and eastof the Suez 
CanaL The project, which also involves the establish- 
ment of 27 new communities, will cost a total of LE5.7 
billion. 


Court ruling 

TUB SUPREME Adounistretive Court ruled dm 
wedt that the Petrie's Assembty is fee only 
jgitWiwi by fee Cmstitution to decide on the 
ity nf rtip mftm herriiip of MPs. 

According to the court's deds i oi^ yfanini strative 
courts are authorised to bear adunnistralive cases 

only and have so jurisdktioQ to decide wheriier tile 
elections in a certain coostitueni^ were ctofaicted 
mopafy. The Court ofCassation is empowered to 
investigate motions contesting the valataty of the 
membersh^ of a dMity but it is the Peo- 
ple's Assembty tto has the final say, tlK Siqucme 
Administrative Court said. 

l>sem of candidates who lost in the laa pariia- 
me n tany elections of November-Decemto 1995 
have Qed neariy 100 aigieals 'wife admndstrative 
courts, that nn^uZarities luaoed the bal- 

lot <wid fee vote-counting. Adnnnistaative courts 
ruled in fevour of most of them but the interior 
ministiy, whidi oigaoired the dections, appeal 
the niling y vritfa fee Siqueme Admuristrahve- 
Court 


In support of Ghali 

THE GRAND Sheikh of Al-Azfaar, Dr Mtfemned 
Sayed Tantawi, met on Mmdty vvitii Dr Ali EL- 
^a m man, he^ of the Paris-based International 
Union fim Inter-Rdigious Dialogne. During tiie 
meeting, Tantawi uiged all-out siqip^ for UN 
Secretary-General Bootios (Hrali in bis battle to 
win re-election for a second term, on tiie grounds 
feat he served tiie eaise ofjpe^ wife a humane 
spitft and a high sense of rfej^'vity. 

The Grand Sbdldi also said tto Gh^ as be 
wodeed to promote a just peace, dealt wife aU re- 
li giona on a footing oi equality. El-Samman told 
Al Ahram Wedefy that he briem Shdldi Taitew i 
on die woiidi^ agenda of a religioos iaimmittee, 
focmed five months ago, to coordinate b^weea 
Al Azhar and the Vatican The Rome-based com- 
mittee will work to foster sdUdarity between Is- 
lam and Christianity, giving a push to consnon 
religious values. 

Counterfeiters airested 

SECURITY authorities have sdzed SI miTHon in 
counterfeit notes, as well as $2 still in the 
process of being forged and have airested 14 
counterfeiters. Tbe notes were a close imitation of 
new SlOO bills, last June, which inchide 

qiecral marlrings to pTcvto fotgety. 

Authorities went on tiie slot after the foke bills 
began' to chculate in Cairo and Giza. An under- 
cover agent managed to crack tbe ring when be 
approached one of hs members and o fined to boy 
SSfiOO worth of^oe ootes for LE8,000. The ai»T 
tiiorities aim seized the equipment used in pEint- 
ing the fake bills. 

Killer manhole 

THREE young men drowned in a sewer on Sat- 
urday while trying to rescue a six-year-old boy 
who had feUen into an (^en manhole at the woifc- 
in^bss suburb of Sboiibra El-Kherma north of 
Cairo. Mohamed Abo-Seoi, a university student 
was the first to see the child fell into sewer, 
juomed in to rescue him but di sap peared in tite 
fetid waters. 

Four other young men followed and tiie five 
volunteers remained inside fee sewer for neariy 
an hour. The assembled crowd managed to rescue 
two of them, by using rapes to pull them bade, to 
the surfece. But (he three others and tbe boy died. 

Thernaiibotehadbeenteftuiiicovcredbyacoiiii- 
pany caiiyiiig out a sewagepniject in the district 
The heads of the Shoobra Q43ieima district and 
monicroal council have been suspended ^ Mah- 
moud ^erit minister of local admmistration. 


Brotherhood torn by 
unprecedented schism 


The outlawed Muslim Brotherhood is said to be 
facing its worst ever internal crisis after three lead- 
ing members defected to join the would-be found- 
ers of a centrist party. Amira Hovroldy reports 


Three leadn^zneinbera of the Muslim Brcitiieiliood have 
icsignedto join 13 oftheir colleagues who earlier left tiie 
party to a new centrist political party, Al- 

WasaL The exodus is said to have caused tbe worst ^Kt 
in the Brothediood's 73-year histoiy. 

To compound matters further, several members of fee 
group have voiced dissatisfactioD wife fee way the Guid- 
ance Bureau — the Brothediood’s colleciive leadership 
— handled fee diaBenrinn, and have made an un- 
precedented call for its resignatum. Meanwhile, leaders 
of die group's branches in tbe Nile Ddta dedd^ to put 
Brotiieriiood-rel^ed activity on ice to protest at what 
they called the "(fisastious rituation" brought about by 
the organisatkm’s top brass. 

The three membera who have resisted from tiie Broth- 
erhood were named as: SaJafa Abdel-Karim, deputy sec~ 
retaiy-general of the Engmeeis Syndicate; Ibrahim El- 
Bayyoumi flhaneim, a researcher in idamie affeirs who 
was put on trial last year, but acquitted; and Mohamed 
Abd^Lati^ head of an Islaim'c pifelishiag house. Tltey 
joined 13 otheis who walked out in August to mdee a 
hitherto unsuccessful attempt to gain oEBcU party status 
fiir Al-WasaL 

As nsu^ tbe groiqi’s Siqtte^ Guide Mustafe Mash- 
hour dentftd dwi "any stufe femg has taiftwi place;" de- 
acritnng fee r epo r ts as "new^qiqier gossip." But ac- 
cordmg to tiie defectors, a "clandestine war is beh^ 
oiche^nted and carefully plano^ by fee Guidance Bu- 
reau to prevent the Was^ fbunders from estahlidiing a 
political party.” 

Tbe crisis beg an to unfold last January, when Abul-Ela 
Madi, assistant secretary-genenil of the Engineera Syn- 
fecate and a leadiqg Brofeeihood figure, made tbe fim 
tnd to establish Al-Wasat, with (he bacl^ of 74 Brotii- 
etfaood members and three Christhuis. The group’s lead- 
en, who appai e n tiy were not con^ted about fee move. 


reacted angrily and ordered all Brotherhood-associated 
Wasat members to leave the new party. Many complied, 
after coming under severe pressure, leaving tbe oeutrists 
with fewer than 50 would-be founders, fee minimum re- 
qtiired for the establishment of a politii^ puty. 

Madi's bid was quashed fee Politick P^es Com- 
mittee, which refused to license Al-Wasat, and Madi 
himself was briefly arrested. But other Wasat members 
have lodged an qipeal against tbe committee's decisiou 
before tbe Politick Parties TribunaL which will consider 
their ease on 14 December. 

Madi was apparently "hurt" the unfriendly reaction 
of tbe Guidance Bureau to his attempts to form the new 
party. Following his acquhtal in August, be walked out 
of fee Brodiediood and prqtared to launch a counter- 
offensive. Madi was joined by severai Brofeerbood 
members who not only resigned from the Brotherhood, 
but also, for tbe first time, leaked information about the 
power struggle inst^ tiie oqganiation between the older 
and younger generations. 

Accratifflg to tbe defectors, Mashfaour and his deputy, 
Maamoun El-Hodribi, are plannii^ to bring ttidr war 
agpi^ Al-Wasat to the Political Parties Tribunal. Ho- 
deibi has already assigned five lawyers to collect the sig- 
natures of Al-Wasat founders who are ready to quit the 
party's ranks. Hodcibi, the defectors said, will present 
these resignations to tiie court to prove that the groiqi has 
less titan the SO members, feus providing the court wife a 
legal justification for refiising to grant a licence to tbe 
embi^ic party. 

Although Hodeibi is e nlisting the services of such 
prominent lawyers as Moukbtar Nouh, treasurer of the 
Bar Association, ^ defectors predict that his anti-Wasat 
canqiaign will cud in failure "because our membership is 
larger than fee publicised figure." 

Tbe defectors, who ciaim to have a large following in- 


side the Brotberiiood, said they have been active in pro- 
fessional syndicates for the past 10 years. Tbeir bid to es- 
tablish Al-Wasat reflected a strong wish to operate le^- 
ly after 'Ineaking out of the bounds of woriong 
undeiground in an ill^al organisation." 

"It was this wish to become ie^ai that put us aO in tins 
situation," a Brofeeihood member nfeo resigned recently 
told Al-AJiram Weekly. "The attempt to ««ri»hKgh Al- 
Wasat put matters into perspective and exposed fee ten- 
sion that exists between the old guard aad die younger 
getieiattoiL" 

But the centrists are aware that they are feeing an imhill 
battle to gain legal status for thdr party. If the Pimneal 
Parties Tribunal turns down their bid for lu ck of a quo- 
rum, they will have to persuade more Brothediood mem- 
bere to quit the oiganisation to swell tiieir own ra«ifa_ 

To Nabil Abdel-Fattah, an ex p e rt on 
groups, the mass resignations and the for fee 

group's leaders to sunender their posts sig nal the be- 
gtnoing of a "clear-cut qilit" Unlike the mflarihlft old 
guard, tbe centrists are acting to “meet the of a 

new ^e," he said. Th^ used the media "deveriy” *^4 
are doing very weD in conqiarison to tiie poor per- 
formance of the old guard, who on undeR^iiEiatiiig 
the inqiortance of r^t is b^tpeuing. 

Tbe decisive fector, in his opinion, will be the dfririTO 
of fee Political Parties Tiibui^ "wfeich may just 
the establishment of the Centre Party. If tiiis it 

will lead to dualism, because we have two groups, 
each claiming to be fee Brotherhood." 

It is DO secret, Abdel-Fattah continued, th* gov- 
erament does not want tbe Brotbeihood to have a legal 
existmoe. "But many believe tiiat it must be con- 
sideimg how to use the cinrent crisis to advance hs 
own interests. This is why the coming court sesam 
will be very importanL” 


Wafdist dissenters charge family rule |~;z 

Two leaefing members of the oppo^tion Wafd Party have resigned in protest against what they 
see as lack (ti’democracty inside the parly — a charge tiiat is hotly denied by other Wafri leaders 


Two leading members of the Hberd Waftt Party, 
Mohamed Hassan El-Hcfiiawi and Ahmed Abu Is- 
mail, have tesigued in protest at what they describe 
88 the p3^'s dominatioo by a single femily — that 
of Party Qiairman Fouad Serageddhi, rqtorts Dina 
Abdd-Etefee& EI-Hefiia\ri, a member of tbe par- 
ty's siqiRsme committee; said be was leaving be- 
cause of tiic "dominance of a ooe-man view" over 

the rarty. El-Hefiiawi claimed feat young party 
members were denied the chance of promotion witiT* 
in the party because tbe leading positions were goii^ 
to members of Seiageddtn’s family. Abu Ismail, one 
of six Wafd deputies in Pecmle's Assembly, 
urged: "We must practise wi thin fee party the de- 
mocrat which we preach." 

Yassin Serageddin, Fouad Ser^eddin's brother 
and anotiier Wafdist MP, denied fee charge of femi- 

1y taegemouy. Abu Ismail, he said, had been party 
mranber for fee past 12 years "md aiHdenly he dis- 
covers that the pai^ is a family party just because 
Fouad Serageddin is c'hairmfln and Yassin a meni- 
ber.*] Tbe real reason for Abu isnuul's resignation, 
continued Yassin Serageddm, was that his request to 
head the Wafdist bloc in puriiaineBt Irad been nnued 
down by the party's supine committee. This post is 
occiqri^ by Yassin Serageddm. 


ProJcctiDg the Wafd as a viable alternative to the 
ruling National Democratic Party (NDP), £1- 
Hefiiawi tameoted tbe feet that tbe Wafd, which has 
its origins in the 1919 Revolution against the British 
oeciqiatioD of E^ypt, had little followin g among the 
younger generation. Despite the party's affluence, he 
added, it does not have pennment offices in fee 
provinces and members of party committees are usu- 
ally appointed, not elected. "I chose to join tbe Waftl 
Party for democracy and I resigned for democi^. 
The survival of fee party must not be linked to the 
survival of a single person, even if this person is the 
party leader," El-He&iawi said. 

In rcqionsc, Yassin Serageddin claimed that most 
committee members are ch^n by election, althou^ 
"sometunes there arc not enough candidates and po- 
sitions have to be filled by ^ipointmcut," 

Ibrahim Abaza, fee Wafd's assistant secretary- 
general, rejected the ch^e that tbe younger generar 
tion was marginalised in the party. "We have youth 
awareness and entertainment programmes, a political 
studies institute, and a computer ^ vve 

hold youth conferences in the various goveinorates 
to project (he party's political views and fpr und fee 
spirit of democracy. ^ fee claim feat young people 
have DO place in tte party is not true," Abaza said 


OPPORTUNITY 

SWISS COMPANY IS SELECTING ONE DISTWBITOR OT 
VETERINARY PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS IN EGYPT. 
PLEASE (XJNTACH' FAX NUMBER: 441/91^682785, 
SWnZERLAND 

FOR RENT 

(FOREIGNBIS) 

LONG TERM SWERUJX APARTMENT IN MOHANDESSIN. 
200M2TEL3608607 

FURNISHED FIAT 2 BEDROOMS ALL FAC2UT1ES HEUOPCXJS 
2902380 

VACANCY 

EGYPTIAN MALE, 44 YEARS OLD. GRADUATE FROM 
FACULTY OF TOURISM, WITH 17 YEARS FLYING 
EXPERIENCE AS A FUGHT SUPERVISOR, SEEKING A 
SUTTABLEJOB 
PLEASE CAa 454 24 10 

DECORATION 

EGYPT-BRITAIN CXINTTWHORS AND DE(X)RATORS. ALL 
BUILDING WORKS UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIQfCOM^lERQAL 
TOPQUAIJTYPROI^SSIONAL-rEAM2727216 










4 














Tt, 




) 


21>27KovBndierl996 


Home 3 






s!? 


M Ps 



Opposition deputies are preparing to fire a series of questions 
on controversial Issues at cabinet ministers when parliamentary 
debates begin on Saturday. Gamal Essam Ei-Din reports 


F<rilowiiM « piDcetoa t ’s eMi oa two' we^' aga in 
wlndi Ani]ied.Fafhi '.Sonar ■vtas ze-elected wpfrYfW , ■ 
4ie Pnple's'Anaiibly wS) gM downto bigness ob 
SaiHiiiHy -gMi^ihg »M» s host.of oonfiuvocsial 
snes.'*' Si — j — ii— i._d. . 

hm 

niiu is te ra, on 
Tdatkns to 

v etrify jwluftati A a. 

IliB issne of telrtiong wift brael bas tbo 
fion*8 dno of w qnestkiBO td>led so ' fir, 




Pnme Munsts 
of ^ peace' 


line polkaee Isnn's 
Bmyamia NetanyalBi,.tad flic 
pCDcess. 

Ynsin Scaa gedflii^. leada^ of die Waffl .Party’s; 
pailimiieataiy gioiq^ bas duetaed- a* qoebioD to 
PXnne MnSter Kamal -El- O aiaomi. on .irtBtt be. 
teamed tbejincRdai^ .mniiber of Egyptian' yon^ 

en TsiaeiKAi^'and an Egypdan.'cn su^ncicNi .of 
flpyn% ibr Isad, SeQ^^dSn’s gaMtion urges tbe 
govanment to take :ii^gait m ea eui e s to mgiose 
tightercoidEolran'diaBeteBvdlins.tolBiael'toseek - 
work. 

*2 base itdi^e jnfimatiosi tiurirl? in^^^^Qg'nse ' 
of die de^iente need ttf these young SNa lor wqd^ 
die Israeh anny and.M)88adlHnre msi^edto re^ 
emit a large runaber of them to and apy, 
istAiucaQntzie^”dieqae8tion reads.. . . 


-AEafann S^lSia&a, a iulib% bbtional PerDOcratic 
-Baity. irinnbn for 'Al-Khanks in d^ FGle 

Ddta.Govemonie of Qa^yidnya, also filed a quea- 
' &m da Oia inip^ of Nban^ba’s pobciea bn the 

urged fint- dK govensncfit lake the necessary 

h^ J Mas f" Jfi.liA ai^ TiwiiOM Irwranfla ti wiwliaarti^wi 

. wMi ‘Vwir hicflniriftwl * 

Ef-Nxiinki'tQSdjtfidAraiR ^eek^ydiattiieairestof 

- bradi^nes in Cara attested to die fictdiat;de^ite 
]|^ypt*8 ooiamltTii i M it 16 beaoe^ Israel did not take 

- diejieaoe trniy .seaoa^ and spared no efibrt in 
q^ing on Bg 3 ^ in dmes of peace as «dl as war. 

; Des^ (he mex ease in young meo tzavdiing to 
. batadn seaidiof work, the gov emui ent “bn done 
'noddng to draw the attentiai of these yonrig per^ 
to the dangers' of tramlGiig to Israd, where ttqr 
. coald&ltnieytDdteBotimocisM6$sad,**bBadded. 

- Indqieadent MP Ahmed Taba told the Wedify 
tfmt be tmH d ir e c ted- a-question to both El-Ganzoiiii 
and Foircagn Mnrister'Amr Moossa on fbe lesnhs of 

- hmst^ations inta the iniHng of Egyptian 

of war dnring die and 1967 conflicts. “H is 
ei*T diat'dmgoveaBnent has failed to rec ei ve any 
■ i qport s fiom 'Israel on the inTiiiig of ow pris- 

'"met^^Taba 'iaid. Se~added that he bad aiiba&ed 
' die *88010 question to El-Ganzotiti and MOussa three 
times befi^ bid lad not received an aribver. 

Leftist deputies, nurlmfing five Tagamimi mem- 
bers .and one fiom die Nasseest Par^, win continue 


to egqness dieir gi p ot uti o u to the govennnenPs de- 
dnon to open PeninsiuB to fbidgn in- 

vestars. R safer Seii^ a Tagammu d qwity fiom Aga 
in die Govanmate of Daqahliya, told die iFaelt^ 
tbat m die bst w » inn 

Tneiiibers bad strondy olgeeted tti laws aSowii^ 
findgn investcas to taOd rMds in Smai, because it 
coold to the infiltratimi of t«saeB oon^anies in 
the giBM of American ooiporations. 

. **l drink die govenimen^s recent nr”*"” " al- 
lowing large [foreiga] mvestmenb in Simu wiD nt- 
'timately expose EjgynEiaa iMtional seeunty to ^eat 
danger,*' said SeiC "Jtast fanagme Netaiqwiu’s ag- 
gresave policies lead to a war agawef ^rr^ and 
evaitually, out of n ecessity, Sg^ What intact 
would 1h^ have on d» Sttmu investments?” 

Seif urged the government to focus bBtead m de- 
veloping the Western Desert and the Mediterranean 
coast ’^be govemmeid dmuld abo kn^^ that h is 
finioms and workers, ralhs dian ftragn mvestoiB, 
who win develop ^ypt,” be added. 

Ibe coDi^ of an qiaxtment buflding in He- 
liopo^ kO&ig 65 peqile, was esqieeted to figure 
prominently in die Assembly’s dmiies. Ibe Hous- 
ing CormnittBe, acting on die request of inaiiy ineni- 
b^ convened eaifier diis wedc to disciBS hnUrfwig 
fi^iilations and die nde of local anthorities in ti^it- 
eomg oontebi on bmUi^ work. While some mem- 
bers argued-dnt die esosting laws were adequate^ 
otfaem urged tongfaer penalties against buildnig own- 


ers who violated regulatians as wefl as aufiior- 
rty officials and engineers in an effort to atmiy got 

Mtrtfitian. Deputy Zafcaria Aarni, chi^ of the Res- 
idential stafE^ went as far as to the 

penal^ fiir those who violate ^ construction 
Azmi also urg^ the govermoent's AdministiBtive 
Control Amhonty to keqi a close watch on local an- 
tborilies, wbieh be described as widi oemm- 
tion.” 

Another issne on the Assembly’s wju be 

private mriveisitv edneatinn A mimher nf m M ^in ga 
neild last month by the Assembly's ^duir atimn and 
heahfa co mmiTt ees diowed diat jiarliamailaiians 
woe deqily divided over the anticipated role of die 
newly<ttablisbed private universities m laisiiig the 
stanard of education. Tba two committiees wiD 
meet again in tbe nest finv weeks to eMwrmiw the 
cmneala taught by these univeisities* paiticulatiy 
medical studies, and whether tii^ are op to die stan- 
dards set by the Doctors Syndicate. 

Opposrtion deputies are also intent on subnutting 
a numbo' of draft laws to tiie house in its new se^ 
non. Most of the opposition’s bills hsro been eitiier 
ignored or rej e c teoby the Assembly in die pas^ bat 
tms would not deter tbe opposition dept^es, ac- 
cording to Waftfist Ayman Nour. He is phiwwwg to 
aibnut a draft law on muni^ial authorities, while 
Yassin Serageddm will snbmit another draft on tbe 
eaceteise ofpolrtieal zi^ils as part of the Wafd’s 
posh for pohtica! zefonn. 







Tooential srins-hit sondieai Egyp^ die 
Red Sea coast and the New VaU^ oases 
of the Western DtsMat ,dris we^ do> 
!QE stiqyii^bousesandcaiian^nbSbcitib- 

ertp sinlr fWMT IMfa -wi. tlitt ^niflhmi 

ince of Aswan. Fifteen pe^le were 
killed and five others were jmssizig and 
fftnry d dead IB dlC wntri^ last T twiftahi y 
of die Fdnoess Jihaii, wbidi was car- 
lym^ Gze^ -'SkwHc nd Pi^sh 
•touints and' an J^gyptian erew-^ -a- 
cmiBe between tutor and Aswan. : 

residents of nwftem il^ypt and fte Red- 
' Sea coast were' abb 'Uoed in sfioceot-' 
rdatedaocidena. 

Audioatiesa^ 108 peo|de 63 tour- 
ists and 45 Egyptiana — were rescued 
after a rainstmm caused flie riiy to iaa 
a^pound and -overtum around 33qpsn 


last Tlmtsd^. Fifteen bodies — nsie 
touristB and'^ Egyptians — were're- 
.cbVBted. Fbiod waters hampered ;die 
; seaidi fin five imsnDgEmopeans. 

Idbst of dm 108 survivors were stigji% 
hpoKid after leiqriiig off Pzmoess JT- 
bn. They ^lent diejugjit inbomial in 
: die town of Edfii and most of titan 
moved on-Fiukv to a hotel in 

dB'iBsool of Lusd^ - witii just-flieclotbes 
" tii^ ware wearing ; 

llmaccidentleft'fte'^l^-fyiligODoiie' 
.aride, haffao ihMieig ed and gronnoed on a 
'MwkI hanfr m - fiift miiHli* nf-fhft'M^ ii«ir | 
dm vill^ - of Alnbbal, diqnt 
S8(Mcm soolfa of -Cairo. Rroseontian-au- 
. dnrities have <pened an investigation . 
and .a tecbiricai cmnuritlBe was cs- 
tabtidiedto examine die ennser in order 


tomakesoretbattfae tia^dy wasnottbe 
result of a sfap malfuntmon. An Antirio- 
langoage newquper repoited that ^ 
same op — then called Betdice — sank 
in the same location in the early 1980s 
and was soibsequeody refioated. Bnt the 
iqport conld not be confiemed. 

' The tfw f en tm l rains vriricb hit southem ' 
Egypt dnoughoDt the week flooded tiioo- 
sands (ff acre^ damaged higliws^ and 
destroyed scores of maloatiiift hon^' 
Fomroembem of ODefiDooify wereeleo- 
troculed on Sunday ni^ when an dec- 
trim^ line fdl on dieir home near Mbn- 
felout in the Govanoaate of Assiut A 
10-year-old ^ died in Al^nfii:^ ^icn 
die was crushed by a pahn tree to|pled 
'by the floodmg. A woman m Assiot was 
electroctded and another woman in So-- 


hag died of a heart attack when flash 
floi^ struck hear vilhge. 

The boc^ of a nine<yesr-<rid boy was 
found in a i£^ in Dahoui, m the Gov- 
emotale of Assmt, japatentfy after bang 
swqjt away the flo^. 

The botees destroyed by the strains 
were mainly mmlft of mod brick, winch 
dismt^mted in the flooifing. In Mallawi 
in the Gove morat B of Al-Mmy^ 260 
houses were flooded and rescue' teams 
sitiwTnptftri P eSraCUate their mhahitaifite 
,Thoiisanids of acres of ^acnlbiial land 
were also under water, and power and 
tdqriioae services were disnpted. 

Storms also bdied the Qovexnocate of 
Aswan, dgmaging hundreds of booses, 
ipsootii^ trees md tdqtiioDe and elec- 
tndty p^es. Jo some areas, water levels 




reached 1.5 metres and motorists had to 
leave tiieir cats on the roads and run fix' 
safitiy. 

In tbe Red Sea resort of Hurdiada, a 
man was killed by an electric abort cir- 
emt and 250 bouses were destn^ed or 
damaged, f gn m p ti n g the government to 
send tents and emer^ncy stpplks to 
the affected areas. Four charter planes 
carrying hundreds of tourists were &- 
vert^ to Cairo on Monday, as workers 
cleared the runways of Horgbada Air- 
port, wfaidi were blodced 4iy water, 
mod and rocks. The flints orig- 
inated in Verona and Milan in Itaty, Ba- 
sle in Switzerland and ^^eDlla in Aus- 
tria. The bad weather also intempted 
air traffic for 24 houns at Sharm El- 
SfaeOch, but flights resumed on Mon«^. 


Spy arrests 
trigger Israeli furor 

An Israeli Arab and an Egyptian 
accomplice accused of spying 
have been remanded in custody 
for 45 days. Jailan Halawi reports 


Egypt, bnjshing aside Israeli protests, bas la- 
manded in costody for 45 d^s Azam Azam, 
a 35-year-old Isnreli Arab, on charges of 
qiying for the Bdossad intelligence service 
anH acting to harm Tiarional interests. BmeH 
Abdd-Hamid, an Egyptian who alle^dly 
provided Azam with infonnatioa, was or- 
dered to be held for an equal period on sim- 
ilai ebarges. 

Azam, works fiir an Egyptian-Iaiaeili 
textile compauy, was arrested on 8 November 
outride a &iro botri and ordered to be held 
fix' IS (tays. Before the eaqriiy of that period, 
prosecutioa officials tins we^ ordoed him 
kept in enstody for an additioiial 45 days. Ifis 
arrest followed that of Abdel-Hamid, an em- 
ployee of the same textile conpany who, ac- 
cording to judi^ sources, coi&ssed to hav^ 
iog been recniited 1^ tiie Mossed during a 
traming visit to IsneL 

.^aiel-Hamid told mvestigatocs that he had 
met two young Aiub-Israeli women in Israel 
who recruited h™ and. his in 

Egypt 'was Azam. He hoer met the same wom- 
en in Amman th^ inm p collect m- 
foimation on foreign mvestment in Egypt and 
provided him a telqphooe nomher m ]g- 
xael vriiere tipy couM be contacted, judicial 
sources said. 

When Abdel-Hamid zetomed to Egypt, he 
met Azam who gave him equipment nred in 
qiying activity. The equpment was dm^ 
ing a aeaich of Abdet-Hamid’s house, the 
sources said. Security agents monitered meet- 
ings between Azam ^ Abdel-Hamid and 
s^ed documents described as evidence of 
qi^ring. 

The two SQspe^ were arrested shoctiy be- 
fore the openmg in the Egyptian cq^ on 12 
November of a r^jonal eco n omic coniei<exice^ 
prompting Isadi commentators to suggest tint 
the anests were designed to imdemifnft Israel’s 
position at Ak gaiiieriiig. The allegation was 
strongly denied ty Egypt 

The two were accused of pying for a for- 
eign slate and deUvamg mfbonation aimed at 
uadoinnimg ^ypf s economic, polilical and 
sriHtaiy interests. Abdel-Hanw was also 
cbar|ged vriA receiving money for paovidmg 

the bifafirmri nn. 

Azam’s sn agt has added to tiie tg ro ic a in 
Egjrptian-lsraeti relations. Israel, insisting tiiat 
^ is not a qiy, has protested his arrest to the 
I government and demanded timt he be 


Stranded in Sharm 


Floods in southem Sinai caused substantial damage to two five-star hotels and great dis- 
comfort to tourists. The owner.of an American tourism company criticised the offidal response 


*Tbote waft DO dedBa^, no toskb, i» xniimDg water 
in lite kftdied; dectrical poto toffled andpam trees 
obDqwed," tfd Tenxna Edce^ 'whose ^^toaoKya of 
dw hfiniT tobr grarg) had jostcoeqrieted a sotottsfid 
uuae to .tbper ^spt and were off their 

holi^ te SMom ffiShokb, reporis S^aa& 

Fttilowmg a heavy naAd!, flte ctedrepotfl area and 
tiie gioiind JSoor of tiie L i teP Mo lin enm Hotel woe 
flooded to flielmeea,'* said. Ihae.was 

of die mmmrgyty ggoa t t i r "ooged watBT to poor. 

Aft arr 'coBffidiDnes. The rinff of tiie hold 
next door eollqiaed and hs cSents were evaimated to 

onrhoid,”.riiBadded. . ' . 

Wlrik htetemiig to 9ye creStto tiie aaffof tiie hi- 
EdDBT.pufitiiBfalaniB stsBB^ outiie 
ahonldea of ‘tonrian and tiwi9»enniiBiq'”3q^ 
tiiat there was no iaiBastt u ctoe at Sham to deal wife 
emeigpkaeaL 'There was no't^'tDc^'cntfijrh^ 
Wteh^peDedir>.usvn&latiDynBfixipvab]Bi.Flanes- 
could hare been Aspstched imm Cano but tti(9 were 
not We were srianM hi.^iaslty c op dlti ons. R o ad s . 
were doR4 fiighto were canodkd arid titen vre hand 
tint tite was.cioa^ so anagoiGy fii^ris to. 
evacnatensooiddn'tbrid.'' . 

Lav^iing {XteK ba .tiie hbied sta^ Ecknt s^ . 
’’Ihey Ad an iiicrAUb job. W 3 A ito lotoben tecOilies 
aiwi ]u> ' luuau ig watei^ tiin sel 19 nmixdhs in tiie ' 
j lam' and cooked {riteqne st^ to ieed-flie 
[ gnestsaloiq wiffi tixise oftiiBneigliboiicbg ho- 


ld. The hotd i^nmagpr dyt evBylhihg hC COI^ but 
wind cooldhe do? He was unsnecessfiil in Us SOS 
cdl to CaiiD to send planes to airiift tiie tourists.’’ 
Edkff. who j q ritatiy briQ|8 otatiusiye Americm 
to u rgro tM onemcatianalcnnsestoUpierEgyp^Je- 

Ite govexinnent*s -ledc of dn^ to dee] vrifli 
eme^oicy as unfia^givahle. Eye^ effort rixxdd 
have been mw to evacuate die tourists, but notiriog 
wasdobe.Idoo’ttirink'aqybneknowsabouttbedcB- 
ma at Sham and they dundd.” 

EAnr. said die hem peo^ taOdiq about the lack 
of dtani^ in sonthem-Sid to cope witii fladi 
floods;: ’T understBid it is not unnsaal at this time of 
tiie year, but sinee it to coincide 'wiA the 

peak tou rist season there dioold have been some in- 
fiastrbctnre to cope witii emergades,” die said. She 
•stres s ed that ‘lad: of coonfinatian between tiie gov- 
eaunent and EgyptAir^ was also q iparent. hisistiiig 
tiiat “ialnxaft could have been seot ffl to evacuate ns.” 

. EdcB^ eiWeiem was i q ected by offhaals at ^ 
Mnristry of Tourian and EgTP^Ai^ ^riio said the iuh 
fixtonate dtoathm was the re^ of a natuiat disaster 
and not tiie government’s fiulL *Whst bmpened was 
a natmal *«v«h e for vduefa ™ govern- 
ment^ nor die h^ is leqiioodble,” nos se in Badtan, 
nnder-secretaiy q the nrimsay, told Shcfine Nasr. 

■ The i nta cnntiiiMrtri hocd was paiticulatly nn- 
fintonatlie becanre it is eoostioeted on idativdy lower 


greater thex^” Badfoi sf^' 


Hift -miniwiy later 

ceived fiom 

Red Sea Governor Zaher 
Abdd-Rahman that diesis 

iiatinw hftH i fth iinftit go ntir - 
tnfti atiH hdidaymdcBta 
were back on the beach, 
Badian added. 

Talaat Iw h of 

EgyptAir’s mamtenance 
dq w rtm co f, said die na- 


Hrewery goes private 

fri a continuing privatisation, drive, a.majority share in the nation’s only beer 
manufacturer beerisold to a EuropearbAmeriGan group 


The . nifaiistetiaL povstisataon oomn^ee^. 
mider Fimte Mmsa Kamal EJ-Ganzoix^ 
last WB^ qipsoved ^ sale of Ae C^b 
ghftrirtHw Hoteil.as wdi as a luqouty date 
in the AtAfaram Bevaa^ 'Gonipany 

^ fflftBft BiBftj-j m. 

ports Ganaail EaatB EI-IMb. Thie ftqi ccofe- - 
~~~ies,whicbare8nbsidiaIiesof1iaeBcdd• 
rv MnpM iy for T^nwMg, Tooism arid 
are m^or itenis cu tiie govenir 
mwit’BpiivHlr— *’**"l*“*t!l'*'""*^ . ' . 

Aboiri 75 per cent of ABC’s d i a te s we re 
add to agroq) fimnedby sevrn .Enropean 
and Ameifoan. joatitudons for 

LE231 TtwTKrtn — LEfiOmilEonhigberlfaan 
tiie vahte estintete made die Central. An^' 

itingAgenpy. ' 

Vi^fe Bd, tbe o o riip*u y*s 

rf m iHi MM i , told AJnAhrwii ffbe ^.diq die , 
who jrttgednqeAglD fosn'dteso^ . 
oSedImm(hrx 9 ,iniflDdBDIO Baring Se- 
curities Morgan Ssbliy in I ^ md oo ' 

and HAW Atecnticna] of tiie Ihnted 
Cathheiig-Tedey, the 'gent Da^ 
lxewa;win0(mdeteGlBnedaqiiBtti8B. . 

Bd said the dedhad been condoned wjAa 
dnrereiBeofLEtiSJO — IS12Iq^iertiian. 
tfo8toGfcn»fad]Bieft*’lhiftdre^ 
tre md mm pnObUe tinh the sde Fqid 

Cola and'dte Boilea CDiqiar7 ” be . 

Aooertinq to Eld, 'tite bi9»'tee to tranar 

fry thft cQa|nB]{y*s tiitec fiBibneft in GIm, 


Aksmidtia and Sharq^ govemontes to 
tiie new rndnstrial cflies of lOA r^Raotedan 
and 6A of October. They abo pledged to re- 
tain tiie conmany’s 3^00 -employees and 


iasl£221 mflUomomaovate 
. flielueiving eqiqxnent 
• ABC was mst pin q> for 'Salem Aesan- 
zno" (f 1994, but 'n^otiations .wiA inter- 
. estedbqyem fen tiiioogh>I<eri Jane; 3(> per 
cent ! — or 1,350 "wiHnn — of tiie com- 
'par^B diaies weie pot i^ fin puUic sub- 
. tciitahiu on diB'stod:'madP8t Bnt otfiy 25 
per cent were sold, forLE76xonfion. 

• ' ABCbaisapaid^qicqriia] ofl£SK)iiriIIion 
in. the finm cff45 imlEoa dares. It 'was first 
m 1897* as a private beer pro- 
dneer mider Ikance fiom w* Dtrtch l&iM- 
.enooman^andwasnationafisedmlRtiS. - 
ABCTbotties bere tader tiie Stdb brand 
iBtne and piodnoes two ncxMloahidfc bev^ 
ec^es . — BneD and Fayzouz. . It showed a 
IB14 ntiDion profit last' fiscal year. 

The CairD Shcafcxr Ihitd, wliirii b 
owiad by flw l^yptiaa'Geaetal Coaqany 
fix: Tourism, and Hotds '(EGOTl]),'b one 
of38 boteb and tourist villagBS cm Aeptt- 
vatisaticni ha approved by theicalxnet bst 
Fdxoaiy. It was -sold to a joint ^yptian- 
Lifayan poop -fivlBSO miffinL - 
The sde of ABC was 'wdcomed by eo- 
cnonne expet& Ahmed'iURi Janail. an m-. 


mer finance mndsier, ic4d the Wed^ dat 
the government’s success in seDing ABC 
proves flat die govermnait b serions about 

that ABC's ' sab deal ' should 
prompt die government to fiicia on sdfiog 
'Corqaniesto ‘stzatq^* mvesttxs, of 
potting qi dares fix* sab 00 da stock mar- 
ked*’ Abn Ismail said. 

He sad Ae sab of amirdar ofpidilic sector 
ertmpMiiea fl«i dift atedf TiMffcit W rnmner 
go he I nn Hi HI in shazes,” 

when die ftwmpaiiiea enneefiift<rjM»iH haVB 
beoi sold to mvestrxs I nto e sted m laimig 
di^ proAictive eqaeaty.- *T hqa tins m^ 
pdvatissticaistepwiDsoonbefiiDowedbycA- 
os and that ^gypt win go into the next cadiBy 
' widioatapiracsect(q’’AbDbmafl8dd. 

He objected, howevea^ to the sab of Ac 
Hfttfti i-jaabe the pri- 

vadsatkai of piddb conganies, I stnx^ 
object to privatismg heads,” Abu Ismail 
said. He argued dat hotels, particolaiiy 
diose overiookmg die Nib, shendd be re- 
tained by the state because Arir value a in- 
creasnig aD the * tiwh b Ae r e as cxi 
Arab hzvestixs are Ibaigng cn the pundare 
of hotds: tiieir jxofib are toi^tiag and (heir 
real "note prices are he ■***(- 


Edited by Wadle Kirolos 


The mndstry, he added, went on Ac alert, setting qi 
an araond-Ae^ock hot-lme *wiA hotels in Upper 
Egypt to provide vriateva* aid mi^ be needed and 
also to receive corqilamls fiom tonrists. *^ut becauae 
telqAaw lines were at [wiA Slwmi El'SheilAl 

jgnmft Tni^it Imiift frmH it difltwih fat Aft mm- 

isliy,” Badran said. 

yet da ministiy kqx I 
a dose watch on d» sittm- 
tion at Sbann. *We arioed 
the atdarjties q Sharm Et 
SheaUi airpoct to pcov^ 
the waiting passengers wiA 
hot meab and aslted davd 
agencies to ac^uri flair pro- 
Epmreeg SO. as not to re- 
ceive more tonrats in die 
ftfflirted srea,” 


tioral Garria* could not have seat in pbnes to evacuate 
flw stranded tomisb because the airporb q Sharm and 
Hm^iada were closed on Sunday and Monday. Run- 
wgys were flexided and vi^rility was reduced to 100 
metres. *T1ns b not die fenh of EgyptAir, siiqily bad 
weather;” he said. 

Bq Heg^ hhmieil tlBvd HgeMftft fijf hri n g in g |q 


A a message to President Hosni Muteak, 
Prime Mwiiaiftr Riny an wn Netanyaho, yaiit the 
diaiges a gainst Azan, a Dtuze fimn northern 
Israel, were con^^letely unfounded. 

Bm Mubuak, m an interview published last 
Thursday m Israel’s mass circulaticm news- 
pqier Yediot Ahronotf rqected Israeli claims 
thq Azam was innocenL He said tbe mm libs 
cao^ wiA *%visibb inl^ and other took of 
the trade. 

“Now it is done, the man b nnder aif^ and 
there is nodmig to talk qjoot,” Mubarak anid. 
‘‘We don’t febneate. It was an Egypti^ citizen 
udio gadiered and passed on infixmation u ex- 
Ghange for money be received fiom your mao. 
They caught Azaxn wiA invisible ink and odwr 
dongs. If yon were to catch someone Hke drat 
over here, would we say you made die story 
qi?" 

But Mubarak abo called for discrest nego- 
tia'tions to resolve the issue during an mter- 
*view on Israeli public tdevision. ‘If we can 
do something, it Aould be done ftr fitxn 
the qwtli^ of Ae media,” be said. *Tstael 
has in the paq arrested Egyptians [snqiected 
of spying] and we did not so Imid... 1 
don’t understand what tiiere b to qiy on 
here. Our two countries have establirim re- 
lations and we don’t h^e anytiiing to hide. 
If you have questions, ask.” 


Cairo LitBEoatioiial 
PopnlaticHi Confereoce 
‘TJndatheaiisincesof 
BIiMi&SiBanMDbara^ 
8-12 Deceauber 1996 

iJctintiy Oiganized by the 
Atematioiial Union to die 
Scinti& Study of! 
jPopulalion (lUSS^, 
(ESeWA), 
.Cairo Demogrqdiic 
Centre (CDCX and a 
number of other 
oeganizariems, Pnrfessors, 
experts, scholars and 
reseaidiers from the Arab 
Wolrd and other coontries 
win panicipatB m its 
activities. 

;The Conference 

Progra mm e conqxises 30 
Scientific sessions as well 
a number of -side 
meetings. 

All scientists, researchers, 
members of interested 
national sodqies, and all 
iparties concerned, are 
OOTdially invited to attend 
and participate in the 
iConference activities. 

Far more _itttdrmadon 


• Cairo Demographic 
Caotre. 

78 Street No. 4 E1.4jad8ba 
El-cdya- Mbkanam 
Tei:5060735-5060950 
Fax:S060797 
ELMaklouf 
CDCDirector 

•rossp 

34 , roe deft Ao^nstins 
4000 Lioge - Belgiiim 
Tel:3241224080 
Pax324222W47 


Oj^C&KT tSEj-IdKTS 
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MENA III 


21-27 November 1996 


The changing face of MENA 


The thf^ regional economic conference 
widened the scope of regional 
integration beyond Arab-lsraeli 
cooperation, writes Sarnia Nkrumah 


The 3rd Middle East/Nordt Africa Ec- 
onomic Conference (MENA 1^ held in 
Cairo last wedc r qi i ese ute d a dnaitiire 
from ibe nevious two gummttB xius 
xound, pMtic^ pressure was broi^t to 
bear on Israel, rather Aww on the par- 
ticqnting Anb states. There was no 
gffninitfKW over (he jpaoe of bnel’s io- 
tegndon into the le^on, dfeer. OfGcials 
from die hi^level delegBSiaos of Egypt, 
Jordan, Qatar, Palestine and Europe qpoke 
in file same reiterating theb con- 

viedon that witiiout a coBqndiensive and 
just peace economic integiatkni wiD o»- 
tizmetp suffer. 

Thra view prevailed in the Cairo Deo- 
laration issued at the end of the confer- 
ence, and fiffwitiwlly backed the piincqiZe 
of land’fbrpeace eatp r e ssi ng a **com- 

nritment to tiw aduevement of a just, 
ing and comprehensive peace in the Mid- 
dle E^ on tile basis of the of tiie 
h&drid peace Conference, established by 
UN Security Counefl resolutions 242 and 
338.” Stopjm^ short of blaming Israel fbr 
the cr^M Palestinian economy, the deo- 
teradon called for tbe removal of ”re- 
strictive measures and closured to ‘Tno- 
vexit the decline of and eontiibnte 
posi^ty to tiie pezfozmmee of the 
estiman eooncHXty.” 

The events leading tqi to the conference 
set tbe tone. A Sbw weds previously, 


Egyptian ofBctals made it known that they 
cmisidered postyoning or even tainwiinig 
tiie event due to Arab hifietieaee with the 
Israeli govmment's in 

peace n^jottainns Having finally an- 
nounoed that MENA m woM take place 
on schednl^ die Egyptian gn y ewnnanf d^ 
coded to br^ wttn precedents by 
it known that n^jonal integnihm is p(» 
sible witii or witiiout IsraeL As one busi- 
nessmen put fee Cairo e«wfe>^KTe was 
about contacts and deals but not oeo- 
essaiity wife IsraeL 

Ehnmg the three-day conference, en- 
eigies focused od cGschipg Sjtdga in- 
vestment agreements, wife Egypt man- 
aging to secure deals wortii SIO h«nio«, 
aoeonting to ofiBdal figures, hfoa pre- 
Ununary buaness aceem announced in 
Cairo were between Western and Middle 
Eastern ccoqienies, making MENA IH 
more of a wodd feaa 

a venue for comraocial aetiidties between 
Arabs end Isradis. 

hi the absence of political sqiport, there 
was a coosincuoaB lack of new Atab- 
f«ei*^ii mega^sclmmes. FKlnnhieiy agre^ 
ments between the Israeli and Arab gov- 
ernments proposed last year at MENA II 
were postponed, shelved or cancelled No 
Icmger is Qatar' committed to sqqttymg Is- 
rael wife 2 mfllion terns of lupi^Bed nat- 
Ura] the of UOdeT- 


gtantBng (MOCJ) Signed between the 
AmeiicanKiwned Enron Development Ov- 


Tfau year, fee Egyptian General Petrole- 
um Corpoiaikm, Amoco £@Fpt 00 Com- 
pany — a subaSaiy of the American 
Amoco OorpocatioQ — and Tudoey's Be- 
tas PeMleum ^Mline Cuipmalkm sigi^ 
a S2-4 bn^ MOU to expi^ ^yptian liq- 
onfied gas to Ttnfcey. The eadkr proposal 
to bsdu s ptyeline to su^dy Isw wife 
Egyptian natural gas has not materialised. 

Tte t»onal msdtutioos that stole the 
KmeHght In Amman last year took a bade 
seat in Omp. The diartcr of the Middte 
East-Medhenaneanltevel and Tourism As- 
sociation is yrt to be ra^ed by i^ypt and 
the Pakstinho National Antiimity (mA). 
The Middle East Devdopment Bank ham 
not received the seal of qipioval fiem nugor 
Gulf countries. As for the lUyoml Bix^ 
ness Council, **h is in a stalemate ihie to po- 
litical igse^” said Raouf Saa^ ^ypoan 
depidy anwaftwir ferai gn wwniawr ‘Pat 
«5niHii pivate his in e a s me n boycotted the 
council in protest at the closures of tbe West 
Rmk and Gaze,” be added. 

In another dqwture fixnn previous sum- 
mits, tiiere was no inr.KnnSMi to put a 
glossy sbmg on tbe Middle East peace pro- 
cess at MENA ni, at least on fee Arab 
side. Dissatisfictioa wife die policies of 
tiie Israeli government were vodfenusly 


e^qtf c ased by Amb officuls. Patestimm 
anger was not 1^ under restraint At one 
pomt laaeli Fixumce Mmister Dan Mer- 
ito was subjixiBd to a tirade of aocusa- 
tioais finm an Arab jomnalte ‘Takstine, 
the Focus" was the gnibiem on the Pal-. 
Mtinim stand at the oonfere n oe’s basniess 
centre, in «»fe mne«» to the iomcxtance 
MENA IQ ”**^**^ to the nera of ad- 
dressing the e itnfjrq i on fee 

gnundln the West Bank and Gaza. 

F(diiics i n ty osed hsdf on the co n fe r - 
enee’s agenda. Quei^ on tbe delayed se- 
dmloyment of Isradi troc^ in Hdmin 
and Inael's to rrieare Azam A^ 
zam, tiie suspected Israeli spy in 

Enpt leeeotty, were made to every Isnidi 


to an interview wife tim /htaitcaii TSmes 
on the final d^ of file emifereooe, Flceadent 
Mifearak said tint Israeli Prime Minister 
Bmyamm Netanyahu replaced an at- 
mombere of trust and confidence wife a 


wall of suqridoo and b itte rne ss , in tins stat- 
ns quo of doiibt and sn^ricita, Mubarak 
hhceiwd , it win be veiy difficult to deal wife 
tbe Isra^ attiw leva of govenimeols. 

This is not to say that & Iscadi basniess 
delation was inactive at tbe c onfer mce. 
JhfecL tire Isiada were keen to eniphasise 
feat tiiexe was active dialogue between the 
Israeli end Arab business dd^atK At the 
laadi project piesentatian, a senior adsris- 


er to the lasdi Minister of Agriniftnre, 
Samnd Pobcnyles, disclosed tiiat 15 Egyp- 
tian private tximpanles are woriang wife 
Israd oa agcieidliiial prpjeeto. At tiiie same 
thi^ the Tsiadi delegirion adopted a loiw- 
IHOffie mroacb. "We do want to give 
names and ityset onr Arab partners.” In es- 
sence, tiie Isra^ had veiy littie to riuw 
for their labour exo^ pi^ousty^igDed 
deals and oil-going dialogue. 

A mimher of ^ypti»4aadi buriness 

wodcing gronps are m the process of fomuh 
tiontoiiiooitoroopperationiadiffiieatse^' 
tors of the ecaaomy. These will coimmse 
hiiginejaanen foHD bofe OODOllMe antTwill 

be bedned a polttiesl committee to in>- 
mote the peace process. Bowever, SaidEl- 
cmimian of file Eg^tian Basmess- 
men''s Association, noted tut **ihis project 
has not yet bc»i trandated into action, and 
neither have members been selected.” 

”Govemmeais cannot restrict private 
conmets,” said ou ^yptian Foie^ Mm- 
istry ffigned private joint Aiab- 

Isneli wM it m M laooeed desj^ political 
tensioDS. ^le suu tiiat receivBd ooD- 
sideidile attenrian was tiie S1.2S USkn 
Middle East Oil Refinezy (Ididpr), a jeunt 
EG^tian-Isiaeli private venture signed 
over Ayear ago. Tbe fiunemg of the pro- 
ject was recently end wodc wiD 

at fee end of the year. The Israeli 
pertner, Yossef Mauxnm, commeoted that 


ptrifo'cal (fifibrences aside, in tin paet 17 
yeacs *^gypt bas driivaed all dm oil it 
bad pledged to Isniri whfain the fiam^ 
weak of & 1979 peace treaty between the 
two oomxtries.” 

The Iscaeli piesaice is an est^ilisbed 
feet at file MENA gatiwrings. Tim Israeli 
Raiiir w8s among tfae psrt- 

nera the canferenee^ vriio also m- 

duded Egypt’s Ccmmeidal Intecnstional 
Bank and Ezz Grotg). Naturally, Ha- 
poalim's contiibation was aolkited earlier 
in the year, before the Israeli deotions, 

Facuhaiing inter-Aiab cooperatstm to at- 
tract potential mvestorswaa another theme 

promoted by Arab officials, with ^ypt 
manag in g to secuTC somc modest deals 
wife Onn investors. It remains to be seen 
vfeether mter-Aisb coo p eration will be- 
emne a hanmaA of sd>sequent MENA 
given tbe ««iitimiaH lack of 
entfius iasm riiown by mqor Gulf eoan- 
tries, oofmled witii the tU^ of Arab 
ital and skilled labour from tiw r^ioD- 

Tbe thnd conference 

have feduied fewer officials tiian bnsi- 

iwaamen «»rt t ¥i pa i^ tO .thc pCevioUS UO 
mmini ts ^ but tilC ftiwaim i rf a T M S M SUT- 
w mi wt i wg the conference gueranteed that 
politics had astrmtg buzing on busmess. 
At tbe very least; die snccess of MENA IQ 
win not be musured by the extent of 
Azab-lsiadi cocqieialioo. 


MENA in may have been about business, writes Niveen Wahish, but Egyptian and Is- 
raeli businessmen were of different minds about the impact of politics on the conftBrence 


in the eye of the beholder 


Israeli businessmen vfeo took part in MBNA QI 
may elaipi that it was bushiess 88 usual during tfae 
evoit. but dinr Eg 3 rptian counterparts begged to 
diffir. The Eigyptians argued tiiat the foundations 
for a sound busmess lelatimislup caimot be laid so 
long as political tensions are hi^ as a result of tiie 
unrest brou^t on in the Pafesmiian self-iute areas 
and tiw Occiqiied Territories Ity Istadi Premier Bi- 
iiyunm Netuyahu’s hard-line policies. Egyp^ 
burinessmea are, in riiott, teoooddering doing 
busioess wife tiw same Israelis that fe^ had 
turned to following tiw a gnmg of tiw 1993 Pal- 
estinian-biadi peece a^cement 
Accofding to (Sadi Sassower, chaimum of Israel 
Shippers’ Council, and owner of a fieight- 
fornnuditig burinesa, Isndi buriiMssmen were 
very well received during the conference, deqiite 
tbe recent political tensions between Arab 
world and Israel And while be admitted tiiat pol- 
itics was a core issue during his talks wxdi Egyp- 


tian busmessmen, in the end, he noted, *feiisiDes8 is 
business”. 

Sessower, vriio was viri^ ^Syp* for the first 
time, said ttolyp ar ti dp aling in tiw conference he 
was able to nwke mimeious key Egyptiin and 
Arab buriness contacts. Consequentiy, fw expects 
feat in tiw future, "maity deals come out of the 
contacts we have made during tiw cooferenc^. 

Similariy, Mandy Baxai^ di re ctor of the Middle 
Fjigt DaMstawnt in the Federation of Israeli Cham- 
bers of Co mm eroe, said that contrary to his ex- 
pectations, no one refiued contact wife Israeli 
busiiwssaieiL Barak had brought wife him about 
1,500 brochores on business m Israel, and had ex- 
pected to return wife xoi^ily half of them un- 
distributed. to bis surprise, tii^ were all 
snapped within tfae first two of tiw confer- 

ence. *Tlus demonstrates tiw level of interest in 
doing budness wife Israel,” he said. 

Adfeessing the cucrent political CensiQii, Barak 


stressed his conviction that bnsinessawa will even- 
tually pie s sur e polWetMig to resolve ttwir differ- 
ences. In tiw meantime, however, "businees mi^ 
go slower, but in the en^ it will win,” he s^ 

Barak's belief is minored by a wetMafonned 
Egj^Mian official, who is counting on tfae eloot of 
busmessmen to move tiw peace process forward. 
The sonree, requested anootymity, said that 
Eg^s ho^ hinge on Iteaeli bumwasmai pres- 
sunng their leadership to adopt a more moderate 
appiotth to peace, espeeialty in li^ of tfae feet 
feat since tiw talks reached an impasse vrifli fee 
Palestinians, trade between i^ypt and Israel has 
declined. Ibds trade shm^ be argued, has not so 
much afifertett Egypt as it bas angered IsraeU busi- 
nessmen who, as a reKiIt of Netaityalm's policies, 
“are sostaining a loss in {uofits wtai^ tiwy will not 
tolerate for lo^. 

Abdel-Rafaman El-Sawy, president of System En- 
gineerh^ of Egypt, a oo iupu te r tBchnology finn. 


said ***** alflvwi gh hi* Kni* of bnshWSS of fowtg linn 
tiw chance to deal with any and all nationalities, in 
Hght of tiw present cheuiiatanc^ he is hohfing 
when h conws to dealto wife Israel He ex- 
plained that his badness is' based on continuity, 
which does not mvoive providtog only the teeb- 
nok^, but also m«‘niwTMTMw and spare parts. "We 
cannot guarantee this eontimiity wife the unstable 
situation in Israel,” he said. 

While El-Sawy’s rtimpany has not done aiiy 
boshwss wife load, otiw» have. Maged Ri&at, 
flhaitmiim of TraOS-Tech Rn gmeerin g CaaOpBIiy, is 
an j^yptian bttsmessnian who first begm to vnMwl 
and deal wife tiw Israelis foDowing the signing of 
tfae Oslo Accords. The peace agreement gave us 
the inquession fr**t the Middle &ist was going to 
be a stable place to do business,” he said. His 
hopes, howe^ were riwit-lived and wife tiw »• 
cahttioa in tenrinn, *fioost of oar buaness in tfae 
area is now an hold," said Ri&aL 


Amman puts on the breaks 

Jordanian officials at MENA III warned that Arab economic coop^tion with Israel de- 
p^ids bn progress in the peace process. Doaa B-Bey reviews ttie Jordan^ position 


At tiw start of MENA IQ, the head of tiie 
JtHdanian delegation, Tc^ and Industry 
Minister Ali Abu Bs^wb, openly warned 
Israd that there eoi^ be “no business 
without pesob" 

He emphasised that IsraeU practices and 
attempts to delay the implementation of 
agrecoKuts signed witii tiw Pakstinians 
vrould in^wde Aiab-Isrreli economic 
cooperation. 

Although tiw same warning was re- 
iterated by other Arab stat^ the Jordanian 
wanting was especially rignifican^ Israd 
has coDsideied Jordan as its closest fiiend 
in the regim foDow^ the ooiwlusioa of 
tfae Jofdanian-lsraeii peace ^gFeemeot in 
October 1994. 

Jordan, for its part, renuuns eotiiusiastic 
about eeoQomie Unks wife Israel — if tiw 
peare proc^ gets bade on track. Jor- 
danian Mini^ of Plaating Rhna Khalaf 
does not go along with the often-repeated 
Urw that 'what has been promoted as ee- 
onomic cor^wration with Israel is to tbe 
bmfit of Isnwl alone.’ 

On tbe contrary, she argues that econom- 
ic cooperation wife bra^ wife its tege 
end solid economy, vest tedmokigicel 
base and good marlGeting network, could 
be of great benefit to Jordan. Tfae priority 
for Jonian was how to take adveiui^ m 
fe^ strong pomti, she added. 

However, she admowledged that in tiw 
absence of a suUable political enviromxxait 


in tfae i^;ion, such cooperation was bound 
to be hampered, aid tiid levels of ccoiioi^ 
k interaction could not be based solety on 
fee pottntid eccQOfiDC rewards. 

Tbe polfo'cd prerequisites haw» to be in 
place for sudi coopcaatiim to yield fiitits 
W aU paiticipaiits arid for us to be abte to 
foster such cooperation,” she told AJ- 
Mram ffleetiy. ^ 

iOtelaf « *"» * *»»• optimistic about tiw 
peace process. "Eyety country indwro- 
gkxt irrespective of the economk mi^ of 
that coun^, win realise tiwt peace is tiw 
onty inable option,” she said, ^t may be a 
difficult process, it may go tinou^ some 
setbacks, but tfae realisation will come and 
there will be peace.” 

She was also poritive about tiw im- 
porianee of the Cw conference to tiw re- 
gion’s fotuie; vkwii^ h as a cantinuation 
of tiw Casablanca ***** Amman nwetir^S, 
ahboi^i has ***** a H»fffe* gnt political 
and economic nwffiwgg * ee«i riing to tiw 
dicuiiistaiwes pieviriUng at tiw tirrw. "Cas- 
ablanca followed a polmcal breaktiuou^ 
Amman was the stating pomt for berii^ 
economic coo peiad b n between countries 
withm tiw legioa end outside. It was a foi^ 
inn where rech country was tritlng the 
worid that it is le^ to do buriness,” dw 
said. 

At tiw time of dw Griro eonfirawe, she 
rfii*iip*«***. dw peire procere WM paremg 
tuibulait l i **** * ^ *3nt tins has not 


eTOdedtiwconqwtmvesessofoureiiviiDO-- 
nnents as fer as busiiwss is (xmcenied, and I 
thmkinteiaiatioiialinvestoisaiestillriiaw- 
iog toteiest m the countries of om n^pon, 
wi^ is nbealtiiy aigiL” 

She described dw conference’s seminaiR 
and woiksbope as “exceflenr, because 
dwy allowed the public and priv^ sectors 
to meet and exchange views. "As an of- 
ficial I am always veiy pleased to listen to 
dw private sector, to discover how they see 
our hryestmeDt e n vin an aeni; wfaat its 
dimtccouiigs ar^ and wbetiwr there are 
any changes they would like to see,” she 
saiii. 

Delates finm the Joidenian {xivate 
sector also eaqnessed th^ oppoatkn to 



kef sitDatiott. Taber El-Taher, a senior 
negnb er of Jordan’s Chamber of Com- 
merce, and a member of tbe^prepazatoty 
committee for tbe MENA oouference, said 
fee Joirianian private sector was not in a 
frame of "«"*** to g*w****w joint vestures 
wife dw Israeli private sector in tiw canent 
political ritnatioiL He ei»i*n«t dot Isnwl’s 
mtransigeiiee bad affected fee eooooniie 
cUiwue of tbe iqjon, and called on Israel 
to show a seel hdeiest in peace end abide 

hy Hie •igfwi w g r aw n e n K 

Nevertiwkas, tiw Jcrdsniaa busnwsa 
oente was a bnty meethtg place for Jof> 

* *Mwiji n anri Iwrij bn i in i i p t m iw «inrmg fiw 

conference. 


Regionalism 
with closures? 

MENA 111 provided a fbmm Ibr the Palestinians to re- 
mind the worid that the Israeli closures have shut out 
any prospects for future prosperity, writes Doaa B-Bay 
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A mqority of the Palestinian bori- 
ness *vwnmimity boycotted MENA 
QI, but file 15 delegates who at- 
tended described tiw conference as 
fruitfiiil because of tiw netwodring 
that took place between tiwmsdvea 
and their Arab and non-Arab ooim- 
ter pai t s . 

The conference gave tiw Pal- 
««»iiiiana fiw **■"«« to present a lisi 
of projects that need to be hiqil^ 
mented in Gaza and tiw West Bank 
end for sriiieh tiwy are seddng fi- 
M**M"g "We presented private as 
weD as publk seettv pnyecls. We 
believe feat such projects win prob- 
ably be attractive to some foreign 
iMmuMimwa intesesled m joint u w nfiir w 
pcdecis in Palestine,” Palretinian 
Mimster of Economy Masri told AI- 
Akram Wet!^ 

Tbe economic coufaeace also 
senred as a political frnum for Pal- 
estinian officials to condeum pub- 
licly dw Israeli (dosute of Gm and 
tiw West Bank. Masri said: "It is a 
fonim whereby we have been able 
to !»***— **** tiw message to tiw worid 
^DS^D08S OQOlBlUDlQr tbst S&QC&CQS 

end eksmes by Isi^ as well as tiw 
political mqiasse caused by tiw oon- 
midemeatatioo of tfae terms of fee 
agreement are not conducive to tiie 
success of tiw peace pcocess. Nor 
are tii^ coDdoeive to r^ional.bnsi- 
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He addea that "tiw foots of tiw sit- 
nathm as feey an beh% ea^wsed to 
tbe worid business oonxmumty” wiD 
exert pre ss ur e on Israel to put an 
end to tiw policy of ciosuie and 
foree it to bonaonr the agreements 
agned eadkr vrife the Falretinians. 

The liGminer enqiiReised feat free 
trade wife dw Isirelis and fee clo- 
sure of tiw territories are in* 
craiipitihte. “Our lives have bccrane 
do mm ettd by fiw cooe^ of seera^ 
ity as advertised Ity fee Isiadis.” 
Maad esqoessed his fine belief that 
no eemnan y can “snrvive, develop 
ox grow” under such condiaoas. He 
sud tint Pakstinians are woddi^ <si 
a coovoy basis “where only a few 
a u da at a time axe aDowed to enter 
or fioni Pabstinian teiiitoiies.’’ 
la seaidi of a solution to tiw con 
tod sfinatton, he celled for free ac- 
cess between Felesthw, Joitiaa and 
Egypt and having a port and an 8 e> 
poet in Gaza. “We mnst be allowed 


to trade fiedy and move fieety to 
survive," he added. 

Nabil Shaatii tiw hGnister of Flan- 
nmg and Intematiaiial CoopeiaticB, 
told a press oonfirence on tiw sidn- 
fines of dw main cortference tint tiw 
Palestinians went to pres sure Israel 

into ahiiiing 1 ^ tiw ^glWd Sgie^ 

nwnts., He conaidered fo rce” la- 
nd’s particroalum in tiw con feren ce 
and Israeli demands fiir fiee trade 
wife tiw Arabs and tfae Uflmg of tiw 
Arab boycG^ ‘^(esn^ule, Israel, in 
peaceti me ; nmqxni^s soffocafem 
closiire CO tiw Pdestimans,” he 
He express ed hm that tizis confer- 
ence would set dear con di tio ns for 
Jared’s intiqtation into the econo my 
of die tegioiL TsiBd has to be com- 
mitted in substance and on tiw 
g ronad to tiw peace a grrem ents and 
it most end- tiw suffocating dosme 
of Gaa and West Bank," he said. 

Zciifi Al-Nadnshibi, Palestmian 
Ffannce Mhustei; also blamed fee 
high unemployment rate m Gaza 
and the West Bank on tiw Israefi 
closure of the Palestmian t erri t ori es. 
Speaking ^ plenaiy on 

tfae fiiat day of tiw confixenoe, Iw 

glntod tiwt nngwip lft ynviirf tmH 

teadwd 60 per c^m Gara. and 45 
to SO pereeDt in the West R*nlf. 

He e^qibined ***** lared’s *«***«»«^ 
towards tiw peace accords is blode- 
ing ifflonal cqopenlioib The party 
that is l uM np ari ng tiw 06806 
and debtying ***** iw ^i*^ leatation of 
the peace agreements is totally re- 

4 > 0 nsible for r^ional 

coopetatioix.” 

The of dw Pakstiman 

nunistm did not fon on deaf ears as 
participants fiom odwr «««*"** 
edioed tiw Pakstnnan (fair- 

ing the confaei w e. The find com- 
xxtuniqui of tiw oonfexmwe edb for 
removing the restrictive measures 
and closnrcs on the Palestmian ter- 
ritories. The eammnmqik dso eat- 
prereea tbe paitwipams* mffwwering 
commiuiwiit to tiw aduevanait of a 
just, *wd 

peacw in the Middle East (n the ba- 
ds tiw terniK of refe r e nc e of & 
Madrid Conference [wfaictii called 
fiw exchangntg land tar peace} and 
UN resohmgps 242 and s3$ fwhkfa 
«^ttwl Qxr Tcntol to witinhaw fiom 
the Arab territories it occtmkd in 
1967]. ^ 


A big piece 
of the pie 

As the host of MENA 111, Egypt 
captured the lion's share of the 
investment deals ‘ concluded 
throughout the 3-day conference. 

Shtoraen Ab dol R azek reports 


Egypt ooDchided a record SiO billion worfe of 
mva tmeat deals «**»**"c MENA in - a feat tiiat 
undencoied die nation’s success in restoring in- 
teoidianal confiderwe in its economy. 

Tcqipmg the list of mqor a gHtom e j its was tiw 

$ 2-4 oQfioO of imderafatndtn g 

signed wife Tbrioty and tiw US’s Amoco Cor- 
poratimi under wlndi Tbikey will be {xovided 
wife 10 bflliott enbk metres of Egyptian liq- 
itofind iMinnii gas amuislly starting m the year 
2000. The rignificanice of tiiis deal was not hs 
h^ va)^ bid tiiat h was totalty unoqwcted. 

Otiia Arabs, however, were not successful in 
conchidnig a dgnifiramt number of deals. A Kn- 
warti Development Fund grant of 18 rmOion (fi- 
nals fin tbe rehabilitation of Egypt’s s ani tary 
drainage network was one of the biggest Egyp- 
tian-A^ ^peemenls dgned doting the confer- 
ence. Additionally, there was the $130 imHion 
prdimmaty-agreement that Egypt signed wife 
several' Gi^ coonliks for a prograrnriie desigtied 
to boost trade between the tiro groiqis. 

Europe on tiw odier band. -was. one of tiw oon- 
ference’s most active partir^iants. Heavily xegt&' 
seated by mdividual countries, the Eun^) ^ Un - 
kn and tiw Emopean Investment Ba^ (tilB) 
sealed a large number of deals wife both the 
Egyptian pobfic and private sectors. The Italian 
govemmesDt finalkcri a deal granting tiw Egyp- 
tian Federation of Industries $250 infifion to up- 
grade Egyptian todusbies, partkabiiy leafed 
prodDCtkn. Moreover, Darmaik condoded an 
agcecnwnt wife ^yptian (ifiSdals to boild a oon- 
M centre fbr its wettkity n e tw o ik — an hn- 
poctant infiastructnro piqject that will cost 
proxhnately $30 nriDkiiL 

EIB concluded a deal wife the National Bank 
ttf 1^897^ ^ u polhrtioii-control prqjecL Eu- 
ropean private sector lepiescotatives were no 
1^ kea to engage m bosmess ^ypl 
Hedger Sefawendre; bead of Mereer Grieriwn, a 
nugor German dwinkel conqiany, said ***** his 
enin pan y faaS a $25 nn»*^ a g reei n a i f 

with Aba QirFeitifizeis CAQF) to purity and liq- 
nety carbon dioxide emissions film AQF fii^ 

toji— tti AIggiwiH ria wKlito nnim in ofeCT fal- 

dnstries. Greishen said that be bdkves Egypt is 
a fettik investnwnt ground. 

The Norfe American r^ion was also active at 
MENA QI wife tfae US driegation caneZorfing a 
rignificant of deals wnb Sgj^ .<thtp An- 


tigii ^QVCODMQt SOd pSEtOfiTS tO 

nance md supply entoianrneittal data to dw early 
wanting and navigation cmitrol tystem, vriiica 
anodwr American tedmology coxrmany, Lock- 
heed Martin, kmstalliDg in the GtUf of Aqaba. 

Mostafo Swi^ head of Loddwed’s Nfiddk 
East le^oo ni«rfc^g dneittiwiii said tiw op- 
gf SyStCm !s "**^ tO t*«^g*** twwf* Tiwi- 
uaiy. “Q is an eavncounexitaUy fideodly lamect 
which win protect marine fife and coral lees in 
an area where aeddents result in mini ons of dol- 
kis in dainage every year;” Shsiaf said. 

The project is a & tninwi joint ventuze in 
whidi tiw "Marina Tran^Mctatiott Ministiy vn*t 
tiw private Arab Acadenzy fbr Tedmology and 
Manne TranqioitBdan rr rmrnt tiw Egyptian 
side whOe t-«ckheed Mstin and tte govem- 
man-ccoitrolled Trade Development Agency 
zmesent dw American side. 

Shanfexpressedhis ccnqwtty’s wilfii^ness to 
extend tins mr^eet to include a slmQar 

tystem at fee of tiw Gulf of Sue^ Lu- 

oent Tedmologie^ a former subsidiary of 
AT&T, also signed a pralhninaiy agreement to 
msan 260,000 tele|flione Inws in Egypt 

Tbe Canadian go ve rnm ent signea an agiee- 
meat wife.Eapt aimed at ptotw^wig and pto- 
mofmg rnntori investments, fo tfae private sector, 
Zenon Environmental Systems com pa ny final- 
ised an agreement with bofe the Mimsiiy of 
Houai^ and New Urban Cotraamities and tfae 
Ministiy of Prodnetion CMMF). Marlin 
Hausduld, a senior Zenon official said tint dw 
agreeowm, noatexiafised afler extended ne< 

gotiatioDs; will provide hlMP wife fee toeb- 
nolQgjeal fidfities iweded to produce water ^ 
waste water fifaration g ytojwa 
Has techoedon win in fa™ be provided to tfae 
faGfustty of Uouring and New Urban* Com- 


SSUDuUSv 

Banschild said that after tiw ccmforence, a Ca- 
nadian trade P 1 MW M 1 would vkh avn*» of fee 
paiheipatiug^countnes m order to follow iqi on 

Aade'fiom tins loi^ fist of Incmive boriness 
agrera nents, MENA-IQ witnessed tbe growhig 
intet^ of m^tv fisci^i^ in ex- 

p a nd h i g tiiar mesenoe in Elgypt. France’s 
BanqueParjbaaMsdeririiritoiierfypnitvTMy^ 

two branch, and Mknsofl; as American cor- 
gnra ri op, ndll opm a legjmial iqvesentalive of- 
fice fae^ its first in an Arab conntzy. 

Adtffltonaf fispQrt&ip by UfaM BJifgi 













21-27Nmiberl996 


am 


MENA Hi 5 



EU serious about the region 


Five thousand ofIMaris, bushiBov phoiMo and me^ represenlatlvas attended MENA III hi Calros milling In the 
a m iridoie of the Caho International Conlieienee Centre In seaich of lucrative deals 


The Americans were impressed 
and encouraged, closing some of 
the biggest deals in MENA III. 
writes Nevine KbaHI 



for the 



On die fitst day of MENA. 

US officaab antidpated in-, 
credble peiftcoinice** by die 
US delegrtioo, iidndi, second 
in aze only tp'^ypt'a, in- 

Cihxted 260 hn ri nlf jM cmwm anH 

rqnesentadves ' of, 150 odm 
coizq>anies..And, inicrec&de^ it. 
was. Memben of die';US dd-: 
^adon waScad'as^ fiboi die 
event with their' a g at un w <m 
a sizaUe number-tf deab valr . 
ued in biUiais of dolha. With 
the final confamce participa!*. 
tion figmas now in, MEMA m 
attiaet e d ,100 more US boar 
TMsigmpjt rtim did its pre- 
decessor in Axnman-list year. 
Moreovi^ deals were st ruc k 

not fwily fm fhe twtJtiiwifinniil ’ 

coqNxate levdl, bnt dso with, 
small and wiMli»muqw! ian- 
leijBi&ea. 

fanpressed by die tmnout at 
MENA m, vdndi exceeded 
. that of die' Cesd^bnes. andL.. 
Amman coi if eiaices, US ps^ ' 
ticqnnts alsD land^ die role - 
p^ed by .dre pfimte secior- 
aivi ssull and mediDiii-aze 
businesaeSk .and were cocour- 
aged by die pro sp ects -of eor 
onomic pro^icdty ht -te 
dleEasL 

For Egypt ^pecxficdly, .and 
die other countnes of die re- 
0on m geneal,. diis h 'wd- . 
come and linxiy news. Ao;' 
cording to US ofBcials, 
Con pw no longer fivouni 
pii^mgdieiole ofaiichiin^ - 
Tdio cut aid to T ' 
eouiihi e s . . . Therefore, widi 
tne eooDoanc-gai 
m^nly m aedve hade ie- 
latioDs‘'Wifo..recqnent ooun- 
tiies, the. A m ei i cgm Boa nes s' 
Cente was sjieduve of aedv- 
iiy. Roi^ily^ 450 /matth^ 
iwaiwng appwDtroenis 
made at the office 
MENAIIL 

Ihe confeence dso afibid^ 
US bgshiesameB the oj>- 
2 ^ to wha e s s- first hand. 

iimiiniiiM* H afi iiin s tdOOg 

ji^ce in EgipC and dnoq^boitf 
the region. US Secretary of 
Stale Warren Onhttpher. said 
that MENA ccn ft i e aces geoar- 
$ie **eoiitacts diac cai lead to 
contract^, .a •*■**»"»«* diat 
proved to be tne after die Am- 
mm MifiuMBt ^dien.'60'Of foe 


150 . US' -'edogiamre .'pap- 
tidittdng lebirned to Jordan to 
tate a second look or to -sign 
corfoacts. 

Cbnstopha' .said . .diat US 
bnaiM»aiCT attemfibg MENA 
. ffiSd not come for ‘^ excoF-. 
. -aaoT, bot becanse **^19 dunk 
there is ii wpnr ftint bushiess to 
' be doner* didsto]foer, on wdiat 
is beUeved. to be bh la^. a»r. 

. ^pmeiit to die KGddle East as 
secret ary of stat^ led the of- 
fiehl US ddi^adoD. Americm 
busQ^ pei^ saw more 
pracdcal bosmess sesdons fom 
in prerriom ctaifereDces, bat 
stSr 'waiitod more bredc- 
ont' sesaons- related to jp- 
dn ridtHil - ii MlinJ i T Hc and COUDI^ 

. spotU^its. AhhoG^ beayy^ 
itBoded pobdcal pa^tMT^Khii ' 
was .not .required Antaicajis 
wanted to me^ wifo econtMuic 
mmivjM K to be fadeftd on gov- 

pfartic anil idmtHjwgfi, 

JoaEL'''Spezo; TJS . under- 
secretary-^ state, : 

JJawH'-Wedifyf dm' thc'US' 

to die confore^ 
was *Nccy pleased” with 

-ME94A IQ. ^>eio cited the 
hige onhoul of 4,000 del- 
^gites as a pins for dte eaPferr 
ence, saying diat MBM ' IQ 
: *^reaffizmed the intoortmee of 
foe laivate sectm:^ She said 
that die US govanmeiit is 
giyadymteiested in promoting 
private sector actrnty end <S- 
-aHogne anxtog ppUdeal and eo- 
onmuc leadeis in foe n^fon. 

' are intaeatod m ptp- 
mofoig peac^** Spero snd 
“That is die ultiznto olgective 
hegt^ and I dunk in made 
proigres s on an fitmt^** Doling 
a piM cauforence bn the last 
dry, '^p^. noted that MENA 
in readied a levd of “seoous,' 
nitty-gritty, husiriess aciivhy’* 
diat ffiqwned luenoos cbofor- 
eobes.-C!^ foeadent Hoani 

* 4 >wtnrie gt*tenvg¥t” 

. ob foe hiqioEtace of foe isi- 
vate rector fiu die fttore of die 
Egjpdia.and togfos's econ- 
auQT, die added that die Cairo 
coiubtence bad taken 1fae.pp>. 
cess . of T^jonal ooopenmon 
and in to giM Mi fo a “new 


made in. the eo- 
oaoaoG xeSoabs undertaken by 


foe vandns govennnents in 1faB_ 
lie^on . wre zecogEdsed and 
commended US - 

‘ men 'tifoo, .for too lon^ were 
. scaied.aw^ fiom inverting in 
the.bfiddle East. “The prii^ 
.sector needs die xigbt poliby 
environmeot;’’ Spero said, “so 
a prereqmsite fix' snstained eo-. 
- dnaniic growfo is duet each, 
eonntiy get its eoanoinic hoore 
in order.” • . 

Qm suck initiative is 
US-E^ypt Fartnerfofo fw Ec> 
.dnonuc Devdopmen^. vriuch 
is headed by Pieadent Mu- 
barak and Prasdent Clinton. ' 
The jMttoenihm, which reeks 

to hi^BjPfrt mrt litiplewiptit ca. 

onomic reforans in Egypt, ^ 
to its credit the creation of tl» 
Presidente* Councal, an ad-. 
vxSDiy bofty TO foe presidei^ 
The council is cihaged wifo 
soggesting a host of much- 
needed reforms aimed at 
"boostnig , econop u c rdatioiis 
dte two oouniii^ 

>i TtU'/cauiical i^^yed a kc^ 
sudi as in- 
troduemg a series of projects 
and putting on centre stage 
l^y^s success on the ec- 
caxnnic lefbon from. Ibiahim 
Kamel, head of the 
• ride of foe Preridents'' 
c3, srid that foe large US con- 
tingent at .MENA IQ was diie 
to foe feet foat'“we had to ex- 
plaiu to duan what is goiug 00 
inEgypL” 

stated “had a 
very impresrive story to toll, 
and 1 hope wo soooeeded m 
telBng it SO pet^le 'wiD begin 
to vkw l^ypt as the best plrtte 
for invcstuieait in the woila*’ 
Kamel, is optimistic, but 
jndsng die.re^onse to the 
cosreiaioe on the part of the 
US delegates and bnsiness- 
men, die optimism is not with- 
out fbondatiaL US Secretaiy 
of Commerce Mickey Kantor. 
described Egypt as “a fiodqnn 
in the success of the. ip^on”, 
whife Dan^ Asasiaat Sec- 
retary of Onmneice Jutfidi 
said thrt US com- 
'peiite -“stood iqi and lec- 
ogpised” Egypt's efibrts at zo- 
forming its ecco om y. “We had 
to turn our fox off 

andrtop aocqnmg qpUcants,” 


rile said, recalling the prolific 
unmber of US cooip a n ies 
wanting to take part in MEI^ 
QL algft «||d thaf foe 

US private sector urged diat 
. the eon&renee be held 00 tune 
because the US beUeves that 
foe Middle East *Ts a plrite for 
. opportunity a fbe fijtme.” 

Christqfoer assoted that 
bnsmess eornuumities are. “foe 
coostituency for peace” in the 
region, and have a re- 
qmosibilxQr to work with their 
govCTuneais “to wi^ out . the 
bairieis, boycotts, prejudiees 
and taboos that obstruct com- 
merce and hrid this reman 
back.” 

Barnett agreed, noting that 
die oonfeience “tai^Jit us that 
' foe business people taay be die 
peacemakers”. Kamor de- 
scribed agreements between 
US borinesses andkfiddle East 

itr gairigafi nng as “foc «niH 

bolts of the Ipeace] process”. 

. Tbe^agreeJjMiils; siqiported 
by foe US < governmenl, are 
only sonte of die $20'1nlfion. in 
projects in foe Kfiddle East for 
which US finns were emn- 
petiqg. Contracts signed in- 
clude a S2-4 hOlioa deal be- 
tween ^ypt, Tmkey and the 
US oil gia]^ AMOCO, for the 
export OT liquefied natural gas 
fnmi Egypt to Tuik^, Oiner 
deals involving and the 
US iochide a pngeet with Eli 
lify and Cou^any, which will 
invest iqi to S22 nullion to. 
build a new 'ifoaiznaceutical 
manufoctodng plant in. 6fo of 
October City. The pdant is 
sdicduled to be operraonal m 
1998. Lucent Teebnologjes 
sifted a fianoewodc ^reement 
with foe ]^sy{Mnii Natfonal 
Telecommunicalions Organ- 
isations (AJRENTOX imder 
vriiidi Luceto wiD cooperate in 
entpanding Egypt's tole- 

commonicaiions netwcik to in- 
crease the number of telqfoone 
lines in by 260,000. 

This project is foe first phase 
of E^pt's fivo-yesr, ^ mil- 
lion line eaqnnrion plan. 

In the Palestinian' tenitoiies, 
US pngects included one by 
CalifoiniB State . Uuiv ei ah y, 
Stanislau Caoqius, - vtincih 
signed an agreeoieiit providing 



twins 


Nlveton VItaKM and 'Mona El^i^ look 
at two budding .i^lon^ institutions 


_ at MQ4A in fort' -week were' 
diat die -Kfiddfo. Bart Devdop- 
im-wf Bank (N^3B) and die Middle 

Trav el and' Tourism .-As-' 
gociariwi (MEMTTA) will spou become 
atealily.' . 

Elha^ El'Zayat, dtauman' arid chief 
executive of Emeco .Tkavd, 

Egypt, smd be esmeets MENfTTA .to.be * 
re gis tered soon, die agreeinait to 
«» fffahTigii foe. assoefotioB' • is itoified by- 
Eg ypt and die Falesitiniah Aidtority. The 
Egyptian, parifomot secouveBed two 
wedcs ago after its annual zeee^' 
vtohanv-ri 9ittydi, dhectarHeenod of 
the Fatestiman Coooal for De- 

vdopmoit and Reeuu8tI'uctioI^ e^fadned 
(bat iwi wt nftii ID be drae at bis.end 
was *Sust. a inatter of bu reaoa a qr.** 
Falemmans have ady bad, a- ligWative 
r onTirir since the Iw^iiining of-ttis year 
and they had rrbto xnqMCtant dungs -to at- 
•ttndtowbeexdanied.. 

MEMITA has nm into problems be- 
cause oflsmdi Prime Mhuster ffiiqnmin 
Netar^dni'S^ IrtzdJine anti-Aiab. policies. 
Eoyndan and'Pdesfoxiah MgEtm le- 
ceitt^ walked out of a MjtiM'i’i'A; tneef - . 
ing in ’nmis.hi protest<tf Netai^rtha's de- 
i-ieiiwt to.open a controvesid nmnd near 
Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jenisde& hi a^- 
tioo, luifeen ’Pwrlweiiiiims and Is- 

taeli traeps ta foe sdfnifo areas yd O e- 
aqried .Toritories lre«" scared ' tomte . 

away fivaa foe s^kai.% 

. Aficerdrag to B-Zayai, tire associate 
will pl^.a cnidal.nw in attmff ni^ mT 
to die iQgiooi'lByesKttS'.Ew be 


; encoamged to poor money .into the'' area 
once di^ feet that more tourists will 

iSAmai^ be ' 

. Many bdieve diat Mp^CTTA’s trials 
..are over and. that its fim ne is assured. 

' Pfedactides, lEpresaUative of 
MEMTTA’s intesim bomd of govemozs 
in Cyprus, said diat the lahne objective 
of .M^nTA is tomni^ r^onsl dee- 
.thiatiOBS ■ efiectivefy. He . ex p l ain ed ' 
' foe wants to find a coipmate 

brand image adurii wiD piromoiie the 
imiqueDiess of die and stress diat 

- foe area is safe to tzavri to. 

MEMFTA has been desigDed to bring 
h ^ efo er gpyemmieaits and private sectms 
in an effixt'io' -unlock the'r^xm's czbep-. 
tional tODrism pottoii^'.,^ is .iiot .jast a 
nwAarii^ orgaiMsatic»^'’.biit also 
f'wmk towaids - establishing a ' common 
madeet for ttavd serv]^”^ said Piylac- 
tides. • 

Aceor di hg .to Et-Zi^at^ each meniber 
govenurient 'vdU'be njrfe e nto d'by one . 
mdhridnaL 'The p eiceBii^ oflkiflSMT- 
TA*8 finances pro v ided., ly .the pte- 

*ii« jp it iw £ -gnvenw ne nta.jy wiiniiiMl ^ • Aww 
fh^ have berti'niiwfiling' to enniniii»iA_ ' 
'he' .said. The assoaatioii 'is brii$ batik- 
tolled - mostly by jnivato-secrar con- 
tributoxs, allowmg.' it. to .-.be -more .in- 


said that foe job of tiie govem- 
mezd'. rquesttitatives wffi- be fo prov^ 
eveiy prarible fedEy to;be^ the assbeia- 
tion grow. He added foat. he hopes foe. 
political situatidif m .dte.r^fon wfll soon 
mqaoveL '*There xs: 'a.dirBct.lnik between 


to any sector and the 
curien t conditicos on die gram^” he 
said. 

The US-in^ited Kfiddle East Develop- 
mem Baik (MDEDB) is. being set iq> to m- 
vest' in econaimc &veI<qinieoit in the r^ 
gioo in tandem with the private sector 
and was officially mnoimced at last 
yres's MENA Q mwwwH in Amnsn. 

During MENA Raoof Saad, deputy 
aaaigtMrt finrigD lohiirter for r^mial eo- 
onomic cooperation and head of foe 
E^^ittan negotaatiiig .- - aonounced 
fliat die US Cemgress bad agreed, to eon-' 
trilwitA an aVBT^e of S52 mitHnw gnmiglTy 
to foe bank for five years. The baxik has 
coital of.S5 bOlicn. 

The baiik hwa 19 finmder members, 
other coontrie^ including China, are ex- 
pected to be SOOXL Saa^i aaiH Hint 

foe of the MEDB.iS'to hebi in fi- 
nanfiiiig tnfiwelTTietnre prpjects and 16- 
gional msdhitions. It wiu aim provide fo 
fbnnation aboot foemaricets. tofoe rm;m 
to the vriible worid. *nie MTOB, which 
vidU bq^ cnention in. IS^, win be a 
m^or tool tor generating resources for 
projects, since ptibb'e 'financiim win not 
be. enm^ to siqipot (he whole region,” 
Ssiadsaid. 

latjy Butcher, dir ec tor of the Office of 
DevelopmcDt Finance in die US Stat e De - 
paitoteot, sai<L “The. role of foe MEDB 
vrin 'oever be dqilieated by foat of ofoec 
worid surii as the Worid Bank 

foe MEDB win fill foe g/p to fi- 
and rt^pprtmg piivatissiini and 
jnstitmoBS.” 


consultative services fm the 
estahBshment of an Arab- 
American univeisity in Jenin; 
and foe S1.5 million Holy Med 
juDject, vriiieh win be foe first 
stateoftiie^it medical di- 
agnostic centre in Gaza. 

The US Trade and Devehqi- 
ment Agenqr (TDA) aim 
gignwH a, grant agreement with 
Jord^ whereby $250,000 in 
fundmg will be av^ri^ for a 
S7 miSioD medium of man- 
agement sta^. The stQd^, and 
eventnal qiectnim man- 
agement programme; wiD as- 
sist Jorto increase the avail- 
ririHty and reliabtUty of its 
telephone service. Othrt agree- 
ments inctoded one by foe US 
Overeeas Private Invesbnenl 
Coipo^on (OPIQ, whkfo 
committed itsrif to 5200 uxil- 
Hon of political risk insmance 
for anooiCT new fiqoefied nat- 
ural gas project in Oman. For 
over two decades, OPIC, a 
self-sustairuDg fedeial ^ency, 
has encouraged private sectxx 
tovestment to countries and ar- 
eas mqKMtBnt to US foreigo 
poficty. 

Kanhx said that the deals 
closed at MENA 01 by foe 
Americans rqneseut “tiie kind 
of interadioii, growfo and fo 
tetdependeoce. and Dsrtner- 
sbip” foat is needed between 
fbe US and countries in die re- 
ghiD. Spero said that “we put 
cur money vriiere our moufo ^ 
is, and now our private sectm 
lU] getting involved.” She aim 
extended the assurances of foe 
US government and foe pri- 
vate seeux tint th^ would be 
“active partners m encour- 
aging a fiifoiwHq) to foe 
MEI^ conference.” 

Also in MENA QL Chiis- 
fa^ier announced diat the US 
wul sign the Middle East De- 
vdequn^ Bank's darter 
soon, and send reyasen t a fives 
to the bank's tnnstion team in 
Cairo late this monfo. The 
brtik; esmected to begin epea- 
tioo by foe end of 1997, aims 
to be a catelyrt in suppintiiig 
private sector piDje|C^ pro- 
inotn^ legfonai projects and 
diatogne and focusing on the 
xegjoo's growing mfiastiuetuie 
needs. 



President Mubarak with Sir Brian Unwin 

Gainal Nkfiimah sums up EU*s new spirit of enterprise 


“Walk into any of the European countries' 
stands and you’D know they Tneaii business,” 
Ahmed AbuI-IQieir, die E^rptian mni rt irwitAi. 
for MENA in, told me. I did. Tlie German and 
Italian stands were mqxessive. The Eutopeaiis 
are sexioos abmtiegreoal projects. Thty under- 
stand the eonc^ of r^onal cooperatUn better 
than the Americans. The Upper Giilf of Aqaba 
03 SpOl Contingeiwty P^ect between ^ypt, 
load and Jordan, vrinch is financed Ity foe &i- 
lopean Union, is an MiiiTipiA wifo 

sound e a v iionm e u tal overtones. The EU is foe 
foremost trading and fitiaiv»i^j partner of foe 
Arab world and IsraeL 

The Europeans understand for better than the 
Americans that foe state has a piv^ part to 
play in accelentiitg ecmomic deveIcqnneiiL 
Thu European characteristic is somefoing that 
Arab govamnents warm to. “How.cmt& re- 
gian attract a greater and more evenly qiread 
share of these private cqntal flows? For a start, 
governments have a v^ role to pity. Hity 
need to put in place rtabfe maero-ecoocmic md 
suppmlive socio-eeoiioiiiiic fiamewods to at- 
tract foe investment capital needed, and to al- 
low die^vate sector to pity its part,” said Sir 
Brian Imwin, the preadent of the European In- 
vestment Bank. 

Govemmeats also need “to estahlidi a more 
effieigni phyacal infiastnictuie base to heh> 
them entence their inleniatiaial conqietitive- 

tieagj hy eljminating pbywcal anit tei-hnAlngii-al 

bottte-necks, by tednring ttan^iort costs, wi^ 


Shotgun 

wedding 




Egypt never wBzited tins marriage, but 
she was forced into zL Only a few 
weeks ago, she made anotiier desper- 
ate attenqit to lesisL, having seen with 
ber veiy eyes the cruelty and utter 
btutirim^ of foe person whom ^ 
was to wed. But she was abnqidy told 
that wedd^ is to take plaM — on 

time. 

Everyone was to attend, the streets 
were to be re>'paved and foe broken 
lanqi-posts mended and lepahtted. 
New colourful clothes were brought 
for Egypt so as to appe^ jpUy and to 
perfect form. Eveiybody w^ invited' 
from abroad, 'but tmly carefiiDy se- 
lected guests from Egypt — those 
known not to object to die forced wed- 
ding. Some of these Egyptians (the 
politidans) pretended to be bapty, but 
their hearts were heavy with gu^ The 
Egyptian and fbrrign busmessmen 
who were invited, however, tqipcared 
to be goouinely luppy, since aD 
looked forward to grtting a slice <tt the 
fabulous wedding cake. This was, after 
all, aD tiity cared rixHtt. 

The ceremony was indeed lavirih. A 
lot of monty 'was spent, and more was 
proorised. Evetyhody was frying to 
cheer Egypt iq> by pointing out the 
liebes that await her, given foat the 
groom is so weD connected. With a 
vety' heavy heart, Egypt pretended to 
believe aU tins — that money could 
buy her what she hoped for. The wed- 
ding was declared a success, for in- 
deed evBfyfoing hqipeoed acecoRiing 
to plan; no nasty surprise, no uninvited 
guest forced himself on the jolly 
gue^ foe catering was excellent, foe 
musicians on time awH per- 

formed beautifully. 

But everybody underetood perfectly 
weD what was htypeoing. Its meaning 
was clear and our hearts were bleeding 
outeide for the unhtypy bride vriio was 
not even allowed to show her grief 

Tiie writer is pn^essor<^ecoiiomics at 
tke American I fia ve r s i^ in CtAro. 


jnci ea smg foe mobOity of goods and wcdEeis,” 
Unwm added. 

“m let you into a little secret,” Albert Maes, 
a fo r mer EU icfHesentative in Israel, told AJ- 
Ahram Weekfy. “We had very toi^ nego- 
tiatioDSwifotfaBlsiaelisovertBnirtofdieEnio- 
Meditenanean agr eem ent between foe EU and 
IsraeL The t<»***«- wanted the «”'at agricnlhiRl 
emcessions. teael wanted a tycdal deal with 
public piOMueuients and wanted a sqiarate 
a^reemte wifo foe EU over scientific and tech- 
mcal matters and mtellectua] property ri^its. 
Thty wanted to dim the tenn *Edto- 
Medfteaanean’, preaum&Iy, so as to inqnove 
thrir chances of jmning foe EU at a Ister date. 
But the EU refused. We told foe Israelis point 
blank foat we do not consider foem to be Eu- 
ropean. Israel is part of foe Middle East We 
wffl have to change the termg of the Treaty of 
Rome to acoomniodaie foe Israelis; We cannot 
do that We cannot accept iwiaring Israel from 
its Arab neighbours,” Maes, a seasoned Bel- 
gian diplomat, said. 

The American attitude is that political prob- 
lems, whatever foey may be, ariang from the 
hard-line anti-Arab pol icies of Jgrarfi Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netaityabu can be dealt 
with. Europeans are mrae sensitive to even the 
subtle dan^ in the r^on. “There w3I be no 
peace wifo<^ ecoDomic prosperiiy,” Maes told 
the Wedtfy. “There will be no proqierity wfo- 
out close economic corporation betereen Israel 
and hs nei^bours. Tw's the EU position.” 

Thumbs up 
for MENA III 


By 

Ahmed 
Abu Shady 


Having been to many grand conventions as a 
joumm^ and, presently, as a staff member of die 
Intemational Mmietaiy Fund, I came to the recent 
Cairo economic conference with no great ex- 
pectations. As one of two l^yptians on the. pow- 
erful IMF deti^atioa to the conference, 1 could 
even admit to some mDd trepidation over the con- 
troversial views foat preceded the meetings. But 
having been there, I could objectively declare foc 
co nfer e n ce to have been a resotmding success! 

Hiis personal view is based on four premises: 
First, a worid-class representation of tire finance 
and busmess communities' mightiest and richest 
left Egypt’s competitras green with envy. Sec- 
on^ the Cyprian government's correctly low- 
profile' presence allowed the business sector to 
Bhinf! at the conference. Third, the im»<gitming 
but efficient arganisational team ted by Am- 
bassador Shoukry Found produced a goof-free 
conference. Hni^, foe largely political pro- 
ceedings crowding the ageiida were besndly at- 
tended. proving that participants sou^t this sort 
of bosto^ and would like to have more of iL 

This leads to my cooclufoog point: what next? 

Far fiom bring just another gaudy trade fiur, 
these MENA conferences have evolved into the 
intellectiially-wrighied Cano convention, ca- 
tering to tiie mfocmarion needs of busmess lead- 
ers ^ TOliticians everyufoere, nfoo are deeply 
intezestea in the future of the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

lodging from the large numbers of participants 
wbo attoided both the plenary and titemrtic ses- 
sions, there is a clear demand for up-to-date in- 
fbnnation on regional toiMcs of interest. These in- 
chide the economic outlook, sectoral 
developments, including banking, and sharing in 
the hands-on experience of the leaders 

active in the tegioQ. 

Certainly the involvement in the Geneva-based 
Worid Economic Forum and the New Ymk-based 
Counril on Fotrign Relations has, and could fur- 
ther, deqien the inteDccttial content of these con- 
ventions. Only such an inteliectoally chaUeoging 
core, not tiie mneh heralded business deals, could 
attract a snnilariy inqnesstve crowd to the 1997 
meetiog in Doha, ()a^, and in several years time 
backto Cairo. 

The -writer is the IMF press spokesman Jbr Africa 
and the Middle East 
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Al-Ahraim A Diwan of contemporary life 


He was a sturdy, ooipulat figure, a 
broad-chested man, of inqnesstve girth and 
stature He had a Inoad forehead and a thidE 
white beard. There was no glint in Ida eye^ 
im definite set to the features ofhis face that 
is cbaractenstic of the leaders of ymiTtiwit 
parties aixi men of strong andrition& Yet, 
there was a tautoess and gravi^. He is now 
overdl yeazsold.Hehasl7childEen,6i^ 
of whom were bom in £gym and die rest in 
exile, and diey qteak Arabic, EngUsh and 
Siniialese, wl^ is a biandr of Smskiit, 
written in the alphahar of that Imgnagw and 
spolren by tbe people of Ceylon.** 

The above pas^ge U an excerpt fiom a 
loigtfay descr^rtion written AMhnnn’s 
cone ^o ndent, Yosef JEl-Khazen, wbo 
stood among those who had gathered at the 
Cain> train statioD on 30 Sqrteodrer 1901 to 
receive Ahmed Oiabi, the famous na- 
tionalist and revolutionary leader, upon his 
return to Egypt after 19 years of exile in 
CeytOTL 

Ahmed OraU was the only leadm* in the 
history of the ^yptian national movement 
to have provoked peri ra ps gi e aiei con- 
tioveisy over the end of his d^ dian over 
the b^inning of bis career. In this, he 
stands out in marked contrast to Egj^'s 
other great irationafist figures: Mosta& 
ifaiwel, SaaH Taghhil anri Gamal Abdel- 
Nasser. 

What Mostafa Kamel <fied in his prime, 
at tire age of 34, the entire mass of the &yp- 
tian population turned out to bid him Si^ 
weO. Saad Zaghlul’s funeral in 1927 was 
transfomied mto a mass deuioustiation. 
Even though he was over 70 when he died, 
his place in the beaits of the ^yptian peo- 
ple as tbe leader of tbe largest pt^rular rer 
bellion against tbe British occupation ren- 
dered sudi a passitmate and wide-scale 
eommemoratioa inevitable. When Gamal 
Abdel-Nasser died in 1 970, every Egyptian 
bousebold went into nvmmtng. it was orre 
of the rare occasiorts when the Egyptian 
people felt orphaned by the death of one of 

was tbe only figure not to 

receive such honours. Indeed, his very te- 
tum to Egypt caused controversy. 

As examinatioo of thelnstoiy of dteEu- 
rapean colorrialist movement that reached 
hszeititii during the last quarter of tire 19tb 
century and tire eady part of tire present cen- 
tury yields two courses the inqrerial powers 
fbflowed in dealing widi the leaders of na- 
tionalist movements who qreaifaeaded pop- 
ular resistance against colonial penetration 
and who fed victim to tbe colonial author- 
ities. Tbe first was to make examples of the 
cultured leaders, by subjecting them to tor- 
ture followed by public executioiL Tbe 
mediod was intended to strike fear into the 


hearts of their followers and intimidate 
diem into suhrmsaon. Tbe Latin nations — 
the French and Italiang — were generally 
more inclined to this mediod. 

The second course was to inflict a riow 
deatfi p^refaologieal suffocation. This 
was tbe method most prefered by those 
powem reluctant to create national nnr^ 
whose martyidm would fire the qjirit of 

^^^mipire iqion which the sun never self 
— Great Britain and it claimed among 
its most promment victims the leaders of 
tbe national movement of 18S^ foremost 
among whom was Ahmed Oiabi himself 
The strategy was first put into efiect with 
tire fell of Cairo to the Biatish on 13 
tonber 1882. White it was tbe desue of the 

Khedive and his canqr to hang Ahmed Orar 
hi as a w anting a g^nrt fiftore tnftimftfttiQns, 
the British intervened on bitmanirarian pre- 
texts. The deal they with tbe pal- 

ace brought about the enle of Ahmed Orabi 
and other princ^ leaders of the nationalist 
movement to one of the j pbmHg imHpr the 
British crown — Gey ton, wttir tire caveat **If 
Orabi retoms to E|^ be wifi nix be par- 
doned. He will be exoxzted.” 

Although Orabi did not succumb to idle- 
ness in Ceylon, the lengthy exile, discoid 
among tbe group, the deteriofatmg healtii of 
many of them in a climate they woe un- 
acetntomed to, some to die and oth- 
ers to become blind combined to render 
their sitnation intolerably bleak and their 
homesidmess all die more acute. This was 
all the more so for a man such as Orabi who 
had tasted tbe exultation of leadeish^ and 
national adulation. These sentiments were 
erqnessed in a letter by one of tiie exQed 
leaders to their Biitisb defence lawyer Mr. 
Broad] ey: *T assure you that tire four years 
which have passed sbice our d^rarture fiom 
Cairo have passed as tboi^ they were a 



Ahmed Orabi was the first in a long line 
of nationalist leaders who fought 
against the British occupation of Egypt 
in 1882. Orabi’s rebellion won popular 


the carriage for a short disiance, 
upon how only a few people ^erte^ 
nacewip catriagfi. **No wonder, he ctOT* 
irmited, “for people were used to seeing 
Ora b i in a mu^ less modest procession 
than tbie , when the streets he wouW p^ 
thrripgh were so crowded as to be 


However, as attacks 
mS? Srous. 

foe tetters and S 

only too wflHng to 

newspaper noted, Mustafa s tey ts 

Of all the i»w^>apeK®flhe2Sit^^ 
was the least SSd m its poation with ^ 

^ to tite return of tlte fonner national 


aedaim but his homecoming in 1901 after 19 years of exile inipj^ie and the buildings would rock ite fSrnationaK^ 

in (^ylon got a luke^m .^ption His touched ^ a %.,ai.i<„«f.oc.cber. 90 ..«-^ 

controversy, with detractors lambasting him for seeking Bnt- bearing on a heated polidcri battle that fol- ^ geooal efimate 

ish help to end his exile. In this instalment of his Diwan se- 
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Perhaps this gcplama why Oi^ made 
persisteirt mpeals to various British author- 
ities to panto him and permit him to rettzm 

hnmft Ahhn«igKhiei>»Tn|^ignfiymmiM 

would ultimately succeed, it came at the ex- 
pense ofliis historic stature. 

It was on 20 June 1887 that he launched 
his first attenqrt in tire form of a petitioo to 
Qum Vicuma on the occasion of her SOtii 
aninversaiy on tiie tiirone. Efe wrot^ ‘'We 
ask, with aD humility, to be included in your 
gracious cocqrassicHi and we raay humbly 
to God fiom the dqrtfa of our he^ to pro- 
long your ^eat and fo-ieadnng xeign.” 

Tbe petition was to no av^ but it left a 
bitter taste anxmg tbe Egyptians. More im- 
portimt was the petition he sulmitted to the 
British crown prince upon his visit to Cey^ 
ion in A^ 1901. It was tfarou^ these aus- 


moes that he was able to obtain the kbe- 
dive's pardon foe following monfo and per- 
missioQ to return to Egypt. 

Even prior to this, however there had 
been signs ofateadeacytopaidoo the Orabi 
siqiporteis. For the Bihish, tbe Oiabists no 
iqnoented a threat to the Britirii 
jnesetroe whkb had numa^d over two dec- 
ades to secure itself on Egyptian sod. Mean- 
while, this same period had given rise to a 
new Egyptian national movement led by the 
graduates of the Royal CoQ^e of Law such 
Mostafe Kamel, Mobamed Farid and Lutfi 
£1-Sayed and others. This new class of 
Egyptian effaidi& had si^rplanted foe Egyp- 
tian wwK faity officer class haH led the 
Orabi levoIutioiL 

In July 1896, Cairo was bumng widi 
mours aixrut tbe possibility of issumg a par- 
dra for Orabi Pariia and ji wiiiiittmg hhii to 
return to tte country. 

It was anotfaa tfa^ years befine the royal 
edict was promulgated granting paidou to 
Mahmoud Sami Pasha, vriiich AI-Ahram 
took to be a sigD that the royal pardon fin the 
other exiled Oiabists would be fortiicomrog. 
This indeed took place nearly two years lat- 
ex, on 25 May 1901. 

It was clear fiom foe outset that tbe British 
were behind foe royal pardon. Sboitiy af- 
terwards, tire British foreign secretary an- 
nounced in the House of Lords drat he did 
not know whedier foe khedxve consented to 
Oiabi's return “out of necessity or under 
dmess.** Also, Orabi sent tiiree letters of 
thanics for his pardon. Tbe first was ad- 
dressed to the khefove, the second to King 
Edward VU and tbe diM to tbe Briti^ gov- 

No sooner had he received his pardon than 
the l^yptian leader made pcepax^ons to re- 
introduce himself to tire Egyptian people. 
The method he chose fior this was to pubHd 
his TTiemnirg w hich ultimatiely qipmred in 
Al~HUal wiagiiTiiift be^rming in mid- 
October 1901. 


In Oiabi's words we follow the story of 
his return voyage to Egypt in the company 
of his femOy, adiich consisted of more than 
20 membeEs: “We boarded tbe German 
gh*atner on Tnes^ aftemoQQ 17 Sep- 
tember. The boat did not sail that day, how- 
ever, and we qient the night in tire port. Tbe 
fiattown^ day, we left the port of Colombo 
boi^ fix Ad^ where we arrived at 
felL We only remained in Aden for a tew 
hours of the following day, but we did not 
go asboie. Some dignitaries and officers of 
foe area boarded tire steamer to offer tbeir 
greetings. Afterwards we set off directly ftrr 

Suez vriieie we arrived last Saturday (28 
S^tember) and where tbe crew of the 
steamship dimhwed all reverence and re- 
flect as they hoisted the Egyptian flag the 
moment we entered the port" 

Under the headline, ‘'Orabi in Suez** Ai- 
AAram's oorre y oodent from Suez reports 
his inteiview with Ondn at tiie port In what 
was peihqrshis first such meeting with tbe 
laess, Orabi moke ofhis doings in exile. He 
built t hr ee soiools there wUeb be would 
risit every <tey. There was not a single tour- 
ist who arrived in Kandy whom he did not 
invite to his home. He then commented, “1 
praise God to see that my country has 
rdieved of tyranny. I baire spent 18 years in 
enle with my ftn^y. But I see that my suf- 
fering has produced relief for 10 million 
pe^te'* 

Oil tiie railw^ platform m Cairo another 
Al-.Akram correspondent awuted Orabi's 
arrival with otiier journalists “and a crowd 
of speOatois and a le^mrat of foe Royal 
poliM corps.” When the train arrived, “a cu- 
rious rilence overcame os as we ciaiied our 
necks to determine win^ carriage die for- 
mer exile was iil" When they detected the 
carriage;, they rushed tq> to it and crowded 
around. Orabi boarded a ««Tiagc betengiiig 
to foe Elotel Bristol Tbe carriage was drawn 
1^ two white horses decenrteed in red rib- 
bons.” The correspondent, who followed 


amirict a gTDiq) Of MuslunS who luiilw out 
to bid fereweD as he was prqraimg to 
board the boat that would take him baci to 
bis country, he delivered a speech in which 
he prused the occupatioiL Then, upOT ^ 
return to Suez, in an hitefview^ with 
MuqcUtanu, known for its pro-British bias, 
be sai^ ‘Trom those whom 1 foi^ht and ^ 
in I only met with bmwurable 
treatment, for thia diey merit my grat- 
itude and reyect They saved me fiom cx- 
ecutioD and when I bname alone and des- 
titute, many of foem contributed money to 
help me.” Later in the interview he ex- 
pressed his hopes that the khedive would 
permit tiim to travel to Englyd “m that 1 
can omivey my gratitude to His Maje sty the 
King of England and His Royal Hi^mess 
the crown prince for the kindn^ they have 
bestowed upon me.” 

The statements provoked the nanoom 
press, notably Mu^afe Kamers Al'Liwo , 
to open fire on the nim. Not only did Mus- 
tafa Kamel attack Oiabi’s desire to visit foe 
British monarcb, but he also allied that he 
had fled fi o m foe battle of Tel Al-KAir 
‘‘Orabi is sot foe courageous and valrat 
soldier in the field ofbatde as one might im- 
agine. In feet, he had not received the sU^t- 
est injury before be fled" 

Al-Mu 'enyid also took part in foe anti- 
Orabi canqiaign, leading one to suspect tbte 
it met with tiie approval of tiie khedive, if h 
was not actually at his indirect instigation. 
By 00 could Abbas have been 

pleased by Britid pressures to secure Ora- 
bi’s return nor by Orabi's statements in 
praise of the ocoqKUion. 

A made by one of Orabi’s sons 

to Al-Ahtm added ofl to tiie fire. In his re- 
fuse to what was published in Al- 
Muqattam and Al-Mu 'ayyid, be sud that 
Mustafa Kamel bad fieqi^tly cor- 
responded with his fetiier addle in exile, 
his advice on many matters. “We 
still have these letters in our possession, al- 
foou^ we would not i»kg to disclose them,” 
he added 


that has ocenned in this country m roceiti 
Some considered tins paiod to have 

brougto notiiiiis bfo eva to Bgy^ 

scoin^ him wifo brands of trim aiM buned 
such venom as to fer exceed tbe bounds of 
TOHiriety m regard to an oM man wto 


tire other can^), tiiey conader tiite perW to- 
have brought notiung but goo d m d the 
showered fire bomecomei wifo praise tsA 
beaityweteome.” ^ 

In foceof tiiese two exUern^.^it/!ram 
attempted to place the issue in hs prapa 
perspective. “All that remains of tins man B 
bis n«nwt, a name that evokes the memory 

of events past which are iKiw tiie (xtqrertytf ‘ 

history history wiO render them clear - 
and enable us to discern the good firan the. 
bad” .... 

Yet, as Oiabi's return was devek^mig 
into an increasin^y heated political iss^ 
AI-Ahram was conqrelled to cmitiibote.ils- 
opinioiL It criticised the one-sided view- 
points voiced in tire otiier new^iqreis. Or^ 
bi was “^y foe cause and tiie ' 

obvious pretext” firr the Biitirii ooenpatkn 
of Egypt ‘beyond hhn there wen man 
fundamental causes and deeper reasons,” 
which the new^per proceeded to liA 
Hiese were the weakness of the government 

at that tinift , itc rwliiritmee to mgritiiti* fh* 

fiwiwQ that justice and g(^ politics re- 
quired the pervasive ariiit of discontent - 
amnng Egyptians for ufoat they sufiered at 
the hands of then govermneirt, partiralaily 
after Istnafl’s extravagance and deqiotism, 
and tbe dire consequences of heavy debts 
and corv6e labour. Then too, there were the 
temtnrial asphatxms of the Eun^iean pow^ ' 
eis and tite intrigues of thrir politicians. 


The aiitfior is a pro- 
fessor of history and 
head of AMhram His- 
tory Studies Centre. 



Submerged antiquities in Alexandria 


DURING the past month, Alexandria has wit- 
nessed a remark^le archaeolo^teal event, 
the urKxrvering of a sunken Ptcriomeic cily dat- 
ing tKKk some 2000 years ago. The discovery, 
was brought to world attention by sea explorer 
Franck Goddto with financing by the German 
Him Foundation managed by tiie family of Mar- 
tin Hilti. 

After 6 years and nearly 2,000 dives, Franck 
and a team of divers were able to create a de- 
taHed geographical survey of the sunken area 
in Alexandria's Eastern Hartxiur. as well de- 
lineate borders of the fabled c^. Also dis- 
covered were relics belonging to Cleopatra's 
palace, a place that set the stage for many 
events between Cleopatra and Marc Antony, 
and JuBus Caesar. Also discovered was a part 
of what scientists are Cedling the Palace of An- 
tonio. The T^nple of Posakton, tiie location of 
the AntliThodes Island, as well a portions of 
the old hartxxir. hundreds of pUae and stat- 
ues, were also discovered. 

Michael HilG, chairman of the board of the 


Hilti Foundation is also chairman of the board 
of H8ti AG, a company specialised In importing 
buBding materials, empk^ng 11,200 em- 
ployees and having reserves of 1 bBIion Swiss 
francs in 1995. Hilti, said that this project is but 
one of many ^entiiib, sodal and cultural pro- 
jects around -the world which the foundation 
supports. However, (he foundation chooses a 
limited number of projects which win have the 
most beneficial effect on the chosen country. 

This support comes to Egypt in light of the 
malra- role it plays in the international fields of 
cutture and antiquities. The successful support 
given to the project is also due to the strong 
ties that bind Michael Hilti and Franck Goddio 
together, fix’ the pair had worked together pre- 
viously on a number of antiquity prajeds. 

To conclude, it can be said that the project 
initiated by the Hilti Foundation In Alexandria 
represents an intensive international effort to 
bring new fife to sunken antiquities the world 
over. 

From Alexandria: Amal AMSayar 
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NBE participates 
in development projects 



Rn Investment ^anl^ 

the followins vacancies 


Condaions 

• Holder of prep, school certificate or equivalent 

• Military service completed (3 years with good record) 
preferably those who served in security forces 

• Permanently residing in these areas 

• Age not to exceed 30 


Operator 


(Cairo) 


• 5 years experience in operating and maintaining 
telephones 

• Age not to exceed 30 years 

• Applicant is required to pass the tests at the bank. 
Applicants will be notified about the date and place 

of these tests 

Applications should be mailed to : 

P.O.B 0 X 2446 

Cairo - Personnel , 

within a week from the advertisement date. ' 

Applications should include a copy of prep, school certificate 
copy of ID, copy of military certificate and copies of 
experience certificates plus a personal photo. 


THE EGYPTIAN banking system has sus- 
tained its strategic objectives based on 
supporting the government policy de- 
signed to prompt private enterprises to 
participate in the construction of roads, 
airports, power plants ttvough the syst^ 
of BOT (Build, Opiate and Transfer). 

The National Bank of Egypt (NB^ took 
the initiative and participated in the imfrie- 
mwtation of the said projects pursuant to 
the aforementioned syst^ (that permits 
the private sector to build, oper^ and 
make use of infrastructure projects for a 
definite period of time and to be trans- 
ferred later to the government). In addi- 
tion, the bank took the necessary meas- 
ures for the establishment of the Egyptian 
Company for the Investment and Re- 
construction, a joint Egyptian company 
constituted in accordance mth Law No 
230 of 1989 and its executive regulations. 
The company's authorised capital is LE50 
million mth an issued capital of L£1 mil- 
lion, of which NBE's quota accounts for 20 




per cent 

The company's main purpose is as foi- 

Igws: 

— Building, operating and managing in 
the field of housing and reconstruction, via 
preparing studies and designs to submit 
offers in domestic and international bids. 
Due attention is given to bids offered by 
the government in respect of the afore- 
mentioned fields on behalf of investors 
willing to manage the said projects. 

— Concluding the preliminary agree- 
ments deemed necessary to guarantee 
the credibility of investors. 

— Supervising, following up and mar- 
keting the establishment of tiie companies 
entitled to carry out the said projects. 

— Carr^ng out ^milar business or any 
other activities tiiat would assist in achiev- 
ing purposes thereof whether in Egypt or 
abroad. 

It is worth noting that the company will 
commence its work by submitting a tender 
offer to Marsa Alam airport project. 


Alliance capital announces its intent I 
to form new joint venture I 


Capitalising on used lubricants 

after being used for sometime in engines and machines, hi- 
bricarrts need to be replaced by new ones. In major Industrial coun- 
tries. used lubricants are refined to regain the quality of newly- 
produced lubricants. 

Hamdi Abul-Naga. technical afteirs manager of Misr Petrdeum 
Co, said that in these counWes the ratio of rained used lubricant 
makes up 2S.6 percent of all lubricants production. He added that 
Egyptian consumption of lubricants is e sti m ated at320,(XX) tons an- 
nua By. If 25 per cent of this volume is refined, the domestic pro- 
duction of lubricants, can potentially reach 192,000 tons anriuaty. 


Nation^ Invktment Bank 

I National D^refopment 
Bonds biUS$ 


Guaranteed Investment 
Easy term financing for your prpjects 

Can be sold at any time, 

and exchanged in US$ ■iKUiy 

The highest yield in US$ 
Subscribe now 9 
in the Centeral Bank 
arid other banks 

Buyeis of OcL 1996 
Will receive $ -L%^nterest 


DISCOVER CLEOPATRA 



ALLIANCE Capital Management LP. 
Egypt's Commercial International In- 
vestment Corp (CIIC), and the National 
Bank of Egypt (NBE) announced that they 
are in dlscu^lons conc^ing the formation 
of a OMiipany to be called Alliance Capital 
CIIC Investment Management Ltd, which 
would be a new international asset man- 
agement company that Intends to sped^ 
ise in investing in Egypt 

Alliance Capital CIIC Investment Man- 
agement Ltd will be an Investinent man- 
agement firm formed outside Egypt that will 
be 60 per cent owned by Alliance Man- 
agement LP, 30 per cent owned by CMC 
(an affiliate of Egypt's largest private com- 
merotal bank. Commercial International 
BanlO. and 10 per cent owned by NBE. 

The firm plans to launch a Luxanbourg- 
domidled dosed-end equity fend listed on 
tire Luxembourg Stock Exchange which will 
invest primfofiy in privatised Egyptian com- 
panies. The fend will also have the ability to 
invest in small amounts of Egyptian debt 
sec ur ities and unfisted securities. Alliance 
Capital CIIC investment Management Limit- 
ed will be the investment manager for the 
fend. 

"Over the last two years the Egyptian 
stock market has benefited tremendously 
from Egypt's rapid pace of privatisation and 


market liberalisation, presenting investors 
now with the opportunity to invest in a regu- 
lated, diversified, dynamic market,” said 
Frank Savage, chairman of the Alliance 
Capital Management International. ”1996 
has seen almost triple the amount of privat- 
isations in 1995, raising Egypt's total mar- 
ket capitalisation by over $2 billion to 10 bil- 
lion.” 

Commercial International Investment 
Corp (CIIC) is Egypfs largest investment 
management firm wHh unique expertise in 
corporate finance, privatisation, and inter- 
national capital market operations. CUC is 
26.5 per cent owned by Ccxnmerdal Inter- 
national Bank (CIB). 

NBE Is the larged public sector bank In 
Egypt The firm owns 20 per cent of CIB. 

Alliance Capital Management LP is a 
leading global investment adviser based in 
New York wifo ar^xxrximately $174 billion in 
assets under management Alliance Capital 
provides investment management services 
to institutions, pension fends and endows 
merit banks, insurance companies, as weR 
as the firm's large femlly of open and 
dosed-end mutual funds. Alliance Capital is 
a wholly-owned 'subsidiary of Equitable 
Companies Incorporated (ECl), with ap- 
proximately 57 per cent of Mllance's out- 
standing units benefidally owned by ECl. 
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;'ene^ mproinaon nor Ifae pledges m 
lik^' to cbC .much ice ^ntii Pal*' 
estimam, sty's Eitsn Fehier, d qiiilj r <fi- 
: lectoc of Is^^ preantor hnnaa ngtos 
oagmisifiM,' B*t8d«nu Last year, a 
Haiy earned bot't^ B*tsdem (and le-: 
seaithe d tiy Fdaer) coodtnded du^ 

. brad's n fitiwy a iww of East 
Jdii8ald& in 19vJm Ldiionr and L3oud 




alike have adopted pd- 


Creeping^r Arab East Jerusalein is 
l^ng 'ethnicafly- deansed’r of: ita 
estinian populatioh. wrifesi Gndiam 

UshOrftDin tha 1SFaolHan;n6)0Bd Cify A.-PriMtfariii^lieecadatrnlhMM arwMil P atortlul aB ^ lw*«i nil fr<uw Itte AV^7 

daringafiveftedrflliBatnaiafi^lMseaoiiaofHdtnMiMaaday ^hetKRmMti^ 

With agnement on.flia IsacE-aiiny^a 
radg >k>yment in' Bdiran seieaun^ 
fistner away *h«n eyec^ lecent'oyefte' 

' have focused atteatibin'.Qir. fee Weit 
Ba^'s ofeer divided — fee Fd^ 
estiniaDS* putative <i qwe>i triT 
Tusakni. 

On 7 Novembo; a. smdl hlatt went 
off otdB&' bntoFs Ibteridr hfimstiy 
offices in - East Jemsaleai,- jmndng 
four, one'serioody^Sinoe feeninnBtiy 
is adne East Jerasatem’s ' 160^000 or 
' so Falestinun *^eadeol^'b 8 wto-go to' 
receive Ibdr penmWj 
that fire oqilbave was dbced'fy an es- 
tremist Jei^ gm^L FhrPalre&Bans,- 
fee * 1 )onfe'' is an ^ for fee 

oveidlnioodmfbecilyi - ^ 

Three days ate fee -exploabi^ 
a round -Falesfenans staged a sit-' - 
down protest outnde fee lnlBte'hifin^. 
isfacy. thi^ were demonstrating ]l 0 ^a 6 
modi about fee bhst as over Inrefi ad: 
jnudsliative actioife - widGh '^ 'm fee 
view of fee FIO’sxeiBxaeiitafereffiJe- 
rusalem, Faisal Bussenn r— aim'to 
"diive Jerasalem’s Bdrefenan rea> 
identsoutoffeeircxyr.’!- 

Following a rhiwinfl wife Hnaaeini 
on 12 Noveniber, land's- httenisl ae^ 
canty minite; Avigdor ;iQfalaife 
agreed feere was a *real feteeoeeT m 
te semere prodded betwte(lew^ 

West and (Arab) teuadenL Jte lem"* 
edy was to si^patt fee pled« 
luadem's Libid-te mnnkqM|^ 'to 

baQd iwfir e gn g i ^w iM» j i» eitRf i m^ daSS*': 

wvtm« iWirtTf»ftMghT«w*itiw m fti^. 

Neifeer fee 


Mies feat-“sysfanaticdty discnmniate 
Psiretiniait^ in E v st 'Je- 
Tha fects, SSyS FdOC^' 

■ ^^eak'fbr feemsehres*'. 

- They sm^ fei. Of East Jaasaleni*s 
70,000 dnitaiios feat brad oceiqned hi ' 
around 35 per cent has feice 
been, tnmed over to Jewife ownecdity. 
Oh'dns 1 and,sacceascv 8 lenisaleni xni- 
mmaBties have.hnih 38,500 hdui^ 

• imiB feqwcaled;feroiig& several npwty 
estobfished-Jewidi settiements. Bife- 

• lecocds B'tBekn^ dndng fee 19 yeais 
of occfeMtiqn fee asme bod has had 
"hot one bonsn^ mif* hnilt fiic fee 
Faksfeuaus. . - 

■ The result is feat today Jews in East 
J&usslem contihiite e hut desr 
ia a | ori ty , 170,000 hihsbitsiits, 

vdte its Fdestman readeata have 
been rednceid to fee status of an hnc- 
pdvenfeed efemc'-mmcuity. Due to Is- 
xhcS restrictions in East Je- 

msalem, Ps tefiiisn s are not allowed: 
to build beyond -fee lOperoeatofEast 
Jeraaalen feqr cu n e u fi y live on or 
us^ ssya fatmer Jcnssl^ city coun> 
cite and Meietz membar, San Ka> 
«»inWr Ihe copseq uBu ee is a cfarmiic 


-feortoge of hoofeig amo^ Pal- 
eatifiiang in East Jetus^em, wife, she 
estimates, ** 120,000 livhig in mb- 
. standard and over<rovwd . eohfe- 
tions**. 

Nor have die Madrid and Oslo petce 
processes hiqiroved maaers. If auy^ 
tfctngj life has not only gotten wone, 
but more paecaro u s. Many Pal- 

■ai rtmigiwi mn wfKwl • tftt g 

now undettaldng at in- 

ducing tiietr fflimber in- East Jerusalem 
■ahead of Oslo’s Enal status nego- 
OatioDS, feie to start once (and ^ 
Odo *8 mtotim phaae is ovn. 

Detphe bram's vaunted annexation, 
.P sle s tmam s in Bast Jerusalem are not 
^acir do most deshe to be) laaeli cit- 
izens. They SR defined lafeer as **pe^ 
mangnt resMgnte of Israd"; Thic 
rtwrf •Krttii/f any one of them live 
ontsde Jenimlon far seven or mote 
years'or fereigD ^ or 

gbe fbifehs feeh residency status. To 
avoid ^a, Palestinians fiom East Jcr 
xnsalan.fivh^ or studj^ abroad have 
had to 'renew feeir exit pienniB ev«y 
ooeortineeyean. 

Ihis used to be enough to save tiiear 
residef^. But not, it ^spears, ay 
km^. T-wo years load’s Jntedar 
hfimstiy 'sttfted to «vw>ilfrinn a 
estzma’a xesifesicy atama bn wfaefeer 
his or her ** u en ne *of li&T was in East 
Jenisalem ije. bn whetiier fee/he tived, 
wmleed or went to school feere. Ihe 
result; stys Israeli bwye^ Lea Tsembl, 
is *7ionfeeds of cases of Palestimans 
fiom East Jenisalem vfeo have been 


lesidency after bemg-efaiDad, 
eiren feo^ fe^ have renewed feetr 
exit pemuts." 

raore alacmiDg, fee knows of 
. eases of Palestisistts d^ed resdea^ 
heeanse tiirir “eeslre of is no 
longer in East Jenisalem hot ‘*ontsid^ 
in fee West ttiwV amt CTwiiM 
tiiese latter cases he psrt of a eeoenl 
polj^, fees **we are fnriwg of dxm. 
sands of Eart Jeniaalem’s Palestinians 
losnig feeir right Tsemel remans 
seepaeaL *Then tdty are sH there ca»^ 
es of lost residesey rights lawi^ on 
Biy desk?” asks. “Something has 
ehangerT'. 

feiffh onsbughts have (heatedly) gal- 
vamsed fee PLO into action over Eart 
Jeruaalem. Boi whib actions like pro- 
tests outside the Interior Xfinistry aro 
n e ces sar y, more will be needed to re- 
sist Israel's cre yn g bold over East Je- 
rusalem. JsL an mterview in die Israfe 
mapztne, CAoQwtge, Sara E^aminker 
insists jv^ftv«ai stcst^y as 
as protest Is what is now requhed: 

Palestinians could get eootrol of 
the bod tfiwT is under Arab ownerfesf 
m Jerasalem, **they’d Iwe ^000 oi- 
waitic to play wife ... If tiiis is to be tiie 
omital m the Palestinian what 
wfe ha oonnectioo be to other areas in 
fee West Bank? Three are all very se- 
rious issues that nsqoire a tot of ihmk- 
^ ermtivity and researcL I wish fee 
process would b^in, because that's a 
real sovereign function wdnch fee Fal- 
^• ti iit a nB could nttriartiitri* todsy,'* sqm 
Kaminkar. 


A vuQinan in 



Arab League 


Thefir^ womintplie^ h^ Libya’s Salma Rashed, talks toDou El-Bey about her new post 


Ssfana Rafeed. fee^pemauem- Rfve^'- 
sanative , of fee Ifeyrei Arab Jir' 
maluiiya to tiie Arab 'r ^inii 
first Arab wuoBa^.to .^rfefi .-pest; : 
boBste of bra qipimitnKra te tnnnfrt 

citiasBns but wife then' craiyeteta^ 
We went h^ond geoder disraiuMaliiiJU 
deoMbs te decteed. - 

Her q ipo in mneat must Irare 'crested 

h^^^tad h^^b ^H^im an ea-. 
chiferdly mafe dife. Aoooffeng to 
Rafeed, ofeer heads of ddcgpSoiis bor^ 
diaDy ?* we i l comed me hat'eoddaot 
eauattl feeb . amaire and even astoe- 
ifemsntreiuyhreonHngfee first wom- 
an TCOfesaibtive to fle AnbLeegoft? . 

Rafeed is a 28ryear-olA dad, adf- 

wwiMwi fiom 

fee Faeolty'of Economies and BoGticd - 
Science of Ttipoifi's Fstfe Our ve rai ty , 
six yean ^ 0 . ^ fiat wodaed as a leo- 
turer at te same ficdlty. She tiwa was 
app o t u te d as. a dqoty aecrelat y fiir 
women's, affehs in fee .Ceneml. Peb- 
pk'a m 1991 and bst yea^ 

fee was rnoved to file Geaend Perm's. 
rnwaiwitt^ te'Diify, fee. body .noaT 


■whidi djnkirniiti are sdected. She eras 
- . qipomted by fee comnuttee to bead fee 
’Lfeyim deh^sri o o to fee Aiab Lo^ 
bstAiigostatefewjainedmteub' 
yen ddegiatiaa to te Gfeo aurmnt bst 
. June ' 

^ ' Rashed*s qgnmtuKiit came as part 
of a programBie hutisted by Libyan 
bader Mubbudsc Gadsffi to boost the 
status of teJJltysn woman. Woninh in 
Libya have' readied lop posts m nraiiy 
fidd^ Rafeed cqiilainBq. ''Xliey sre 
jnS^es, se cw t a iy- gqiBab te <3» 

She^^da^TiMedte^^'^^b- 
ya's represematlve vriwu she preseated 
her credeutisb to Arab Lea^ Seo* 
TCttiy^jeoenl Esmat Abdd-Meguid 
bst Sq>tmbe r » only doe day hdbre 
"fee ope n in g of fee Aiab League's 
lOdfe sesdoo. Dus sesate* fee first 
fee atteade^ .was described as one of 
feenaodptodirative. - 

Iu first sesston, the Aid) Ibreigu nnn- 
btan iasded a very strang — ^ altfaon^ 
nothiiuSiig — statement mafeidifiiity 
miaiiiin o u^ . ^reed on the urgoicy re 
putting p re ssu re OP brad to honour file 
peace agteeiBente h has dgned. They 
flBBdened to wconsidra the nomsl- 


rntinn of Arab relations wife Israel if 
ftfednot 

Rafeed pimsed fiiie Arab Lc^ik and 
wondered why h has been considered 
ineffectnal In feet, fee continued, fee 
Arab Ixqpra's: eflectivoiem is de- 
pendere on fite concerted bfeaviure of 
ite member states. If file Arab stales do 
not boost file rob of file League by gty- 
ing'hs xesotutioos oedihility and re- 
spect, it cannot fiilfil its nussioa. The 
Aife League b a means and not an 
end. fi is a znesus fin* file Anb dates to 
achieve a uinfied stand," fee said. 

She desc ri bed die atmoqihere of im- 
deistandmg at fiie League as ovex^- 
wbfening rince fee Cairo j|a 

June. Dib is roflected in fee member 
states' keenncM to adopt a mnfieri jk^. 
sition on issues rdating to aecairity and 
stabffity io file r^ton, fee said. 

• Co oneming file rob of the Arab 
Leegne in vesolying file Lockerine is- 
sue, Rafeed said Lodeeririe has be- 
came an Arab latiier fiian a stdefiy Lib- 
yan issue. The resofution passed ^ fiie 
OniO aummh. wallftH fei fee Ixffeig of 
te UN smetioos niipuwid on Lfeya. 
Rashed ondemned **ttie resohdians of 
file Security Coimcil, meauhig America 


'end the law of the jungle feat prevails 
in Hwitirig \rife fei* ssue." 

Rafeed ad^ fiiat fee Arab League is 
duty-bound to adopt a unified Arab 
sta^ on the ireue reLockerise, based 
on the coQvictiaD that Libya did not 
take part to downing the American axr- 
ter over Lockeririe. Had America tru- 
ly befieved to Ifeya’s tovotvement to 
te toddeat, it would not have waited 
far four re five yean before ad^ to 
feow hs power and concert as it hu 
been doing every now and then with 
Ifeya, sbe argued. 

TaDting ab^ another issue thst is no' 
less iiiipujtaut to Libya, abe said that 
her oramtry is looking fo rward to the 
estabhafament of a Palesttoisn state 
'where Muslims, Christians and Jews 
can live together peacefully re is the 
case to Soi& Afiica. But fee bdxeves 
feat what is now on the ground is an 
ethnic state. 

She leiects the term expri when re- 
fetring to the PaJertinian refugees to 
Xibya wfeo mre evicted to the border 
with Egypt, ssy^ that Libya did not 
eqiel fee FUestimans fiom its uuuulry 
tort since they have establifeed their 
own state tb^ feould return to iL 


KBCKERCPA 
REVIEW 
SINCE 1957 



IbfrAmeiMan I^iivfCBty 

teCiird^ 

T n«t i iiit»» />f Maiiwgiiieni 

Devdppment . ' 



AxmouBong the. 

2nd 

CPA Review Conrse 
in Egypt 


Accoontahts 

Become 

l^fessioDals 


YOU ARE INVriED TO ATTEND A 

FREE INlROmiCrORY SEMINAR 

On November 23ird or25lfa^ 1996 
' AUC, H-Jameel Center 
^OO pm . 


r7i.ASRliS BEGlNDECEMBm 16, 1996 
COURSE RECasniAlTON DEADLlFi^ 
1XEC3QMD^10»1^ 

. 1 1 Yoiis^EI Guindi St. 

BabE3-Look, 

- 6di floor,- Jamcel Center'' 

Teh 357-6735 

Fa3K'355-7546 • 


Netanyahu under fire again 


ISRAEU Prune bfimster Bi- 
ityaintoNetSQyabn's adoanristra- 

tfftnftMnw fMderTBnegredfiTgfeM 
week as Aife and Western bad- 
ets on fee IjkDdgpvam- 
meot to boDour'ils cemnutmeot 
to .file fibretog 'MBddb East 
prece peooM'QMaE*s 'foRaga 

nw ^InnrfBy cwltaH nn fiu 

to ""jJwnw* aD peace 
^reemems "without dd^ as 
he made file first ever tm by a 
Gulf foreign minister to fee ftl- 
esOman tc^^tfooes, duestesong to 
f iw AiJt Wk conia^s noimal- 
■■Minn ifej) Hared n progres s is 
DOtmadetofiiepeacerBlkB. 

T T ii^ n jwBwyiy ^ tiK d we ai did 
tir*^»irlwMt inlTia annnlTfient nf«n 

■ g f MJwj’ itj ftmek to 19S^ for 
US oil gbot Edoo to provide an 

etiwTKnq loffy'ofQiifliii 

nstenl gas to IsraeL year; 


Qatar aud Oman brake wife fiieir 
Golf alEes to estabEsfatog tia^ 
ties wife Israd, but phnsOT ex- 

oflRftaa dg nOW 

on ice as a result of the Arab- 
Israebtaisaus. . 

Meinwlnb hi Brussels, fiie 
prefebut of file Earopeaa Pariia- 

Tiu j it^ UTmib BuDSdl, OQ 

Israd GO Mbnd^ to reqpec t hs 
ccmmitmBDt to band over Ekb- 
lOD, andodtkisedfiiBNettDyalB 

■H miti k rffliCTii ’B AiragMi |q 

^*H**^- file ei^pBosion of Jewife 
n Palesthdan ter- 
limiieK Tbs comes cn fire heels 
of die *<M > * »* by TTi«>i Ponign 
MtoirtBr Kdc Spring to bst 
wade’s Cixro MENA couierence 
towbidi be reinaaied E ur o p e an 
siqipoEt ihr the bad-ibr-peace 
fiumub rejected by baid-te Is- 
raeli rifet-wtogets, and reSects 


_ 

by Eorope to the peace process. 
Under fee 19^ 0^ aoconb 

nb, Israd pledged to wi fedra w 
hs tro^ fiom 85 ore cent of 

lod dVulBS 

of fee entire chy over to Yasser 
Anfot's Palestinbn Nstioiad 
Auiijuuty to Mscdi Ibe govern- 
menl ofNeanydBi, dected pre- 
uder to May, te cenaistenfiy re- 
fused any form of redqdq'ment 
imKi fee PslesttoiBcs soee to 

iwi tBiii t«li « wgpa IQ the On O pl^ n 

These sre tot e n^ to 

mg xove security guarante es for 
the 400 Jewife seoeis uiuority 
livtog smoBg Hebron's 120,000 
Arab lesideats. Six weds of h^ 
tensive Isedi-HestniiBn n^c^ 
tbthms have so tor fiubd to 
break fee deadlodL 


Israeli-Syrian row 


‘YET ANOTHER TOW has broken out betweoi Syr- 
a sind bad to ben^pec the abeedy ailiira peace ne- 
gotiations. ybfedc Mordediai, laaeTs defooce 
mnustei^ ifeiiiged 00 . Sunday feat Syria was de- 
veiaptogckaiiicalw6q)Qiis,mpstticularnreregas, 
edfe die of Rnssbn and warned that 

-brad- wuw toppfe Syrian' President Hefoz Al- 
Asred ifDamascus used chemied szms aastost it, 
Acecrfeirett Mardedwi, Syria possreses. Scud 
bdOte^mdles cqiahle of carrying non- 
coovasioiwl end reechtog mdre cilieg 

vrilldn brad as wdl as die bradi nuclear researdi 
cenlieinflieN^ev.desert^pealtingatilaaetia- 
MoedfMdiBi add, *Tf anyone gets fee idea of us- 
bg'fiiesB weqwns 'agatost os, diey'd better know 
ibre -bnel b.ready nc anydfeig and wfil use aD . 
m M HB at ha m.itoponse, putting fiie sur- 

vbnloffee Gocrenti^inie at rbk.’' 

An esnged Syria r eaarted on Mondiy feat Israrii 
Him w of fids. sort dmniM get'alsim bdOs itopng 
-duoiigbont file Ateb wodd. **Xbe Arabs saist s^ 


QOosly TgmtM Mordedisi’s (beats, bwamse aay 
regression agnast^yria oast be considered an a^ 
gresacn agsmst aD fee Arabs," said fee niltogpiF- 


bfofdedBi called on fiw SyxisiB to *VBtum to fee 
QMotbtmg table so we can achieve peKBi" 
US-bt^oeted peace talks between file two aiH 
fc»gnrHi*c ^vere sugwnded to Febmcy by brad's 
pxorious Ldxxir governmeiit and bm act yet been 
resumed uudre Netanyahu Uh 

der piemuie fiom hard-nnes to bis patty, Ne- 
hac xofused Syrian demaiids t«Tic« 

resume vfeere tbty left offundre Laboixe, whh an 
agreement m principle feat brad wxD xettna file Go- 
lan lU^rts to Syria in lecum Ibr fiiD peace. Syria b 
aoenstog brad of using "bnufi seornty" as apse- 
t^frrprotopgmg hs OOCtqiS&'OD of Azu t»iMUef*p 

T^nml aw girf thft ’Rafg hfei firm Syria in fha 

1967 Aiab-bcaeli war, p rorrerimg to annex tito 
bi^ystrategictemtocyto 1981. 


Will Europe come out 
of the shade? 


The Middle East peace process affects the EU's vital interests, 
writes Nassif Hitti. Yet a single broker continues to run the 
show. Is Europe finally moving from the sidelines? 


Diplomatic moves to w a rd tbe resunqrtxon of 
file peace pro ce s s to tbe Middb Bast are 
marked by three main diaracteristics, wfaicb 
have becenne increasmgly clw to 
weeks. First among fiiese are the Arab and Is- 
raeli dtotomeiie missions to European e* pi*«t* 
feploma^ has been fiicused on diaihig 
wife Bmt^ fedtogs of anxiety and scruples 
oencemtog tbe fete of the peace process, and to 
try and put tbe pe^ process ba^ on trade, 
puDtog it om irf^the znqiasse created by file new 
braefi g oven im eatt. ^ fiie other ti«^ braeB 
moves led by both tbe prima mmigtw qq({ tbe 
foreign nohnster have aimed at to^rovtog fiie 
Ldmd's image in Europe, wideb is lightiy ao- 
CDsed of suwxuiiug fee Labour Patty. Israeli 


diplnan^ bss also been geared toward tbe 
laoDcfatog of a rfiplomatic offensive to wwiwiw 
Arab actions to a l»d to neutntise Eu^e. 

European dtobmatic moves in tbe regum 
make 19 fee second nMor corqioiient of reeesit 
dtokimmic activity. The most jnemtoent of 
drese moves is tbe visit to the Middle East of 
tbe Irish ftireig n mTirigter mA the rftftfntwn of 
the Bmopean Mbasterial fv>nnrii dmiz^ the 
first wedc of October fonowhm autborisaticn 
ity fite unftffieUl European (EU) sum- 
mtt- These move s CDlmtosted wife Jacques 
Qnxae's visiL 

The finid fector atexing dqilomatic ex- 
diangBs is the most re ce nt Aiab-Istadi dia- 
tostisded by the Arab wvpif'fft 
the EU ptoy a loieto aetttog the peace proce s s 
bade on comae. Thu request met wife strong 
fmeK objections — **«*(>» without fiie ali ^riww 
knowle^ of what fins role could be. 

TTwe diveimfied dq>loniatic active 

ity across tbe Mwrf i titi n wMMwi reflects gcowtog 
Eu rope an over fiie fedie of fee peace 

prOOeSa. 1i»« ii>aA> al«wwl an t 1 y Mm* ite 

distiess at the changes that have oconied stoee 
Netany^ ascended to power. 

In fins reflect, the EU proclamation on 
peace in the Mid^ East, knied I9 the Flor- 
ence Summit on 22 June 1996, x ep r ese nt s a 
flame of xefoienee for fiiose seddng to com- 
prehend the European ■wiiwiii- n<i out 
file fea lur e s of European activity. 

This prodamation was wderaned to the 
Arab world at 'bofe official and popular levels, 
more so rince it wwni» at a 1™^ when Arab 
fl u s tra tion and anxiety about peace to fee re- 
gioa had reached overwhehxnng levds ibl- 
lowtog the Israeli elections a^ to b gbt of the 
US's ambiguity and reluctenceL Different and 
Bometimes contredictaiy g gnMc were traos- 
mhied: aJ^ however, stressed fiie toqiOftBDce 
ofreqiecting die fia m ewori c of peaceful setfie- 
mere which underwrote the Madrid oonfeience 
— a flameworic which brad has amristently 
violated. 

The prodamatioD marfred a ouqur timwng 
pototto Aiab-Bo i ppe a n rehtions. and file ev- 
ohilian of the European tthwHi* m peace to the 
'Middle East It was dear-cut, firm, and com-' 
iBvt hs tiiiiiiig nnt» cindaL 

We BTinmMri«ft the wi cM tial leStrictiODS 
on a prospective European role to fix Middle 
Eart to a te mato pc»^ First, there is fix dif- 
(but not the nzqwaribOity) of mato- 
taintog a consensus among EU slates vdneh 
could resoH enmutativeiy to an eflective En- 
ropean poliity. Dus difficnlty is due to the bet 
tte fixre are prodGwnd difioences to letotions 
between various k^ European membexs, on 
one band, and fix IMted States, on the ofixr. 
K is exacerbated by the disci CT a xi e s between 
EU membere’ re^ective MBotenanean toter- 
ests. Secondly, laud's veto on potential En- 
ropean involvenxnt is based on percqition 
did such tovolvenxnt has always fevnizred fix 
Anbs. European polky usually conflicts wife 
s nan p tttoingwxeaPaxlsraeltona. 

The Itoited States has also tnditionany ex- 
pressed hs reluctance to aeconmiodate a Ei^ 
zopean roln During the Cold War, one of fix 
aiwais of US polipy held fiiat a Eun^xan role 
would Mnriaininfe its owD qfeere of 
and therefore disadvantege fix US to its con- 
flontation wife the Soviet Uirion. Tbe US also 
bases its olgection to Europeao i n tervention on 
the idea fiiri such toterventiou would give tbe 
Anbs levenge in negotialioDS over tte US for- 
mula for Middle East peace. 

Stoce feepeace process was laundxd to Ma- 
drid, the Us has rtrade every attenqn to contain 
aqy prospective European roto. Wariitogbm al- 
lows Brossels to plqr an observer's role to 
Ktodrid. But a l^Emopean disi^reemeiit 
arose over European aUMijpIs to pattictoste to 

the wiriring twmi on aaraiiily anil 

to nmlti-Iate^ negotiations. The US showed 
'great anxiety over Mediterranean p ar tnership 
plans, wagered that Barcelona wodd par- 
allel and even compete wife thes^ yet it was 
laiehie fo Eecoie even an ailntnitiiui ide at tbe 
Batceiona conference. Einope's non- 
oommitial reroraise to fix Israeli aggression on 
Ldmnon to April 1996 was not well received 
to Wadtington. Tbe US repeatedly esqvessed 
ite iniiaticn at fix mterftienc e of toher parties, 
protes ti n g that *Hoo many cocks tbe 
tootb.” Id feet, Wasbn^teo’s sole atm is to 
marginalise Europe, for foar that tbe latter 
might secure a juDiiitoent role to tbe Middle 
Eaft During fix Cold War, Euirm was ex- 
pected to follow the US le^ After fix ool- 
iqise of the Soviet bloc, fix tzansfomiaticni of 
strst^ie g eo giy bical configmations, and tbe 

mririi fi naitjfm i Of fi|e niles Of fiX iiite i * i M>ftrtwa1 
game, it was mqxrative tbat fonnez allies be 
lestrAied to coBqxtition to the economic are- 
na. By «n>e toten, the bfiddle East was 
bsrety mentioned to fix 1xon Dechntirai" is- 
sued by tix G7 mnmto Hxntioned nei- 
iher Jerasalem ncx IsueH Be tttemen ts, re- 
flecting tbe many stoulaiities betw ee n 
Euzop^ and US attitudes, and zefieettog a 
Enr^xan «- .« ■««* ■* » « ««■» on fei* potoL Dx US 
subsequeDfiy mmaged to org ani se fix Wasb- 


higtnn Mwwnrit without tovitioe Europe; vidudi 
caused no amaD distuibancem Europe of- 
ficial ciicles. 

Despite all dx above, Europe could come m 
play an active part to tbe Middle Eas^ for sev- 
eral reasons. First, bofe fix Europeans and fix 
Arabs perceive feis potential m^vemeot as 
betog complenxntary to the Amerim role to 
dx peace process, ratber fixo cosrpetitive or 
hostile. Europe is unable and uDwintog to com- 
pete wife Wrxbtogton in apoasoT^fix peace 
process to fix Mi^e East, e^ecially since aD 
fix parties concerned stress fix oenoality and 
scptemacy of fix US role. This feet alone 
should do morii to re ass u re fix US fiat its po- 
sitioo to tbe r^on wiD not be uudemuned. 

European tovolvement mi^t act as a safety 
valve, aOeviattog teusioo to Arab-Amedcan r^ 
latiouB. It could serve to enntem potential 
streiii, act as an toqxtns to US poHcy and thus 
preveot pofitical crises or diplomatic stale- 
mates. Freoce’s decisive^ faighinofile reaction 
to fix Israeli assault on Lrioaon [novided fix 
US wife a powerful incentive to take tomxdi- 
ate measures. 

'While bofe Arab aixl E uro p ean ggveemnents 
aacy be peraiaded of tix cerfiial true played by 
Washmgton to tix peace prooes^ tins does not 
mq>1y that fee US mry veto tbe totenreDtion of 
ofeer aetCR, especially when tiiis totervention 
is likely to step iq> tix pace of fix process and 
eaxom^ fix lesmiqition of ixgotiatioDS. Eu- 
rope can bardty igjpore its leqwnsQnlities to- 
ward an issne which will have a dnect and 
muM-feoeted mpact on tbe security of fix “old 
continent should we letnm to fix Bihwtinn » 
it stood before Madrid. 

The Arabs should not forfeit fix Eun^ean 
card, no matter how limited its efiMShxaess 
may pt^ to be, under the pr e t ex t that fix US 
win object to Eimqxan tovQlvenxiit This pre- 
text brudano watei; eqxdally to view of fix 
feet that fix US suppoits Israri un- 
couditiouslly, and ^ven that tix US does not 
heritate to pm aside its leqxmsibilhies, vrixtii- 
er for mtwTigl reasons (elertions) or diniug to- 
temtional crises, to the only 

when tix sitnation leadxs a Claris point 

The k^ European actors ate convinced that 
tfa^ can effect chan^ to tix Middle Eas^ 
wifem recognised linwe. The reoEXDtatiaD of 
fix Anb atfende to Europe foDowtog the China 
reflected a new political r ty a aim sm on 
the totanaticnal level wmcb will undoifetedty 
serve dx peace process. 

Europe holds a number of aces, quite iq»it 
fiom hs polhka] weight, that could be played 
m MnEmg fix Eui^i^ lole to fix 
Among tbM is economic asristance: the EU 
has provided ciiidal agcigtiniee widim fix 
fiamewrak of peace, aimed at creating or siq>- 
part^ stability and epco u raging coiqieraiian 
and jomt voUnres. Ecoaiomic rriations ate an- 
other see to fix EU pack: Israeli foreign trade 
with fix EU has devdoped at rcniBikable rates. 
Israel a vested intwiMa qj irm tiimg jts part- 
nerah^ wife fix EU, bearing to mind that EU- 
laaeb ^reement is fix most advanced of rim- 
ifar EU paitnariito a g r eemen ts, »nrf includes 
key areas of scientific and tecfanolo^cal coqp- 
ention. 

Any tenston or stalanafe to dx peace pro- 
cess is a direct tbreat to fix Euto- 
MeditemiKBn partnisshto policy launched by 
fix Barcelona Cooference to 1995. This poli^ 
sbqxs Europe’s strategy concemtog Med- 
henauean issues, fix most complicated and to- 
Izicate of vriueb is undoubtedly fix peace pro- 
cess. Dx latter was mentioned to fix piehide 
to fix “Barcelona Declaration’’, which em- 
pbarisedthat a ‘^just, couquebensive and stable 
settlement is ba^ on UN Security Counefl 
resolutions, and prinetoles qxUed out by fix 
Madrid coofsenoe on peace to fee laddie 
East, tocbiding the coocqrt of land for peace." 
Moreover, fix political aid seaaty aspects of 
fix declanrtion emphasised dx impartaoce of 
conflict resolution sod rogjonal security, all re- 
lated to fix Madrid refe rer xe and, ia wo, cos- 


Tbe Entopean decuration issued by fix for- 
eign ministers uxetiiig to Luxembourg on I 
O^ber underlined the organic retatiou^to ^ 
tween Barcehna and fix peace process. It ex- 
pliei^ sttoulated that “fix Emopean Union 

buttresses Hum-Marihwmnean parlnerriiip 
agreements, based on coDeefive commitment 
to fix peace proc ess , to fins enn*e«*, Israel is 
required to esfeibit an nnambiguoDS intention 
to folly borxar its commitments and agiee- 
ments with fix Palestme Liberation Organ- 
isalioiL" 

Europe; tfa we fo re , has a particular stake to 
eosuuug the ^Dtple^oentation of ^he pnimw^left 
meuticsKd to tbe declaration. Had MadriiTnot 
taken place, Barcelona would have never come 
to li^ Em^ is eoDseious that any violation 
of fix Madrid agreements and the pitociples on 
wluGh feey were based will have negative re- 
peicasrions on fix results of Barcetoua. Bar- 
cekua itself indeed, could ^tod to a complete 
hak, and Eurc^ will foifat aU its gains to 
terms of MgamsatioD and fix devdepment of 
Euro-bfediteoaixaD rriatkms. 

Europe's commhmeut to fix peace process, 
vriuch nas so for been restricted to pdScy, 
should be transposed into efiective pr>Ktiftsi ac- 
tion wifein fix foamewoik of EU stiat^jc CQo- 
ttogendes. The first step has been the recent 
miotolmeDt of a qx<^ European Mid^ 
peace envqy. WiD tins Euopean equiv- 
alent of America’s Demds Ross make his 
mark? Or will Europe merely tte role of 
“concerned spectator", standmg to the wings to 
watch politi^ evenlB that mi^ affaei itg vhri 
tolereste; without a**ait»pritig to a sub- 
stantive rolei? 
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Pakistani meriy-go-rounci 


Benazir Bhutto's dismissal from office this month was widely welcomed in Pakistan. But can the country look forward to anything rosier than more purges and coups d’etat. 


asks Eqbal Ahmad 
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Murtazs Bhutto 


Benazir, herd 


hwbandAsif ZardarT 


Os 5 Novembo; Paldstao's pxcadent dissolvnl 
ftime NGnister Beoazir Bhutto’s ^yveitimeiiL This 
is the sectffld dme Benazir has been ousted pr^ 
ideatial decree on charges of coniqition aoid mis- 
managemenL la 1990, most citiz^ had sym- 
padiiMd with her. hi 1996, they op^y celebrated 
her ouster. 

The contrast TnarVa Benazir’s passage from a 
cgtcc popular symbol of deniocfacy to a widely 
t<>gtad polhieiaii. Therein lies her frOure and Paki- 
stan's misfetrnme- Since ha birth in 1947, Pakistan’s 
histor y hflfi revolved aiCHind an unresolved tension 
betwm die pet^le’s yeatning for democratic and 
refiumist governance and the political elite's deep- 
seated antipathy to refonn and democracy. 

Politicians and soldiers have taken turns at ^v- 
PaldstarL Th^ have had almost equal time 
and, tm irm g diflfae nees hi detail, tbeiT Style of gov- 
ernment has been remarkably similar. Both have 
grossly nusmanaged die country's afbire while 
augmenting die size of govemment to irrational lev- 
els. Botfa have n^ected such crucial tasks as pro- 
moting literacy, reducing population growtb and 
laighig stan&ids. Both have resisted 

distributive justice and land reforms. And both have 
been comqit and indulgent at public cupesise. So 
when die patience of the public starts to run out, die 
one out of power rides the wave of discontent to 
turn the tables on the odier. Uns time aioond. the 
ggnerais have stayed in die wings, but the play is a 
revamped oldie. 

For three of Paldstan’s five decades, the Bhuttos, 
a ianded fan^y tbe province of Sind, have 
bea at tbe centre of this depressin^y rqie^ous 
drama. What distinguished them were die promises 
dwy ewme beaihig, die hopes diey aroused, and the 
disqmointments they produced. In 1959, Zulfikar 
Aii Bnutto was an obscure lawyer in Karachi when 
be genfi bt and received the patronage of Paldstan’s 
Snt milffaty dictator. He senred A>^ Khan fitst as 
minintgr of commeioe, dien as foreign minister. As 
the Rotator’s reign b^an to flag from popular dis- 
content, the ftomboyant Mr Bhntto abandoned ship 
and led die prated movement which ibiced Ayub 
Khan to retire. 

The elections which Ayub's successor. General 
Yahya Khan, hdd in 1970 resulted in Bhutto's Peo- 
ple’s Party mnning the majority vote in West Paki- 
stan (i»esent-day Paldstan). Bat Sheildi Miijibur 
Rahman's Awami League won an ovenvfaelming 
victory in East Pakistan (now Ban^adesh), lepre- 
sentmg some 60 per cent of the then Pakistani dec- 
toiate. Naturally, the sheikh and his Bengali foDow- 
ers ei^ected him to be prime minister. But West 
Pakistan's oligarchy distnisted him and Mr Bhutto, 
wanting to be prime mmister hhnself, refused to 
cooperate. Crisis East Paldstan decided its 

hufependence and Bhutto welcomed die start of 
militety operations aimed at blockmg the secesaon, 
saying, ''Thank God, Paldstan has b^ saved.” He 
siqiported the merdless and hopeless mflitaiy cam- 
psjm imtii Deceniber 1971, when Paldstan’s anny 
in die east sutreadered to India, which had joined 


the fi ghting in siqiport of the separatists. Ban- 
gladesh was bom. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto now beaded 
Pakistan's government. 

He was not comqit in money matters. His 
was memoz^le fbr its aibitraiy, nile-less ^ vin- 
dictive character. "land reforms” reinfinced 
landlordisixL Sweqnng natioiialisation of indnstiies 
and h«nic8 were poptmu measures, but they ruined 
Pakistan's nascent eotiCTreoeud^ class without 
yieldfog any of the benero associated with sodal- 
iiwn. The judiciaiy was tamed and the bureaiiciaQr 
was iwMitrierl into an inar ument of personal power. 
The army, weakened by the Bangladesh debacle, 
was fuHy rehabilitated and its powers to intervene 
in civil society were Bhutto’s mobilising 

promises of ‘^nead, clothing, and shelter” were all 
butfij^otteiL 

Paldoan under father Bhutto bore aqiects of to- 
t^haiian rule. When next elections were held in 
1977, tbe tamed burcauoacy ligg^ diem wi^ly, 
cppaicntly without Bhutto’s explicit instructions. 
Tbe opposition took to the streets and found sur- 
prising pqwlar support against die rigging. Con- 
vinced of the loyalty of his hand-picked army cfaiefi 
Bhutto ordered die army into four major cities. In 
July, Geieral Mohamed Zia Ul-H^ us^ied jtowa 
efifo^essly. Fearing Bhutto’s diarianatic populism, 
Zia incaicerated, tried and executed his benefactor 
on flimsy char^ of murder. Bhutto's execution 
transfbnned hhn mto an icon of c^ipositjoo to mil- 
itaiy rule. Young Benazir's courteous and de- 
termined opposition to Zia's govemment made her 
tte symbol of resistance. Whra sbe returned fimn 
exile in 198^ p^le gave her a hero’s welcome. 
When Zia diiM m a mysterious air crash and free 
elections foOowed in 1988, she became prime min- 
ister — die first job she had ever held. 

People symp^ised witii-her in 1990. She was 
out befrire she could mature and handle die le- 


qxmsibilities of her high office and before she had 
leaned to *«Mne Asif Zardaii, her polo-playing 
spouse who earned, within mondis of becoming Pa- 
Idstan’s first a r^utation for influence- 

peddling and Mbay. Moreover, the president wlm 
ousted her was associated widi General Zia. His 
motives were su^ect In 1996 Benazir has no alibi. 
Sbe was fiifly in rfwr ge, a seasoned politician with 
five years of experience as prime minister. Her gov- 
emm eat was dissolved tty a pFesident she bad hand- 
picked from her own party. The caretaker prime 
minister, too, is a respected veteran of her party. 
Above citizens believe that the reasons given for 
her dismiagai — c uilupU op and mianan^ement — 
arecoiiecL 

r ike her father, Ms Bhutto has the talents of a 
populist politician; she is a flamboyant orator and 
tdrated commumcaior, with a keen sense of 
poitunity and an enormous will to power. She also 
possesses unfortunately tbe traits which defuied 
Zulfikar All Bhutto’s tragedy. Elite education has 
invested in her only die veneer of modernity: fluen- 
cy in En g liab , frimlia^ widi contemporary ideas 
and ibetoric, the savoir-foire of the jet set Under 
the surfoce lies ^ le^ Bhutto — an unalloyed feu- 
dal woman fitim r.aricaiM in southern Pakistan, 
more comfortable with cronies tiim with col- 
leagues, in private audfence more than in partia- 
ment, ghring orders more than discussing policy, is- 
suing d e cre es rather than legislating laws. 

Like most scions of Palmtan’s feudal class, Ms 
Bhutto has difSculty riistingnishing between the pri- 
vate and public domains. Ownoship in feudal so- 
ciety is quite a diffeient matter from that in bour- 
geois society. It is absolute and the lord or lady set 
me rules of how to nm what diey own: that’s our 
land, those are our villages, our peasants, forest and 
fields, mosques and monuments. Distinction be- 
tween what is private and what is public is- com- 


pletely blurred. Benaar likes to travel; so in diree 
years she took some SO trips abroad, all with l^e 
entourages and in the prime minister’s luxurious 
private jeL Last June, an enterprising reporter found 
that several thousand pounds of housdiold effects 
were transported Ity Paldstan International Airlines 
from die Bhutto home in Karachi to London, free of 
cost That signalled the next in a series of scandals 
— a S3.9 million estate outside London allegedly 
bought through intermediaries. 

Benazir is less interested in money than power. 
But Mr Zardaii, being more a real estate dealer dian 
a feudal lord, had a different agenda and, given the 
absence in tbe prime minisrer's house of a dis- 
tinction between tbe private and public, be bad a 
fiee hand. Unfortunately for tbe couple, Paldstan 
has recently bad a fiee and feisty press. Ihey made 
disclosuies one after another wUA the prime min- 
ister disixdssed as mere rumours. In ha monthly 
coluzim last .August, sbe recalled visiting the White 
House with her fetfaer and remembered bow proudly 
former US President Richard Nixon told Henry Kis- 
singer that "sbe is a filter like me.” She concluded 
that one must "fight for what one believes iiL leav- 
ing rumours for rumour-mongers who have notiiing 
better to do.” Her go\’emment never accommodated 
public demands for a judicial commission on cor- 
nqitioiL tostwaH she pointed husbmd Zardari to 
the c^iinet as mmister for investment. 

More serious than comqition were tire growing 
crises of economy and law and order. In 1996 
she imposed new sain taxes which hurt ordinary 
etrimns while rich land owners remained untaxed. 
Transparency International rated Pakistan’s govern- 
ment as the second most corrupt after Nigeria. In- 
vestments decimal Moody lowered Paldstan’s 
credit rating. The rupee has decrea s ed in value by 
IS per cent since January. 

economic crisis was conqxnmded by tbe es- 


calation of violence in Karachi, Paki sttn s CM i- 
QKicial capital There, she chose to coofroDtraflicr 
than ccanpranise with tbe etiinic IWu-^jeamg op- 
position parly, Mohajer (Jawmi Movement (MQM) 
— “ an aimed organisation not avese to violeace. In 
the conflict that ensued more than 2,0 00 peraam 
were killed. Thousands were routinely incareented 
week after week as the government carri e d out 
seaidi-Bnd-destiDy operatiODS in urban i» ^ibour- 
hoods. Law was the worst casualty of this- warfere 
as die poiiee and militia units woe allowed to do as 
they pleased. Torture became o mimioin , and hun- 
dreds of prisoners were killed — in custody and in 
frVft "encounto^ witfi forces of law and order.. 
Public appeals for an inquiiy into diese kilHii g s 
wereigno^ 

On 20 Sqitember, Benazii^s onty sur vnm^ biott 
er, who- had turned into a vitriolic opponent of hia 
gict^r and brother-in-law, was kfllea in one soA 
"oicouiitei”. No one snqiected Benazir’s band ra - 
her brother’s i a Rahxn^ direrdor of the Pa- 

Ifirfan H uman Rj^tS Comillission, Wtote of titB 
"Frankenstein fi*”* kflled Murtaza Bhntto”; There 
is DO doubt that the youi^ Bhutto was IdDed in cedd 
blood by a state ^iparatus that has gone bexseric as a 
result of tribal die custodians of power diemsdttes 
imahnahedl y describe as 'tiiB fiee-oand pdicy’,”. 

Pakistan’s judiciaiy has a ^r leoora of asserting 
independence at critical junctures. Ziiffilnir- AIl 
Bhutto did himself much him by tamiag ft. B wazir 
did not from his mistake. In her second tam 
shg marfa moTB than duec dozen appoiutnients to 
the high courts; most were embamssingly un- 
qualified party hacks. Lavityers and the press can- 
plained in vaJn. Last year, in reqxn^ to a legal pe- 
tition the Siqireme Court disqualified IS of her 
appointees, i^y confrontation developed be- 
tween her and tbe judkiary as the govamneot ha- 
rara^ the judges and stalled on abiding ^ fee 
court’s decision. Ironically, she now sees fee jndici- 
aiy as her only hope. At her jnress conference on 6 
November, she vowed to petition the court, saying; 
"If there is justice in this land, 1 shall not lose in flie 
court” 

Bhutto's dismissal has been welcomed by most 
Pakistanis with a sense of relief Yet it raises trou- 
bling questions without relievii^ in any way PZlo- 
stan’s grim predicament There is uncertainty ahead. 
The preskk^’s case for riismigsing the governmait 
and dissolving tire paxtiament is not persnaave. Al- 
though Ms Bhutto has fee judges much 

grief tile court may yet restore her government as it 
did a previous one feree years ago. ]f it does not, 
fresh sections oe required and jxomised. by eaity 
February. They can yidd no mme than a turn on fee 
merry-go-round, an outcone the president, and the 
amty's leaders will StkI distestefiiL So giecnlations 
abonod about eleetmal postpmenient, impendh^ 
pui;^ and — worse — ancMtiier coiqi d’6taL De- 
mocracy, after all, carmot long survive witiioat 
democrats. There is only one certainty in all tins; 
the faihues of anotiier Bhutto have unhmged the 
country one more time. 
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Turquoise tusk? 

Operation Phoenix Tusk promises to resolve Africa's problems. 
Why were Africans not consulted, asks Gamal Nkruamah 


I bave been ariced one question more fie- 
quentty than any other in recent weeks: 
"What on eaitii is ha p pea iiD g in eastern 
Zaire?” Not tiiat I am particularity dexterous 
in decqrfiering die dOemmas of tiie Afiican 
Great Lakes region. One doesn’t have to be 
eqicdally eaqieit at reading between (he 
lines of intonatioiial front pages to realise 
(bat tiie West considers die goings-on in the 
i^jcai a matter of no small i mp ort a nce. 
One of titoiranies of the global infimnaticin 
leyohition is tint sometimes the more m- 
femnation y<w have at your fingertips, tbe 
more confiisii^ die reports read. Why does 
die mtemariwal media continue to define 
the conflict in the Afiican Great Lakes re- 
gion in ethnic and tribal terns? 

One duos ^ clear former colonial pow- 
ers, such as France, mdi a vested interest m 
die i^ion have been maisiiialised. Coun- 
tri^ like Canada, with little Afiican ex- 
perience bave been asked to take die lead in 
establishing a semblance of peace. African 
gpvemments and tbe refiigm have been 
sidelined aUogedier. But tbe refugees have 
decided to cj^hcss tfa^ will by fleeing 
eastern Zaire in an uninecedented ™gg ex- 
odus. 

People in die know, too, are bemg side- 
lined. One such character is Jacques Foc- 
cait, an old band of the French Foreign 
Mhiistiy — a man they call the *Vitcfa d(^ 
tor” because he has CMwocted France's Af- 
rica poU^ over tbe last three decades. And 
others with hardly any experience in the re- 
gion are called to help clean die mess. Take 
Lieutenant-General Maurice Barfil, the Ca- 
nadian commander-derignate of the multi- 
national fbroe code-oamed Operation Phoe- 
nix Tusk, for one. After a stopover in 
CteiD, BaifQ was in die Rwandan capital 
Kigali on Monday to evaluate tbe situation 
in the (jreat Lakes region. Today he is pie- 
siding over a military p lgwining meeting ia 
Stuttgart which will decide the intematioiial 
task foroe’s role in easton Zair^ Wlty Bar- 
fi] is still insisting on bmding 
international mission when over 
half a million refugees have al- 
ready returned to Rwanda beats 
me. It the same question 

bothers Lainent-D6sir6 Kabila, 
leader of tbe Alliance of Dem- 
ocratic Forces for die Liberation 
ofCrago-Zaire. 

Between Western and Afiican 
p erc ep tions of the problem a di- 
vide yawns. Kabila warned feat 
die international force appeared to 
be *Tn-inientioned”. It is no secret 
diat France has gone on a war 
frioting. Kabfla noted that French 
troops are today stationed SOOkm 
away from the battle soenes of 
eastern Zaire in die Congo River 
port city of Kisangani and are "in 
the process of re-otganising Zair- 
ean anoed faces.” 

Paris is m the grip of the polit- 
ical i m pel al ive. Her hands are up. 
bnt Fiance has stiD not thrown 

down all bei gms. Last week, the 
Etysie Palace issued a statement 
to efiect feat Fiance was 
ready to send 1,5(X) soldiers with- 
in 24 honn of lecehriim an imer- 
oaticoal The French ex- 

cuse is feat fee task force is 


nec^saty to satisfy fee refugees’ tm- 
manitarian needs. But why can't the ref- 
ugees' needs be met in Rwanda? Why 
doesn’t anyone listen ^len Afiica qieaks 
iqi? Rwaraten refugees are going home and 
t^ impels (he international community to 
re-feiok its plans to send troops to Zaire. 

As alwa}^ comments by American of- 
ficials bave been discouiteous. "We are (he 
indispeiisabie nation. But we don't have to 
do evetythiiig,” scoffed Washingtan’s Am- 
bassador to fee UN Madeleine Albri^^ at 
a press conference in New Yoik. In Wash- 
ington, US Defence Secret^ William 
Perry ladier insensitively reminded his lis- 
teners: ”We [America] are not the Salvation 
Army. That is not our oidinaiy business.” 
But for once die Americans are on fee good 
guys’ side. True to her eharming sel^ Alb- 
ri^t stressed that participants at tody's 
Stuttgart meeting must "rressess” feeir in- 
tervention plan in view of tiw return of fee 
Rwandan refugees to their homeland. 

A westward drift of refiig^ deeper into 
Zmre was unaccqxable to all tbe waxring 
protagonists. An eastward drift was polit- 
ically untenable to fee ethnic Hutu miiitias 
and their French and Zairean govemment 
backers. The mflitiamen are rutiilessly us- 
ing fee refi^ees as human shields. T^ re- 
turn of the mainly Hutu refug^ to (heir 
boinelaiid is proof feat fee war in Africa's 
(jieat Ltites region is not tribal With 
America’s uneiqiected beh>. it hac become 
veiy difficult for Operatioo Phoenix Tusk 
to turn into another Operation Tourquoise. 

France is die fell guy. The contents of an 
unieleased UN report were leaked on Tues- 
day and prerent conclusive evidence <haf 
French. British, Italian and Spanish firms 
aimed Zaire-based Hutu ebau^nnist Tniiiriac 
to tbe teeth soon after tiieir expulsion from 
Rwanda in 1994. France's Operation Toiir- 
qiroise in 1994-95 was a terrible fiasco. "I 
wish that steps be taken to reinforce secur- 
ity in the [Zairean] reghn of Goma and Bu- 



kavu, so that by controUii^ tiiese two au^ 
ports and main roads we can bring aid to 
the lefiigees," French President Jacques 
Chirac told rqioiters this week. The prob- 
lem is that Dcbody believes feat tins is his 
me intention. Most of the refugees Cxiiac 
is siqiposedly worried about have actnaDy 
retard boi^ They were m^y Hotn 
«dto bad had enough of the few of feeir fel- 
low tribesmen wto forced diem to 
volontaiy conizibutioos orpoy wbat was for 
starving refugees a hefty fine — SIO a bead 
— to oust tbe Rwandan govemmenL 
Writer Fiaiteois Xavier Verschave de- 
tailed fee French part in (rwtiOTfHig tiie 
Rwandan genocide of 1994 in wmchm es- 
timated 500,(KX) ethnic Tutsi were mur- 
dered in (told blood "Trance has blood on 
its hands in Rwanda,” wrote Verschave 
centiy. Canada’s haiiids are clean — so far. 
Afiicans have not forgotten Somalia 1992- 
93. In Somalia, Canada's name was qidwyt 

because of dte conduct of CanaHian tToops 
tiieie. 1f the inteznariooal force tries to siqi- 
port the puppets of [Zairean PiesideDtl Mo- 
butu [Sese Seim's] re^me in their fiafwims 
the result will be a situation like Somalia,” 
Kabila warned diis we^ 

Fiance bed^d its bets on Hutu chauvinist 
militias and Mobutn’s men bafag winnezs. 
Fiance felt that the international force 
would be a w inning idea. France was 
wrong on bofe counts. The backlash 
France and its hireli^ is undoubtedly un- 
der T1^ could get nastier. Frendi feil- 
ures in Afiia have to be seen in w«nh»vt 
America's lisi^ star in die r^ion and its 
excellent worfcuig relations with the Rwan- 
dan and Ugandan governments are r^ 
drawing fee political map of the region. 

After sufibnng years of bang edipsedby 
(a anglopfumes in its own tradltinnat Af- 
rican domains, Paris is preparing fctt a 
coimter-attack niasteimiiided by Foccait 
Bilingnal Canada saved the day by vol- 
unteering to lead a multinational that Af- 
ricans do not wanL F r a nwi is 
feeling bruised by the vinilent 
anti-French tone resooatina 
around Afiica. 

Kqiairing France's battered 
reputation in Africa after hs in- 
terventioD in Rwanda on tbe side 
of the dreaded Butu militias wbo 
iviped out some 20 per of 
tiieir countrymen is no easy mat- 
ter. Accon^ to Foccait’s rea- 
soning, tbe objective of figh^g 
les an^ophonea justifies tecak- 
Ing, or at least bending, tiie rules 
3 little. But prete^ing jg play 
refoee in a slinging match be- 
tween Kabila and tbe Huto mi- 
liuatnen would not wash wife the 
Afiican leaders that wiattfr 
fe^ of neighbouring Uganda 
and Rwanda. The international 
lask force seems to have frdled 
evTO before it has seriously got 
unto way. Yet for all Foccaffs 
hard-lme rhetoric, ever since Al- 
8®^’s iodqieadence, and es- 
P^ially after tbe debacle of Op- 
moon Tourquoise, France can 
no longer play fee hero in Afiica. 
out commg to terms wfth Vere- 
chave s expose could make it 

less of a v illain 
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VfjSk close to 300 piAlicetians. altering to aU. 
ifind* of readeisliip and covering an'manaer ctf 
inteiestSt ^^^aa prm is a flouririnog ^ ' 
dnstry. Erom daSies tojeriodkals, Erxd nadodal 
(state-cnni^) pidiGcawns to owosiiiai newi^ 
ptqwis, A^vimiqr of diepiess dn^ dm psisc 13..' 
years is an iniScarioai 'of a poSdcal nlhrairri. in 
wfaidi- die qiace for fneedom of expresBon is ' 
lar^ than it had been fw* m a ny dec a des. . 

“There have a large amriber of poHdcal 
and (leriuuea! changes in the Egyptian press -dis- 
ins the last 15 years,*" commented raou} Aba 
Zmd. dean of dm Fabol^'of 'X&isa Co rnmnmna- 
dons at Cairo U ni ve isi ty. ?3ai aD diese c ha ises 
are due co one basic factor the broader polittcal 
freedoms graiuedlqr the siatd!*. . ' 

Since its nationalisaiDn io the eady 1960s. the' 
press's rdaiionship with die stare has berauniH' 
s^le me,, rodced comemporary'-ecpnoonc 
and poUdcal ocmditions. Hus mstriiiUiy vras ao- 
whoi dm state allowed dm opposition 
parties to produce new^mpers. 

For example, in -1973.-llm ptfss strong S 19 - 
pcnted dm state in its Imttle with bmri.' bat by 
1977 . sonre rmwqiqmts'were.ianKisiiig moves CO' 
wards a peace irea^ with Istad. ''Ilmse were 
nmnwg dm mo 6 t diSadt lim es beoveen the mate, 
and dm press. Many jdiHnalists wim wrote film iia- ' 
rtmiwi newspqids were ridelizmd arid some of dm. 
OMxisitioa jmwqmpds were ripreledly banned,’* 
recalled Mabinona El-Mara^d, editooinTdimf of 
Al-Anbi. the Nassoist Puty^s . weddy bew^ 
paper. 

Relations leaded an'dl-dme low, maor wbiild 
tfroe.iD l981,vdmnoverl,000jwiriialiscs,iB- 
and pntiikaaiis were tnmtisonedbv the 
late President Anwar H-SadaL . 

“When PiesideDt Hosni Midmiak carne.to of- 
fice the press fareadmdasi^ of idS^T said H-. 


Mgamse the state tram wnmn ana .lo.rewaK. 
Esypt’s idarionship widLdmresc of ^ worid.- 
“Tb do this be needed go start by enlargiiig me 
maigin of freedom of expres a pn,** added Et-. 

Miibar^ released the pbfilical jnsoneR and 
pubfiely declared cbai he wouldaot send aiq>Dne 
to jail Rm exddsn® lhdriig!*.of.fiee^to ofcx- 


jnessioiL It was as a conseqiieime of this, eqmtts 
argne, diat the press was able to broaden its ho* 
AU dm poEdcal opposition pu^ b^gan 
to pnUish 'aevspsipas. llwse opporidon news- 
papers whidi were already licen^ b^gan to ap- 
pear more regularly. New specialist pdidcal 
poblidtdmis 'tqipeai^ “Had it not bimo for .the 
pnoeased] -freedom of eiqiresrion, pobbshen 
wouldn’t- have nnttertaicen die commitment of 
pDtdng- oat -so many puhlicaiioibs,*' said Abu 
Zesd.' - 

The new ]^lications took a more fatcefal ^ 

. proacb in criddmig dm poScies and atdtodes of 
. the govenuneoL Moreover, of^. fierce ctiddsm 
wu hspcbed dnet^. at top government of- 
ficials.. 

“We do have some, Imes that we doa't cross. 
Wedmf tcriticise dm anny, foe mstaxum, because' 
this goes against the principles of nadoual secur- ' 
' ity,.but othenrise-we write tritn we want and we 
haven't been baim^ aldioD^ we. do ger bar 
rte^ by the .secnriiy 'faGes,”^ said Mohamed 
AbddrQodus, a journalist , at the Islamist twioe- 
. weddy A/nSh^, wiucih is priiued by dm Labour 
'iPatiy. .. '..I 

“We have ]da^ an. in ^wnant role in zocm- 
rtoni^ and reyetdirQ the comption of some gov- 
onmeht - officials- and its 'Impact on' people’s 
lives,” said-Gamal'-Badatri, editor- of A/-VKi^ 
drily'. ■ j. 

“Some atgue that the state is rilowxng 
the opposition to. print. eriddsm of the govern- 
ment to ril^ pei^ls -frastradcms, but I 
riiiwfc dus is jnoD^: Wiat we are. exeiciring now 
.;is in fact tbe first, sta^ of coi^lece freedom of 
exptessioa in- die press;'it is a so^ vrimrdiy dm 
-press is playing arale as suprerisor of dm state's 
. policies,** said'Abn Zeid. 

According .to edhm and analysis, h is dm dif- 
•fgentsliadee^bfcpiiiimt e x pr e ss ed whhin dm nar 
-donaL' press' dmt have boeo moa inr »n - Matng_ 
-WUle (he dnee AJnA/avm, AI’ 

[ AfA^-.and Af-Qmiteria, stiD ixdd to a fiuMy 
oonrervadye style ; of . journaEsm,. odmr piiblica- 
doiis have adopted- a-more progreuive s^Ie. 

.‘*Itos€ S-ipia^Ts a good exanqde^** said E(- 

-“ AldiimgW it i$ a iwrinnal ma gHTine, 
Jteae-EI-Tousaitfhaa 'trodden dm [Meyioiisly taboo 
.roads of sex^ morality' and oorTupdoa.** • 


Indeed, tbe weekly magariim has made 
straightforward accusations of coirnptioD against 
a number of calmiet minisiere. It also opened 
niiat WG^ previously have been considered 
eiiMriftefi ffles on 3 vatie^ of sexual and political 
issues diat include anydmg from hynmnogr^jfay 
to power struggles within dm Ca'bmet. Its ^le 
has been ccmed by other, similar, «»^ga»*nes 

“The natfwial ^ibUcadons became coocenmd 
that the opposinoa papers would pull tbe rug 
from under didr feet a^ diat is why they had to 
act and show seme ciitidsm of the government,” 
commented Badavri. 

“There is no doubt that in Eg^x we now eojt^ 
a degm of freedom ai exftesaon unknown in 
most odiCT states in dm region,** added El- 
Maia^.' 

To further enforce the nascent freedom of ex- 
presskn, over tbe last few years, dm three lead- 
ing publishing' houses of Al-Ahram, Akhbar Al- 
Yom. and .Dtf Al-Triuir sorted producing new 
publicatitms Eke NirfAI-Donya,M’Ahram Weefc- 
^ AMhram Hebde^ AJdibar Al-Howadith. and 
Horfyati, which provide a fonim for the ddmte of 
cooDOvariri issues. 

And,-widi dmpennhied margm of freedom of 
ex]uessic» seemmgly seenre, Egyptians who are 
not allowed to print independent newspapers in 
Egypt have registered dmir publications in odmr 
countries and now <fistribute them in l^ypc. 

This is not to imply that the press and dm gov- 
emment co-exist in a state m perpeniri hem- 
eymoon. Only last year tbe state and the fxess 
had a soioos fidEng out over a new jwess law. 
Law 93 (rf 1995. which attengNed to restrict dm 
freedom of dm press. Criticism of dm law and the 
. government whidi Introduced it, was printed 
in both the opposition and national ^ness, and in 
dm end Pterident Mubarak intervene to end tbe 
affair. 

ParaDd to this freedom of oquessiOD has come 
an improvemeni in the techmques of news gath- 
ering, newspqmr design and printing. The inso- 
dnerion of modem technology, both in toms of 
infinimati/wi gathering and {vindiig — better 
newsprinz more advanced printing macTiines 
— have made the fiiriprodna more apimBling to 
tbe reader and introdnm many interreting adtti- 
tiODS to ^ypt's newsstands. 
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to wear.” A year eaiiiv Howard Carter had discovered the boy-Phanudi’s tomb 
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Azedno's same is not familiar to 
rnnst readers of the Herald TrUb- 
une or die New Yw^c Tines. But 
the Floreotme art lover and schol- 
ar may well have been the farfaer 
of Western jouznaiism, accordms 
to Abdallah Sdileifer, director 
the Ameiican Undveisity in 
io*s Adham Centre. Azetino’s faoi^ 
by was coDecdng goss^ about his 
wefl-hnown Renaissance oon- 
tenqwiaries, from noblemen to the 
Pope hiinsdf. While he put some 
of the infiMmation he collected to 
lucrative use — selling it to hfa 
victims in exchange for Aeir 
peace of — be was not al- 
ways able m strike a deal to his 
inring - Those who lefhsed to pqr 
fiv his silence weie exposed to 
th^ friends, families and neigh- 
bouis: Azetino, bent on revenge, 
lampnnna d them mezcDes^. plM- 
tering toe walls of toe aty wito 
pages torn from his diaries. 

Egyptian jouznaiism b^m 
somewhat diffarendy. The mr 
rimatft lives of toe social dite were 
not its prime target: most news- 
pqieis, raditf, sprang up in ^ 
po^on to the political Rtuadon 
prevailing at toe time. By toe turn 
of toie eentoty, there were 200 
regular publications read in Egypt, 
of which 60 dailies (some^ ep- 
peaiing morning and evemn^. 
The most widdy read among the 
l atter were Al-IttUuid Al-Misri, Al~ 
Attbar, Al-Ahram, Al-Mu^attam. 
Al’Mu'qyyid and Mlsr. Wtaay of 
these publicadons were short- 
lived; otoers survived well into toe 
twentieth ceatuiy. At first news- 
pspeis were read only by ' sub- 
scribers, but Khedive Abbas 
H3mi an es tim a te d 100,000 copies 
were being sold daily, reaching 
double *bMt figure in twn«t of no- 
rest To sat^ such a large de- 
mand, printing ixesses were es- 
tablished and duived. A rotary 
press was soon introdoee^ used 
^ toe fixk tnne to print Ai- 
Mu ’ay)ddt toe most popular paper 
of die period. By diis point, Egypt 
cottld already boast 75 years of 
jouinalhitic experience. 


Adieu Bonaparte 

Altbong h it is sometimes dioa^ 
that toe Piench expedition was in- 
strumcntal to the introduction of 
the printed word in Egypt, their 
two publications, Le Courier de 
L'Egypte and £a Decade Egyp- 
tiesme (1798), were mainly issued 
for prop^anda purposes: tiie 
French did nod^ to encourage 
the printing of tocalpc^ieis, having 
pa^ed 19 their printing press ^ 
tiken it wito th^ when diey with- 
drew. 

It is to Mobamed All’s projects 
totf Egypt owes its first news- 
paper. In 1827, having estabUdied 
toe first Egyi^ian printing pt^ 
the Pasha ordered the publication 
of a khediva] journal, more to 
kera tiimjtflf up to dfi te on the countiy’s aflairs and 
its itian to inftiiiii his pec^e of cutieot ai^ 

^is. He soon feh tiie need to pubUctse die goven^ 
meat’s schievements, however, and the Idiedival 
journal was igigcaded to become, in December 
1928, toe first ^yptian official newspaper, Al- 
WoM 'i AIrMisrij/ya (’Egyptian Chronicle*’). It was 
piWiehaH hi Tutidsh and Arabic, and Rifa’ Al- 
Tahtawi later became editra. 

In 1831 a pqier factory was opened, makmg 
paper out of old r^ bou^ from the public and 
used paper coHected from the various diwans and 
admmistzations. Firun then on and for a long time, 
Egyptian newqiapers were printed on paper ob- 
tained tfaroi^ zeqteling. 

Ab-Wa^'i Ahhiurfyya was sold to government 
eioployees able to its subscription fee, namely 
those earning 1000 piastres or more: am^ officers 
and the etoicated class. It was widely distributed, 
however, among students of (he state schools, vdio 
reoeived fiee cqries. 

Le Mondeur ^ypden qqieated in French in 
1832, printed at toe Ras El-Thi press. It was fbund- 
M by members of toe foreign oonmumity in Alex- 
andria, with some s up p o rt from Mohamed A^ who 
hraied that it would serve as a means of makn^ his 
poucies known to and pc^nilar amongst foimgn 
readers, thus counteracting Le Moniteur Ottoman, 
which was huxmcal to turn. The pqiet, however, 
vanished after 1834, «n*n h was revived by ECbe- 
(five fgnMil in 1874 to serve the same end After 
toe British occupation, LeMordieur was reinstated 
»Le Journal Qfficiel and merged wito ^MFuga'i 
to the government's ^’Official New^i^eK* 

(/il~GaridaAl-Basmiya). 

Modernisation 
hits the newsstands 

Khedive ie»r>ati was to req> the full benefits of his 
grandfather’s various prtgects, eqiecially his con- 
cem for having various scieotific Twiagiona sent 
abroad. With Egyre looking towards West, Is- 
mail was ready to foige ahm in this direction. 

This cucent brou^ with it a question ermressed 
by intellectuals such as Rifa’ Al-Tahtawi: How to 
part of die modem wo^ vriiile letmniiig 
one’s Mutiim ktentity? One may see the attenqrt to 
resolve this question as a principal impetus to the 
growto of toe periodical press. Ifotil 18^ the only 
mqwrtBDt newspapos hu been those i^liriied by 
toe g o ve rnm ent m Cairo and Constantinople, con- 
taining mainly ofiBcial news. There had also b ee n 
a few p m ers pitoHto^ in French, Greek and Ar- 
menian, wt tom was little to be bad in Atabic un- 
til the 1860s, which witnessed an increase in toe 
number of pfinting presses, of writera more pro- 
ficient in toe new Journalistic Anbi^ and of the 
reading public. A compaiative libecali^on of the 
TiiricuJi and Egyptian i^imes also allowed for toe 
creation of inivate newspapers and periodicals. 



For the next thirty yeais, a rnmiber of promment 
Lebanese were to become owners of large news- 
pqiezs published in Beirut, Cairo and Con- 
stantino^. Tb^ geac^y belonged to com- 
munities utoich, toroughout the ei^teento centmy, 
had undertaken a careful study of toe Arabic lan- 
guage; a passionate love fax the language and its Ih- 
eretuie had qnead Agm- It was therefore 

natural that tbey would carve themselves a prom- 
inent place in the establisfament of a namber of 
newsptqiers and periodicals wUefa miirored their 
ideas. 

Arabic ptmers were also ^jpeazmg in Bmzut and 
Isttudnd Ottoman official backh^ arid siqiporL 
Ihe most piDunnent in the Azabic-^eakmg coun- 
tries was AInJawa ’ib (’*Letters’0> edited by Ahmed 
Paris Al-Shidtyak. A Syrian convert to Is- 

lam, ShkSyak !■»««<*«■«< his pto-Islamic paper m Is- 
tanbul in 1862. For twenty years its cizculatira 
rates were unrivalled by those of any other Arabic- 
langnage publication. It consisteotiy defended toe 
Ottoman Sultan a^ Muslim lulers agah^ ever- 
European encroaefamenL ShuUyak re- 
mained a fpfcMWM* defender of rgnwil wheat die kbe- 
dive was dqiosed in 1879. The paper was dis- 
continued in 1884. 

Opeaimg the first Egyptian patliament in 1866, 
Khedive lamaii had decided to^ rqiorts on its pro- 
ceedings were necessary. To tois be asked one 
of El-Tahtawi*s students, the poet and scholar Ab- 
dallah Ffifendi Abul-Seoud, to a news- 

pqier. Soon fEadi El-Nil was reporting on and 
doning toe dedsions of Magjis El-Shuia, enriching 
its accounts wito official news of the kbedive and 
the ministers. 

The kbedive also and sepported pro- 

fessional and academic journals lela^ to die ac- 
tivities of the fost modem Egyptian intellectuals, 
teacheis, fft»eritiaig and officuls. Such were die 
medical jouzzia] Ya’sidt Al-TUdt (1865) and JZnwdsz 
Ai-Mad^ (1870) an ediaatioTal and pedagogic 
jounal direct \ry Ali Pasha Mubarak (the htin- 
ister of Public Worics) and edited by EI-TahtawL 
Even toe anny publish^ its own papers: Al-Carida 
AlAskar^ and in 1874 Gerklat Aihm Hath Al- 
(hfysh Al-MisrL 

To counter toe ‘Official” discourse of Wa£ El- 
JVS/, Ibrahim El^uweShi and Othman Galal es- 
tablished tlidr own ‘topporition” p^ier, Nt^uzt Al- 
Aftar. In 1869, closed the pa^ — a heavy- 
handed at tei p p* to silesce his critics. In 1875, Mck 
A nis was antomised to launch Rawdat Al- 
AJkar, which faithfully applauded official policy; 
the year, AMJuanit rounded by Selhn and Bi- 
sbaia Taqla, ottrined its licence — on condition 
ttiat fhe pt^teT would tefiain fiom rq)ottiiQg on po- 
litical matters. 


AI-AfghanPs mark 

Between 187S and 1882, relations between East 


and West took a new tunL The sdzure of power by 
Europe meant that the mnnin, that ’’political com- 
munity ejqnesring itself in all the foims of political 
life”, to use Vatfidotis’ ex p ression, was in danger. 
A {ffoblem more serious than the first was now 
threatening fhe sfaalim countries: how to resist the 
new threat fiom the West 

It is during this period tiiat toe mfluence of Jamal 
Al-Din Al-Afgham became maiked in the evolution 
of ^yptiaa new^npets. He encouraged his dis- 
ciples to write, publish newqiapers, influence pub- 
lic oirinioii; through them, he bad a part in bringing 
about the first strings of a ^ecifically natk^ con- 
sckmsness and Hitecnntent with Ismail's policies. 

On his return from Istanbul in 1871, he became 
toe guide and unoffi^ teacher of a groiq) of 
young mainly from Al-Ariiar, who were to 
play a crucial lole in Egjmtian political life. Among 
mem were Mohamed Abduh and Saad Z^ilouL 
The devek^ments of the 1870s and tbe events 
which eo^ with tte British occiqiatioo of 1882 
gave Al-Afghazd's ideas a new force over readers' 
tninrte and a new nzmortance in political life. 

In 1876, his teachnigs were propounded in a pub* 
licadon, Mir'at Al-AJnvidt in which Ya’qoub San- 
nou' betqied abuse on the Kbedive Ismail (it is said 
toat aiMitfier strong «»fl»enee behind tins publica- 
tion was ftince Halim, contender for Ismail's 
place). Tbe foDowing year, Somiou' published Abu 
Nadhara Zt^qa ‘C'Tbo Man m Blue Glasses"), the 
first Egyptian paper cocqiletely written in colloqui- 
al Arabic. Expelled from the countty by Isnuil, 
Saimou’ went to Paris, where he continue to pub- 
lish variations upon the Abu Nadhara tfaeme until 
his deato in 1912. 

In 1877 srfbn Al-Naqqash publiriied Garidat 
Misr, etoted by feDow Syrian Amb Ishaq, to cqqxise 
Eun^ean cuutio L Tins was followed by another 
daily, Al-Tigara (’’Commerce’O* which was sup- 
pressed by Riad Pasha in 1879. The same year, SW 
tim Anhouri founded bSr’at AlSStarq^ edited by 
another of Al-Ai^iaiii's followers, Ibrahim Al- 
ijMypifii la 18W, Adib Ishaq published Misr Al- 
Qahim, in which he toe new Khedive 

Tawfiq. During toe same period the Coptic minor- 
ity was encouraged to publish its own pep^, Al- 
Watan, founded in 1877 and edited by Mikhail Ab- 
del-Sayed, iriule fbzeigQ pqiers, munly Frendi, 
such as Le Proves, L'Eg^rte, and Le Phare 
d'Alexambie were aixxiided hcenoes. 

Fm* a utoDe, Al-A^gbani had remained on friendly 
term*; wito Ismail’s SOU, Tswfiq, but Tawfiq soon 
hie flwmitp ally to India, u ato pressure 
fixnn toe British consul-general and from fear of 
revolutionary ideas. 

Inspired by Ai-Ai^rani's philosophy and his ejo- 
mrnsgomflnt to criticise file Uiedive’s policies, dis- 
satisfied wito Ismail’s ‘toatiooalisf* ^verem^ 
ImwAwI i)y Sbeiif Paalte, certain journalists and in- 
te nff^*™*!? (ammig Adib Iriiaq and A bdallah 
Al-Nadim) togetto in 1879 to fonn a se- 


cret sodety in Alexandria, lliey called it Young 
Egypt (Misr Al-Fata), following the model of the 
fiwnniw Italian patriotic soctety. They published 
dieir own periodmal under tbe same name, in ntoich 
tiiey attarfferf EuTOpcan mfluence in Egypt 


Agit-prop 

When Al-AQshani was exiled, Mir'at AlSharg re^ 
fused to publish tbe news. Tawfiq closed it down, 
as well as Misr Al-Fata, Garimt Misr and Al- 
Tigara and stopped Egypto papers published 
atffoad (Sazmou' was op p os in g the kbedive from 
Paris) frenn entering Egypt 

In 1881, Al-Wdqa'i was developed into a daily 
with Mohamed Abduh as its chief editor. The 1881 
Press Law was issued in an attenqit to muzzle toe 
opposition, at least pa^y- 

Al-Afgb^*s teaehjngg were not lost, however 
close associates of his discqile, Mohamed Abduh, 
fiiring telamie thought witii Egyptian feelings for 
toeir uiruruz ater tbe events of 1882, established tbe 
roots of a durable and potent Egyptian nationalism. 

During this period, ratorinl writing began to play 
an impottant role in Egyptian political life and 
’’there appeared one of the figures of the mod- 
em era, tbe political journalist, coocereed not so 
much to commurn'eate ideas as to arouse stroog 
feelings by skUfiil use of language", in Honrani's 
words. Ya'qoub Sannou’ and, to a lesser extent, 
Atob Ishaq were among the first to fit toe de- 
scription. 

The pr» also played an important role in adapt- 
ing classical Arabic 10 modem requirements, ieu- 
ing to tbe rise of neo-classical literaiy movements. 
It was mainly through the prew toat the evolution 
of modem Arabic writing a^ literature occurred in 

tbe past century. Pro minent eariy writers were also 
pubUcists who wrote mainly for newqiapeis and 
magazines. Tbeir books, for a long tin^ were col- 
IccBons of todr newspqieis and magazines articles. 
It can be «««»< that the press pe r fo r med the functions 
of a ptqmlm teacher m spicadiog a new notional 
lan guage and cultuK moK sttuncd to the needs of 
an evolving society. 

From the turn of the century and until 1952 at 
leasL the press in Egypt reflected the conflict be- 
tween conservative and progressive tendomies in 
social thought and life, often serving es a medium 
for the propagation of new ideas and movements. In 
no other Mb country has the written press played 
such a rigoificant mle in the devek^ent of a 
oountty as it did in Egypt 

The Urabi revolt may be considered as toe com- 
ing of age of the Egyptian press. For the first time it 
reflei^ partisan views. Parallel to die increased 
political activity was an outspoken agitation of the 
press. In 1877-79 toe papers of Adib Jsbaq sad Se- 
lim Al-Naqqash served as a platfbnn for those op- 
posed to tbe foreign control of Egyptian affairs. Ab- 
dallah Al-Nadim, orator, writer and editor of AU 


TatOdt fYal-ToMat (‘‘Jokes and Teats’^ became toe 
spokesman of tbe Urabi gn^ calling for the siq>- 
port of Urabi against Kh^ve Tawfiq and the Eu- 
ropeans in his newly founded new^iqier At-Taif. 
Misr AlrPata, Al-Mahroussa and ALMi^ also sup- 
ported tbe Uiabists and attacked the presence of ^ 
n^)eBn financiid controllers in toe country and 
knedival adminisixatkm ^riiich hazboured them. 
Tawfiq tzied for a vtoile to counter this o pp os iti on 
by (aimehing his own papCTS, one of wfoefa, AJ- 
Burhan, was edited by toe conservative Sfadldi 
Hanwa F athallah. Mobamed Abduh siqqxxrted the 
cause of tbe Utabists and was sentenced to e«ne 
along with them in 1882. He joined Al-Af gham fo 
Paris in 1884, where together they published tbe 
shrat-Uved but famous al-WuAqa (‘The 

Film Bond"). 

Wtib the end of toe Uiabi revolt, maziy of (*»«» 
pttolications disappeared while a tmrnher flieir 
leading edi^ seem to have had second Anughtt. 
Those who continued writing were mclTiwt to iqtoold 
the Egyptian comiectioa wito toe Sultan in tgfew»hiil 

By 1895 a clear divisions of the Egyptian press 
had emerged. On one side stood toe papers and 
magazines published by the Syrian enngrfe, prom- 
inent among which were tiie dailies Al-Ahram and 
Al-Muqattam (tiie latter founded in 1875 by Fans 
Nimr and Ya'qoub Sorrouf). Soon Ai-Mugattam 
came to be identified wito British policy in Egypt 
while Ai-Ahram was syznpatiietic to French in- 
fluence, critical of British policy and in favour of a 
continued link between Egypt, mled tty tbe kfaedi^ 
and the Sultan in IscanbuL 


A weapon is refined 

Other Syrians turned their attention to literary 
educational reform. Of great im p onance hi z^ 
spect was the founding of the monOily Al-HOal by 
Jmji ZaydazL A self-taught higtori^ n^ Zs^daa 
brou^ to journalism advanced teclmiques and a 
consisteotiy strong presentation of contenqioraiy 
educa tional a nd social pnfole^. His aim was to 
sedc a r^ipiDchement between Muslim Arabs in toe 
common cause of Arab reform. 

^ the other side appealed a numher of 
and m ^aanes vdiidi represented die conservative 
Mifilim point of view. Resolutely anti-British, tow 
endeavoured to ^leak for toe Egyptian pemle. Mbft 
prommeiii amrag tiiese was Al-Mu'ayyid CTbe Mr 

1^2 .^, 5 : ^ 

1590 mi. 1900, until toe ^^searanoe of Mustafa Kam- 
cl 5 AJ-fJj^ CThe Standa^, Al-Mu 'avyid was toe 
znam pl^oim for oanoualist writers. It'not oi^ 

p(^ tite Sy^ emigres’ papas, ft also oira 

refon^ of Islam as preached by Mohamed 
Abduh 10 the Official New^taper, 

n Tawfiq, and 

laterfrom Abbas. His paper provided a forum for 
toe (zaining of ^y Muslim Egyptian Joamalists. It 

also encouraged flte appearance of more papere re^ 
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From a government propaganda machine to the 
party publications of the twentieth century, Fay- 
za Hassan traces the lives and times of Egypt’s 
newsmakers — and the news that made them 



resendng Islamic interests, among them Al-Ugtadh, 
founded and edited by Abdallah Al-Nadim, who 
bad turned into a refonnist educational writer. 

By the end of the century, Homani describes 
press as “not only a poblic maker in die po- 

litical sense but a scbwl for die evolotioo of ^ 
modem Arabic language... It soon took a leading 
part in the social and political devdopments whidi 
cbaracierise modem Egypt'* 

It was the best available weapon to conduct 
the betiles ahead, against an enenty who permitted its 
use and at the gawie rimg vvas affected by it .Khedive 
Abbas, in bis deshe to get rid of die Bntidi, opesily 
prygg nppogtion TO tfie occupation, mak- 
ing financial contribimoDS to Ah YoussePs anh- 
R riridi daify Al~Mu and to Mustafe Kamel and 

bis nationalist associates. The latter was founder and 
leader of the Nationalist Party and, from 1900 tti 
1907, the pifobriier and e di tor of AlrUwa, die na- 
tionalist da^ vrindi *7iis Mticnbir brand 

of mn ted seculsr-lslamic nationalism. 

Kamel considered even the use of force justified 
in ending the Brit^ occmation. The Dinshway nw 
cideot encouraged both 9ieikli Youssef ai^ Mu^ 
tafe Kamel to stqi tm .their campaign against the 
British presence. Dtmng period, and eqiecially 
1904 on, secondary sdiool smdents and those 
in iiwthiitinnB of hi^MT learimig (specially law 
school students) became increasingly involved in 
politics. They read AJ-Mit'ayyid a^ i4^-Ziws and 
congregated in caiSs to <tiae»as politics. Law stu- 
dents went on strike for the first time in 1906 and 
by 1919 students' demraimatiotts had become a 
regular jdienoinenon. 

The twentieth century 

[n die early 19008% three pcfidcal patties were 
formed. Hufo Al-Umma, considered the first modem 
Egyptian party, was cst^Eshed hi MarcfaMptil 
1907: the- mo ff r n i «i ii i ient ngmher was Ahmed liafi 
Al-Sayyid, ntwiwging eifitor of its newspqier, ^ 

Carida, from hs in 1907 until di^ 

appearance eady in 1915..i4/*CSa7ji^w8saniugorfoi^ 
irm for discusaons of secular views, h aimed at 
forming an enlightened poblic c^rinkai and c^ 
sidcrcd tiiis the taric of a pofitical elite. Tte Uixbib 
P arty line was rgection m violent re volutio n in ia- 
vour of re tfanns bi^ ca. individua] hzqnovemeDt 
Cmncr ca^ its membeis the “Ghondhis of ^ypt" . 

The existence of the Umma Parly forced Mustafe 
Kamel to organise his own paz^, AJ^HiA Al- 
Watoni (the National Party) wmch came mio being 
in Alexandria on 22 October 1907. After tiie sud- 
den death of Mustafe Kamel there were no party 
leaders lo take over, the choice of Aaiz Al-Gawish 
for die editorship trf Al-Uva was harm^ to the 
party when be beesme associated -with mter- 
communal strife. , , 

Alt Yonssef launched his own party, H i zD AJ- 
Islah Al-Dusturi (the Constiftdiooai Rerom Party); 


basically a one-man-show, it Higinw ^fa tM 
with Steikh Youssef s retnement in 1913. 

Describing the period fiem 1905 to 
1906, Salama Moussa wrote: “[Tbae 
were three newspapers with] good circula- 
tion, Al-UwOt wfaidi exhorted the people 
to demand the evacuation of the BiUsh 
and wfaidi was read by all the yonng men; 
AlrMu'ayjAd. which siqipofted the Une- 
dive and was read by the sdons of the 
Tuiiidi femiKes and the conservatives 
among the Egyptran^ and AlrMuq^tam; 
wfaidi was pro-British and read by the of- 
fidals.** 


Cultural debate 

The promotion of new ideas fimn the 
West were basicafly disseminated by a 
press dominated by Swian Chnstians op- 
posing the Islamic scautkm as advocated 
by All Yonssef. Among tiiose who wrote 
for Al^MuqtaUif (*1Exceipts^, a scientific 
magazine pobUsfaed in Caiio and Beirut 
by >fimr au &ciou0 were lin^nists intei^ 
ested in smslifying the AialM i«ngiwgp 
(Amm Madouf and Abdel-Aziz Al- 
Bishi^ trenslatois novdists like Fa- 
rah Amoun and scientists like Sfaibli Al- 
Sbumayyil, who was also a socialist inter- 
ested in promo tin g scieoce in the life of 
tha Umma. 

Joiji Zaydan was more attrected to his- 
tocy, geogBttfliy, literetuie and ethics. The 
pe&i£cal AI-MIalf cdiidi he had feunded 
in 1892, was laiyly devoted to there sob- 
jects. D« A1-H& emaged as one of the 
largest pihlishtng bou^ in the Arab 
w^d. It produced a wedcly, Al-Ithiu^ 
wal-Diada (“Monday and the WoricT), the 
French pictoEia] weddy Images and &- 

mou8 AlriAtsawwarj its Anbic comiter- 
part Whereas aD otte periodicals started 
in the 19th centnry, mdadiogAl-JiAt^aUtf, 
have fflsa p peared, AI-HUal & survi^ as 
a metfamn for tixs popular presenlaticHi 
topics wife homan mtearesL 

Ahmed Lntfi Al-Si^yid was more pre- 
occtqried wife the develomnent of morann 
tiMm^ in Egypt He md ids most im- 
portant work retevant to fee deveiojKoent 
of secular liberal ideas vfeile be was ed- 
itor of AldSaridd. EBs ideas, however, 
felled to take root; odiergioiqis emerged 
to lead the stiug^ fijr power in the - 
mfwmmenf -R yt tiMiqi fffwtffnc f! 


1918-1939 

During the first Worid Wai^ martial law 
and censoislup curtailed newroqiers ac- 
tivities. AJ-Garida ceased publkntioii in 
1915; AlrLhva had already disappeared. 
Saad Zaghknil was dect^ to the As- 
sembly in 1913-14 and, although h could 
not be considered more than a “serious 
debate society” in the war years, he did 
much to establish fee bases for the pnbiic 
support mobilised in 1919. The views of 
(jareem Amin and the suppmt tfa^ re- 
ceived from the Crurtdo-Uimna group, 
wife which Zagblool was identified, 
linked him and the Wafd Party to the pm- 
tidpetion of women in fee anti-British 
dsDonstretions ferougfemt 1919 and later 
ID Huda Sfaa'rawi’s movemeiit 
The period between the two worid wars 
was fraught wife aghsko, wife fee Wafd 
Party tkmirwtlug the po&cal scene. In 
1930, Ismail Sidqi Pasha founded Al-Sfaaab Pa^, 
wife ia own newspqier. In 1936 the Constitution 
was restored and tte Anglo-^yp^ treaty well re- 
ceived. The Worid War was looming ahead, 

however, and w^ h the jaesses gromid to a hah 
once mare. In 1945, the Wafo, vrind had ridden to 
power on a wave of popular su pp o i t, stood db- 
c i e dite d. The old poHtital groups 1^ losx dieir con- 
trol over the Egyptian street ara a vacuum in lead- 
e^up conld be cleariy feh. 

1945-1952 

On 9 Jane 1945, censorsh^ lestiictiaos were lifted; 
on 4 October martial law was ahftlMhaH While rad- 
ical students' and wodcas’ conushtees organised 
Dolitica] action, writeis and e di tors grooped around 
TO new cultural associations, intellectual clubs and 
ptfelishing houses wfekh had mushroomed at tiie 
end of the war. 

Two reviews, AUFi^ Al-Gadid (“New Dawn”) 
and Al-Tali ‘a CVsngfOidT) were main poles of at- 
tiactiozL Radical activists phy^ a major role in the 
labour strikes and de m o n strations tiitt todc place 
b^een 1946 and 1952. MearrafeOe fee leftist ele- 
ments in the Wafd Party took up the cause of the 
urban proletariat via the p^es of Al-Misri^ owned 
by tiiebrotfaeis Abul-Fat*lL 

Anofeer Wafd leftist, Mohamed Manfemr, feond- 
ed and edited the monthly journal Al-Baadt 
(“RenaissaDce*^ vrindi became a platform for in- 
teDectuals advocating the Gmitation of land own- 
ership and the intervention of the state in bringing 
aboot radical ecoocmuc and socU change. The 
MiiBimi Brothefeoo(r8 newspaper was widely read, 
as were its monllilies AlSmhab (“Shooting Star*T 
and Al-Talib Ai-hOsri (“Egyptian Students’^. 

Agitation had reached a paroxysm but was again 
biou^ to a hah by tiie hostilities in Palestine. 
When martial law was lifted in May 1950 after the 
mulatenl abrogation of the 1936 Treaty, the radical 
press Mttad <^>enly for a revolution. When Ali 
Maher set up bLs stroi^ gov ernm ent wife the bless- 
ings' of a Wafd'terrified "by tte violence it had wh- 
ttCBsed, the stage was set for Jnly 1952. 
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The power 
of words 

Fayza Hassan speaks with Khalil 
Sabat, veteran professor of journalism 
at Cairo University, about the power, 
politics and growing pains of the press 


Egypt has a history of pabtisbing newspapers in foreign languages. 
What is the diffeiimee between these publications and AMkram 
WeMy or AMkram Hebdo? 

Egypt's foreign press until 1 952 was there basically to protect the interests 
of froigoers residing in Egypt. Al-Ahram's publications are different in so 
fer as they are Egyptian publications in a foreign language presenting an 
Egyptian point ofview to fee foreign reader and inviting him to know our 
country and our people better. The IVeelcfy and fee Hebdo do not address 
the interests of a particular community or groiqi. 

Egyptian Joumailsm is often dated back to the time of the French ex- 
pedition; fe there any trntfa in that? 

The French expedition was not only a milit^ one. It was also sci- 
entific. They brought their printing press to print their own journals, Le 
Courier de VEgypte and La Decade Egyptienne. The first appeared eve- 
ry five days, sometimes less regnlarly, but its basic aim was to keep fee 
membera of the expedition informed of what was going on in terms of 
their activities and also to disseminate the news coming from France. 
The second publication was for tbeir own use, a sort of scientific journal 
in which the savants recorded their studies. It was not for public use. 
There was nothing in all this that could have been of any use to Egypt. 

They took didr printing press with them when they left 
They did, and tbty took the printing plates with it I saw it in 1950 when I 
went to France. They even took the same priming press to Algeria in 1830 
and brought it back wife them when they left. 

Why go to all that tronble? 

They came with important scientists like Monges. They expected their ex- 
peditioo to be inofitable on several levels. It is a mistake to believe that 
there was anything in it fiv Egypt They had to leave but took wife 
them studies that were not only useful to them but to many of those who 
followed them. 

Now Abdallah Menou, who converted to marry a giri, Khadiga, from 
Rashid and wanted to stay in Egypt, ordered on 26 November 1800 that a 
paper in Arabic, ALTanbih, be published. But fee expedition was airredy 
m trouble and this ptqier was never published. 

What abont the press nnder Mohamed Ali? 

Mohamed Ali wanted to modernise EgypL He created several printing 
presses. The one in Bulaq [the Al-Ahram buildings are an extension of this 
press’s origiiial site] is fee one feat is remembered, but there were several 
others at TO OtadeC and also in Alexandria at Ras El-TiiL 
The Bulaq printing press became functional in 1819 and in 1829 it print- 
ed Al-Waqa Y Al-Misrfya for fee first time, in bofe Arabic and Turkisb. 

Did Abbas enconrage Jonmalism? 

No, and neither did Said. Said gave the Bulaq printing works to a friend as 
a i»eseni and let him publish the Waqa'i. One has to wait for IsmaiJ to see 
any progress in this domain. 

IsmaiJ h^ been maligued but be did a great deal to modernise Egypt It 
is under his ruJe that we see the first privately owned newspiqrer ^ipear, 
{Wadi Al-Hil in 1867), together wife two other papers; but, more im- 
pOTtantly, Ismail brou^t teck the printiiig press and hired foreigners to 
run it 

As.ajnaner of fact, Lsmafl encouraged journalists so much that they did 
not fear him. Ya'qoub Samuu' actually made fim of him in Abu Nadhara. 
Saiutou’ was ptud by Prince Halim [one of Mohamed All’s son's], who 
thought that and not Ismail, should have been kbedive. 

SannoB* is often portrayed as a sort of popular hero. 

He has been made much of by certain lefti^ because be was against the 
Idiedrve, but m reality 1 do not think he was a man of principle. Tbe more 1 
read ^ut him the more convinced 1 become that he was not a patrioL 
When he was in France he published a paper, L Vnivers, in which he de- 
fended fee Ottoman Sultan. He was always working for someone. He 
shouldbecieditedforhis theatrical work, but as a journalist 1 still maintaiTi 
that be lacked integrity. 

Ismail was deposed in 1879. Did that change anything for the press? 

The private press thrived, especially after 1882. Apart from Al-Ahram 
there were many newspapers published by Syrians like Al-Muqaoam 



owned by Sarrouf, Nimr and Makkarius. This was a pro-British paper. 
They adinired tbe British and wanted to learn from them, especially sci- 
ence and democracy. 

Many Syrians ifaoi^t along those lines and were blamed for it. There 
was a current at tbe time feat asserted itself against fee occupation. Tbe Ta- 
qla brothers on the ocher hand, although Syrians, were considered to be 
real patriots because Al-Ahram always stood against tbe British. 

What about French influence? 

Tbe Taqia brothers may have had a tendency to lean more in that direction, 
but then the French were not occupying Egypt. 

Why were there so many Syrians in journalism? 

After the opening of tbe Suez Canal, most countries started importing silk 
from China, which mined the Syn>Lebanese silk trade. Many went bank- 
rupt That, and the fact ttmr Egypt was more or less free form the tyraimy 
of the Ottoman sultan... The S 3 Tians emigrated to Egypt en masse and em- 
ployed themselves in journalism, printing, whatever job they found... They 
chose Alexandria, whjcb was very cosmopolitan, to establisb their papers 
and were generally very successful. 

What was tbrir influence on nationalist sentiments? 

There is no such thing as fee influence of an individual or a paper on na- 
tionalist sentiments. Tbe feelings are there or they are noL You don't 
prompt them. 

How about the inflaence of Jamal AJ-Din AI-Afjghani and AbdaDah 
Al-Nadim? 

They talked to people, but fee people’s feelings were already there. They 
may have belp^ some intenectuals cxystallise their thought, but why must 
we always thmic that some outsider has come to help us think or do what is 
natural? 

Urabi was an Egyptian, a faUah. Tbe army did not want to promote him 
because only Turks and Circassians were promoted. It was natural thai be 
rd»el and natural that the people stand by him. 

Didn't the press escalate tiie conflict? 

The press was quite free, alfeoi^ fee Press Law of 1881 made provisions 
for stiff penalties. Its attacks were directed against fee kbedive but one 
must re m ember that fee jxipulatioo was in great part illiterate so fee press 
could not really reach fee on fee street Word of mouth was much 
more effective. 

During the British occupation the Press Law was never amended, 
though tiie papers continnonsly attaeked the Britisb 
The British closed several papers but they basically believed in fee press as 
a means for tbe people to lei off Only when maitiai law was im- 
posed during fee wars was censorship of fee papers applied. 

At what point in time did the press play its greatest role in Egypt? 
Between fee two worid wars. The press tbrrv^ then. There were publica- 
tions like Al-Hilal, Al-Kashhil, Rose Al-Youssef, Al-Sabah... Al-Hiial im- 
ported fee first rotography printing press and in 1924 they produced Al- 
Musawwar. Its pictures were a novelty for Eg>'pi and its ethics an example 
foraJI. 

In 1946 Mustafo and Ali Amin were fee edilors-in-cbief of Ma- 
gailat Al-lthna^m (’'Monday Magazine**), one of Al-Hilal's publica- 
tions. They attack^ Mustafa Al-Nahbas on fee pages of feis paper. 
Emile and Sbukri Zaidan were in Beirut when fee issue hit fee streets. 
They returned at ooce. They asked for explanations. None of AJ- 
Hjlal's publications had ever aggressed, in words or pictures, a public 
official or anyone else. In fee row feat ensued Mustafa and Ali Amin 
left and opened their own publication. Akher Sa 'a (“Stop Press”), fee 
only Egyptian political weekly produced in fee form of a daily news- 
paper. 

What is the difference between jonmalism today and the way it used 
to be? 

Until 24 May 1960. when fee Egyptian press was nationalised, papers 
were known tty their owners or cdilors-in-chief. Many were fomily ^airs. 
and disappeared if there was no heir to cany on. They were as grem as fee 
men or women who ran them. Now fee press is run more like an industry 
and journalists imfortimately often believe that the>' are bureaucrats. 



Amm Rfftd has bis stand in Abdel-K3ialeq Tharwat Street beneatii Sabat's windows. Amm Rilai and Madbooli were both profiled in tiie Weekly 


Word on the street 


'*.iHRAM. Akhbar, Gomhourfya,.,’' Tbe hoarse voices ring out every day at 
the intersections, writes Samfr Sobhi, on street comers, at traffic bgbts, as 
fee newspaper vendors work fee lines of cars. A hand is extended and the 
driver raps out his choice over the din of a million motors fewing. boms 
blaring, pedestrians dodging minibus drivers swerving around big red 
buses... On tbe pavements, newspapers and inagawrn^ are weigtoed down 
with small rocks against fee wmd. The pages fl^ sharply, cracking in fee 
breeze. A smal l boy makes change and briskly bands out papers, 
advertisnig loudly all the while. 

Early in fee the newspaper vendor makes the rounds, cycling 

tbrcRigb fee suburbs, accompanied only by fee feud of fee rolled-up 
newspaper as it smacks onto subscribe' balconies. 


New^iapcr boys have been around ever since newsprint hh fee str e et s . 
Tbe profession was organised in 1964, when President Gamal 
Abdel-Nasser decreed that an insurance and lelirement Aind of LE5000 be 
set up for the vendors at fee Ministry of Culture and National Guidance. 

^^c's oldest newspaper seller. Mukhtar Mohamed. died in Mahalla 
El-Kobra in 1 990; the countty’s most successful. Madbouli, has become a 
well-known publisher and di^butor, but the papers arc still laid out on the 
pg\'emeni in front of his assiduously frequent^ and well-rqipofeted 
establishment on Talaai Harb Square. Amm Rifu. who »ld aewqapcrs in 
fixmt of Club Mohamed Ali in tbe *40s, stfll cycira to Al-Abiam every day, a 
Stack of ptqicTS and magazmes tucked under 1^ arm. ready to $pr^ fee 
word. 
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Windows on Egypt 


Is Al-Ahram IVeeWy providing its readers with 
what they want? Dina Ezzat tries to find out 


Al-Ahnm WeeUy is getting older, but is it getting 
any wiser? To help mark our 300A issue, we 
interviewed a small cross- secdoa of {be Weekly's 
regular readers (2S): foreigners liWng in Egypt, 
including fordgn dplomats; Middle East 
correqyondents both inside and outside the country; 
Egyptian e?tperts; and diplomats stadoned in 
Egyptian embassies overseas. 

AU in all, the feedback was pmitive. The general 
view was ttet the paper is offering its readers many 
windows onto Egj^an poIidcaL economic and 
social life, but that it needs to provide wider 
coverage of die region and the Third Worid, 
always, of course, from "an Egyptian perspecdve". 

The domestic 
political scene 

**WeU-covere<r and "accuiaie" seemed to be the 
bywords for the Weekly’s coverage of the political 
scene in Egypt 

"It is very impottant for me to read the Weekly to 
get to know what is happening in Egypt; wherever I 
go in the region I try to find it,” said Antonio 
Ferrari, senior Middle East correspondent of the 
leading Italian newspaper Corriere Delia Sera. 

"I sub^be to it because it is a good source of 
information on the political map in Egypt,** 
commented Evangelos Antonaros, the Middle East 
corre s pondent of the well known German 
newspsfier Die Weit. “Ti doesn’t just tell you the 
news, it also provides good analysis," be added. 
Both correqrandents. along with some other 
readers, cit^ coverage of the Islamist movement, 
its clash with the government and its impact on 
national trends as examples of Weddy repenting 
and feature writing at its best. 

"There was also the coverage of the general 
parliamentary elections, including the lead-up 
stories, which offered a good dissection of Egypt's 
political map," added Hoda Abdel-Nasser, 
professor of political science at Cairo UniversiQ'. 

For English-speaking foreigners living in Egypt 
— regardless of their nationality the Weekly 
seems to be a major source of i^ormation on the 
domestic scene. While the vast majority of tfiose 
interviewed have access to other ftneign and local 
publicuions in English, many of them like to turn 
to the Weekly for more in-depth and informed 
coverage. 

Opinion was spirt, however, on the extent of the 
WeeiUy’s covers^ of controveisial issues, with 
some expressing concern chat die Weekly tended to 
steer clear of ‘thlTicuIt' issues. “WUIe the paper is 
pretty good on the whole... 1 am afraid that my 
assessment of the coverage of the tiiomy issues thtf 
one bears about would be 'fair* rather than 'good'; 
it is not juicy eoou^," said Jane Amin, a long-time 
British resident in Cairo. 

Others disagreed. "1 always find a good debate on 
controversial issues. For example, your coverage of 
(be Abu Zeid case was good and represented 
both points of views," said ^idel-Nasser. < 
commented Elizabeth Taylm*. programme officer 
for poverty issues at the Middle ^st and North 
Africa Fotd Foundation ofiTice, “The issue of 
human rights... is well covered." 

Some readers criticised the WeeUy for what one 
of them termed, "its occasional tendency to tow the 
official line." Still, one of the first things noted by 
most of those internewed was what they perceived 
as the Weekly’s "exceptional candour** in covering 
"sensitive" domestic political issues — "more than 
any ocher national pubUo^oa. whether in Arabic or 
foreign languages," several readen said. Most 
readers wanted wider and more extensive coverage 
of the local political scene, however. 


The economy 

More stones and more human interest perspectives 
are needed on the Weekly’s economy page, 
according to our poll. 

However, readm were generally impresaed with 
the coverage of Egypt's ecoocHnic r^onn 
program^ "Here in the US it is ihe source of 
information on Egj^s economic lefonn 
programme for the concerned members of die US 
business cousnunity... I often use it as an official 
text," said Basina Hafez, press actachd at the 
Egyptian Embassy in Was^gton. 

The interviewed sample seemed keen on more 
coverage of the economy. "The page oSera a good 
per^iective, but more debate on ecorKHuic issues 
would be good," said Elizabedi Kh^a. country 
(fiiector of die Amideast oG^ in Cairo. Like other 
readers we spoke to, Khalifa believes that a more 
detailed focus on small and middle business 
enrerprises is needed. 

"It would be interesting to deal more with the 
human aspects. Somehow I feel that the economy 
stories are a Int dehumanised." commented 
Antonaros. "We bear a lot about how the economic 
refonn prograiume in Egypt is being impleniented, 
but let us alro bear about how it is afTecting the 
people in their day to day life. Lee us ha vc the 
perspective of the people." 

Some readers, on the other hand, are keen on 
more hard-core economic writing. *it is very nice 
to have the features, but it is also interesting to 
have the analysis of specialised economists," said 
Amin. And, with trar^g on the stock market taking 
off, some readers said they wanted to see a better 
presented stock market report 

The WeeUy, many readm said, needs to 
contribute to the assessment of tte reform 
programme by dedteadog more space to both die 
stones of success, and fwuie, unto the current 
reform measures. 


Middle East 

Ihe re^on pages should be expanded and 
diversified, and the stories sbt^ have more 
colour, according to most of the readers we 
interviewed who take an interest in regional 
politics. 

"ft is tree that the Weekly is primarily a national 
newspaper, but it emdd emt^y enlarge its 
covera^ of the Middle East in a way &at does not 
overshadow the paper’s dedication to the local 
scene," suggested Abdel-Nasser. 

"We know about what is ba]^Ding in Palestine, 
but we also need to know more about what b 
happeoiog in Iraq and the Maghreb couacries," said 
Taylor. 

Dedicated readers of the Region pages said that 
th^ were looking forward to a more 
comprehensive, less fra^nted, cover^ of the 
region. Fm example, while they Find it i^onnative 
to have stories about the Islamist movement in tins 
or that country, they would aiw like to see a story 
dealing with Ac Islamist movement in the region 
with a more hoUstic approach to give "a more 
complete ptcoins of tte region". 


Coverage of the Middle East peace process, many 
say, b interesting bid stiU incomplete. "The 
Grdiam Usher articles, forexan^Ie, are 
interesting," said Geid El-Naggar, a long time 
Norwegian readmit in Cairo. Bta, suggoted 
Antonaros, "niaybe tfiere could be more articles 
about tfie impact of thb political process on the 
lives of p^le on the ground.** 

According te one Cano-based Weaero foreign 
corr^sondrat, the coverage of the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict b "overiy politicaT. He finds the news 
stories are “from headlines to text attacking Israel". 
He added: *T think readers in thb legioa it^d be 
better served by more ind^ndeiic ^ oltiective 
news writing". 

But thb was not the general imptession ammig 
our polled readers. "I think that the coverage of the 
East peace process b quite balanced," said 
Anfoea Jube^ chai^ d’affaires itt the South 
African Embassy in Cairo. 

Moreover, it is cofnespoodenis' in-dqxfa feaRties 
rather than the news stories that seemed to attract 
the read^. Those we spoke to said that while they 
could get the day to day news from the television 
and radio, it b in the area of features writing that a 
weekly newspaper can come into its own. 


South-North 

Most of the readers we spoke to said they did not 
buy (be Weekly for the (nternatiooal pages, because 
there are other international papera with more 
access to the news and events in difierent parts of 
the world. However, they were more interested in 
reading about tbe *lW] World and die emerging 
Asian stales. 

According to Jubeit, the Weekly has become 
"more internationally oriented arid has widened its 
spectrum of worid news coverage" duiii^ tbe last 
three years. Bui, there was. she added, stul room 
for "iQore on South-North relations in terms of both 
news and analysb". 

Thb view was reiterated by P. Kumaran. tbe 
press officer at the Indian Embassy in Cairo. 

Abdel-Nasser er^haased tbe irrrpotpuice of 
fuainiog an Egyptian perspective, "It b not enough 
to just write about tbe countries of tbe South. We 
need to read about them from the |»uit of view of 
tiieir relationship to Egypt," she said. "It b always 
interesting to reu about Latin America, but what b 
more interesting b to te^ about tbe relations 
boween Latin America and odier countries in our 
region." 

Those who read the Inmrnaiiona] and Soutii 
pages out of generaL rather Chan professit^, 
interest found that the storiea tended to verge on tbe 
academic and theoretied; they woirld prefer an 
a{^>raach that focused on grassn^ experience 
rather than the- theory of international relations. 
Some of these readers also bad apipblem with (he 
length of the articles. **1^ are a bit too wordy," 
smd Irene Bbhay, a British rerident in Egypt 


Opinion 

When it came to the opinion p^s. tbe readers 
seemed to be gteady r^uenced by the topic under 
discusrioiL AccorrUng to our poll, it seems that tbe 
articles related to Egypt’s politics and economy 
attracted the most readers, with articles on the 
Middle East conung seco^. 

While a more rfiverstfied range of contributions 
from commeniators across the political spectrum 
and from dififenmt schools of ^ugbt and countries 
was widely recommended, many seemed tnmnly 
interested in tbe cemtributions of sudi renowned 
writers as Mohamed Hassonein HeikaL Edward 
Said and Eric Rouleau, "Sometimes there are 
opinion articles that are merely an expression of 
tfadr writer’s views, and are not well argued," said 

Amin 

The room for a "riefaer** digest of tbe Arabic press 
was clearly signaOed by those taking part in the 
poiL Providing ooo-Ai^ic readeis with a 
coraprebensive selection from the week's Arabic 
oewspspets should be one of the main casks to be 
undertaken in die future, they suggested. 

Social issues 

Al’Akram Weekly's attempt to give full and 
detailed coverage of social oreads in Egypt 
seemed to be one of its most appreciated efforts. 
"It is a very dynarmc coverage," conunented 
Khalifa. 

*Tt b really very interesting," said Fenari. Take 
for example the recently poblbbed story about fee 
problems of young pet^e ti^g to get married. 1 
thiidt thb b one of the best examples of bow to 
approach a sensitive social problem in an qrpnling 
journalistic feshion". 

"I think thb b one of tbe best covered areas in 
the newspaper.” said Taylor. 

While development and women’s issues seemed 
to grab the ^tendon of many readers, ofeer features 
deafrng wife fee many facets of ^'pcand fee life 
of its people, including ardiaeologiw stories, 
features on Old Cairo and tbe Pot Peuni column, 
also attracted praise. 

*nie space focus given to these issues was 

also commended. "A couple of weeks ago 
Al-Akram WeeUy had the disooveiy of Ihe royal 
quarters of Cleopatra as the lead story on hs front 
page; I don’t think there b any ofeer 
non-spedaUsed newspaper fe^ would have done 
that," said Mahmoud El-Maraghi, editor-in-chief of 
fee weekly paper AMrubi, published by fee 
Nasserist Parry. 

There was a feeUng among many of the readers 
we 'interviewed that the Weekly could give greater 
space to social issue stories to prevent tbe paper 
from being dry and too political. 

Culture and entertainment 

Many readers Found the Weekly’s i J-aingy useful 
and generally accurate. However, most of the 
polled sample expressed concern at the vepr limited 
space dedicated to eniertainmenL "It certainly 
could use a bit of jazzing up," commented one 
reader. 

And while many praised what were generally 
termed as "exeeQent" opera and theatre re>news. 
some expressed concern feat fee culture pages were 
not doing enough to reflect fee fufl spectrum of 
Egyptian culmr^ life. "I don't buy AlrAJtmm 
WeeUy just to read about opera and ballet," said 
one ^nadian woman. "I want to find more ifeout 
Egypdancuttiiie.” 

According to film director Yoossri Nasrallab, 
more space needs to be dedicated to providing 
readers wife a good digest of tte newly reload 
books and films, fee work of Egyptian artists who 
have not had media exposure, and specifically 
Egyptian cuftumJ oends. 
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- -a ‘ vipto^ . - for;', both shameful 
-cof|M^te moh^- which 


K ll Clm ton*s yii^my'bvg^^db 'pubficane a ten^iz^ extreinieiii. But ^ in aif veiylit- 

of paradoxes and c<Hitradictkms that are well worth es- ..... 

plofii^ Hie undgjying theme of die Democratie cam* 
paign was dial Clinton r^Neaented the fbture, vdiereas 

Dole — hmMlirsmnMl nnlh alnuw *f « -*-- ' •- 


Iradic^ified whh almost 25 yeais of seniority 
over the mcmnoent — rnnesaited the p»« or, as the 
slogan had h, a bridge to the past. 

'Ine myst^ of tire 1996 eMwp"g« was w^ Dole 
ran at alL A close friend of mine who is an iiiwiBn»i«i 
figure in Rqwiblican. Pai^ poBtics as well as a major 
dcmor to its coSers told me Dole came im to New 

Yorirlate 1^ year to meet with membos ctt dieeastr 
ecu Rqniblican establishment, y^tpazently he was told 
by everyone present fiiat he onght not to run, mainly 
because of Ins age, but alnn becanse agawMtf a pow- 
arfiiUy attractive and posonable and, of couise; yonng 
mcumbent he had no ehanft^ of whmiog. Dole per- 
sisted in ^ msistenoe r^ardless. He felt it was his last 
opportunity to run for president and he wanted to take 
advantage of h; his years of service had entitled him to 
that chance, he had the barfrmg of conservatives in the 
party, and he felt he could zuse die money. So he tan, 
and Ito loriTesQnndii^l^. 

Inteestin^, however,, not all eideriy 
lost: Stxom Thunniond, of South Carotina was re- 
elected to the Senste, as was the ancient leactionaiy 
Jekse Helms from NwCh Caroima. Both, but especially 
Hefans, ate eictreme ri^^-wingen of a vintage **««»• 
longs in the 19tfa century, Altfaongh Clintoo did not ac- 
tually get a popular minority (be won about 50 per cent 
of die direct vote) be £d get over 370 dectoral votes, 
about 40 per cent more tt«tn he needed to win the elec- 
tion. This majority assures imn of a »«*"«*■*<* fin his 
second tenn, even if he ntos t still with a Re- 
publican House of Rqnesentatives and Senate. 

Aboot 60 per cent oftbe voters said that even though 

they voted for Clinton diey did not feel he was either 
honest m trustwort h y. Dining die 1992 electxais he 
had to lace credible cbtsges that he was a pbilandeTBr 
vdio had used his position as govenuv of Aikaoisas to 
obtain womei^ hide them, *n«f generally diamiaa ihiww 
or gain their sfience once be was done with them. 
Were it not for Hillary Clhdon’s willingness then to 
aneai' with him — ImMing big TwmH — on TMtimml 
trievision to demcmstiaie her forgiveness and support, 
Clinton would have disqipeared, as had Gary Hart in 
the 1988 election becsro of 1^ affair with Donna 
Rice. 

In addition, the ertntimwng allegations against Bill 
andHillaiyovertheWfaitewatiercase(invriiichnanier- 
ous fioanc^ mqnoptieties were manifestiy shown; dto 
Senate Hnanoe Committee headed by Senator Al- 
phonse D' Amato, one of the slmdiest characters in die 
Congress, has mysteriously vow^; however, not to 
continue hearings after die riection even the 

^lecial prosecutor reanains), the string of disqipeaied 
documents, FBI files, disnissBls, phis, of course, the 
suicide two years ago of Vince Fcnter, Clinton’s law- 
yer and childhood siaid. in very nQrrierims cacnm- 
stances — aH tins has gteal^tarniriied bis rqjutation 

and iinHffrmin»l hw; crwriOwKly . . _ 

But d^ute xenoidiObK media attentioo to CtmtooTs 
wealthy Indcmuian (nsualfy referred to as “Arian”) 
sup p orters, his sheer-pereonal clmfxn and endmsiasm 
fiir people ^ in conurarison wife triiich Dole’s effints 
at charm and political TTi grafiatinn Airing fee campai gn 
always qipesred strained and artificial — carried him 
through triunQfeanily. Evexyfen^ about CDnton's 
presoice suggested victoiy and success, and be got 
both in fee cod. 

To liberals, however, Clinton's preskteDC^, p»- 
ticularly since 1995, is a deeply flawed, peihaps hr 
recovery damaged one. True, be cazried wife him 
the revived labour movement (whicfe pouted over S30 
ndllkm into a c ampaign atjoinu:^ its union members 
to vote in die fos^lai^ airi to vote for CIntton in the 
second) andbestiU seeuoed to stand for generally mo- 
gressive tinngs to voters who really did see in fee 


tie about Clznton himself as he has become suggests 
ai yfl i^ but stndid compromise and t^rportunistic 
shms hi position. 

His statns as a symbol of hope for the poor, a sig- 
nificant segment of fee Afiican American conmunity, 
and most of the tmder-30 pOTulation, is paitly due to 
the immen se unpopidarity ofNewt Gingnch, the most 
unloved figure in American politics to£y, and the ex- 
treiuism announced by his rigbt-wh^ revolution in 
1994 what fee Rgniblicans took over fee Congress. 
Otherwise, Clhitoo's affable and compelling fec&-h>- 
fece ehanw won over pec^Ie to whom, within the nar- 
row f-rwfrnea of the two-paity System, he represented 
fee best hope for fee next four years. 

Hts campaign itself; however, was far siqierior to 
feat of Dole who did not seem to have a central faeme 
or mesmge exc^ his unconvincing re i te r a ti ons about 
cutting taxes. Cunton confined hhnrelf to many aman 
initiatives — fin exanqile, to allow feniiliea a tax re- 
bate for college turtion — that seemed to place him fa- 
vourably in the odierwise bleak of Amri-- 

ican elMtoral politics. It was quite obvious feat he had 
given iqi die big id^ of reform or vision that had 
hrou^ him to "aAiMi prominence and victory in 
1992. His strategy was to give up completely on any 
libera] or progressive sochu ideas (suA as & reform 
of the healfe care system, ndiich h^ left about 40 mil- 
Uon Americans wifeout any kind of heahb insurance) 
and to try systematically to appeal to elements in die 
population tto were oonsideied to be within the Re> 
publican d oiri.«iiii» mostly fundamentalist Christians, 
sodalty conservative people who decried the ex- 
istence of *feig govonmenf*, and disafEecied middle- 
class voters who believed feri most of their problems 
were doe to welfare re^ients (most of wbtm are, of 
course, Afiicaii-Ainerican) and hi^ taxes. Cold- 
bloodedly, flifrtm i madft g point nf shifting riglituiHuk 
in order to appeal to them, thus traducing fee over- 
whelming maj«% of the people that brought him to 
the presi&ncy in fee first place. 

American politics today have become a morass of 
big money, big party machines, and fee con^on that 
cranes from the a rrog a nc e of power. Forei^ affairs 
pl^a very small part in it. so far as public discussion 
and driiate are eoDcemed. During fee campai^ the 
Middle East only came iqi once — since US policy to- 
wards Israel, fee peace process and fee Gulf are oon- 
sidesed to be above party, differences — and that was 
when Dole was milfey critical of Clinton because he 
didn't condemn Palestinian violence during fee tunnel 
crisisL. 

The odd thing is that Dole was always hisorically 
much better cm the Middle East than almost other 
mqra figure in the Senate. He was pubHcly critical of 
Israeli sellleiixicnt polity, he opposed feie move to 
transfer the US Embassy from Tel Ariv to Jecosalem, 
he floated die idea that aid to Israel should be cut, and 
in 1991 he stood wife George Bush on denying fee Is- 
raelis the SIO billion in loan guarantees demanded 
(and finally obtained) Iqr fee lilcnd government of Yit- 
ri»alc 5?haniTr _ FoT the past year and a half, however, he 
tried to become even more pro-Israeli than Clinton; 
one wondto, since he had no real chance of winning 
the Section anyway, why be did not in fact remain 
true to his principles and nm an honest campaigiL, but 
sudi are the bl andishm ents offered by the pres- 
idency’s immense power that cand i da t es will do any- 
tiling to win. And that is precisely what Clmton did, 
wife devastating results for the American political 
scene and, h must also be noted, for fee rest of the 
world wdiich depends so heavily on American power 
and ioSaence. 

Two factots seem central: the extraordmary fi- 
nancial resources that can be put into politicid in- 
fiueoce, canqiaignnig and buymg sflence or com- 
pliance, and two, the almost to^ abdication of the so- 
caU^ ind^endent m^a, which has simply become 



part of the power struc- 
ture and 1^ lost any 
semblance of true au- 
tonomy and per- 
fimnance. Certawiiy 
one of ttac main factors 
in Dole's defeat was his 
inabiliiy to match Clin- 
ton's ability to attract, 
and ^lend, hu^ 
amounts of money in^ 
went into hundreds of 
teievisioii advertise- 
ments, numerous organised rallies, and a vast trans- 
portation netwoik feat comprised not only fee pres- 
idential 747 but a private train, numerous buses and 
God knows how many secret service agents, fixers, 
volunteers, and tiie like. 

So cleverly run was Clinton’s canmaign (because so 
well funded, to the tune of almost $100 millirai) that 
be was able to outflank and outmanoeuvre Dole even 
before Dole was able to say anythmg. And for each al- 
b^^on a^UDSt Clinton’s fesdy deafeigs or 

suspect morals the Democratic campaign was ready 
with insiant re^xxises, milli ons of ^es, dozens of 
spot statements and advertisements. One of tte archi- 
tects of this e x trao r dinary machine was George Sic- 
phanopoulos, who has zesigi^ from Clinton's staff 
and is now reported to be assisting fee British Labour 
Parly in the iqxoming general elections. 

It is, therefore, per^tly obvious to everyone in this 
country that to win the presidency you have to amass 
an enonnoos amount of money have fee sheer 
willingness, bordering on craziness, to want to cover 
wife your physical presence the country more or less 
constantly, more or less eveiy day every year. Cam- 
pai^ refbim legislation enacted four years ago limits 
infevidual direct donations to a candidate to $1,000 
pra person and donations to political action com- 
mittees (that serve a candidate or a cause) to $5,000. 
The loopholes in these strictly enforced laws are that 
you can give any amount of money to a par^. and can 
contribute the price of television advisements to 
your heart’s content if the ads are not “directly" super- 
vised by the candidate. 

Ctintra is a genius at fund-raising, having in- 
gratiated himself wife every major individual fund- 
raiser and donor in the Demiatic Party plus, beise 
he has been willing to trim his programmes to take ac- 
count of corporate interests, a vety wide variety of cor- 
porations, lobbyists, ford^ governments and private 
commercial interests. Being a compulsive crowd- 
pleaser and handshaker — biographin of his early 
ye^ tell bow during Idnderganen and gr^e school 
Clinton spent most of his time making friends wife 
eveiy member of the school — Clmton is clearly at Us 
best when he is on public di^lay, gtying speeches, ap- 
pearing on televisioa, leading rallies, hosting large 
dinners, etc. 

I recall that last June at my daughter’s graduation 
from Princeton University whra Clinton was the com- 
mencen^ot qieaker, I was impressed wife his wit and 
chann. phis his quuck inteUigrace; somehow one felt 
tiiat de^te the crowd of 10.000 people fee president 
was addressing each one mdividii^y. He is, after alL 
a graduate of Georgetown University and Yale Law 
School, so in addition to being able to address work- 
ing-class people, and middle Americans from tbe 
south and midwest, he can draw on fee sophistication 
of an Ivy Leagw graduate and comfortably speak to 
tile American dites in their own idiom. 

But this land of versatili^ on so vast a scale resulfa 
in a coarsening and reductiveness in the issues that >s 
very depressing. Because he was defending his record, 
abetted by what appears to be an economic uptom, 
Clinton hw to make it seem that Americans never had 
it so good. And this, in turn, obscured his brazen com- 
promises on fee welfare, medical, education and racial 


Republicans win some, iose more 


Pditical analysts, strug^ing to imderstaad the star- 
tUi^ tumaroimd in FiSdenl Bill Clmtrai's fortunes 
after his Democratic Par^ was swqn cut of Congress 
in 1994, have pointed to a “gender gq>”. Women vot- 
ers, disgruntled at Rqmblican-led assaults on the xigjbt 
to abortions and at R^niblican^ oppositirai to hn- 
ynan services programmes, were more likely to vote 
fra Clhilaai fee Democrats titan for fee Ro- 
pifelicans in fee US presidential elections eadicr tins 
fflontiL 

After Qinton's victory, the New York TSmer and 
other major dailies said tiiat the Rqmblieans simply 
misiindeistood feeir mandate. Two yraus ago, pifelre 
jUeettci^iftn wife CUnton’s was evident 

after the rineddn^ of .Cliimxi's 'hea&-caie lefixm 
proposals, tile blockii^ of his attenqits to ^vest in 
people" with new government pre^remmes m lus first 
two years in office and after a badly tiwtg ht -oot at- 
tempt to lesbiqie nuhtaiy policies regatding boroi^ 
sexuals. 

Once in craitiol of Congress, the Repubficans ran 
away fiom the political cartre, rufestg to enact a 
“Contract with America" that iraxiy American found 
insensitive and mean-sphitBiL It attacJred provisknis to 
aid tbe weakest, most.dqiendeBt of uiiizens, tiie chil- 
dren. Rhetraic about bow social welfare progi amines 
initiative and acted as a drag on tiie econ- 
omy didn't bdp. Thus Clinton was able to labd tbe 
Republkans “extremists", and to make that a mcae 
label than the "Uberar Idiel Bob Dote and 

the Republicans tried to hang on him. . 

That's a good answer, and it works wril for many in 
die US. But a look at the current population s tati^cs , 
and at the trenfe projected into fee neia eentniy, 
shows that the ReptfeEcans’ words on race came back 
» haunt them. 

Afiican Americans cast 83 per cent of their votes for 

Bill Clinton and Al but only 12 ^ oent fiir 
Dote and his tunning mate. Jack Konp. L^inos cast 
72 per cent of their votes for Clinion-Gore and only 
~I pereentfraDote-Kemp. ' 

Want to know what hqipened? Blame tire Re- 
publieans' own rece-tmged attacks rai a fi Brni at iv e ao- 

^ — “racial preferences" is tiie term they used to 

pass a sweqiu^ revocation of civil-Dgbts protec^ 
in ffliifigma — and on their ugly a ttac k s on nn- 
migrants. Ask any American about “ilte^ afiens , 
and the picture of an illicit Mexican boPder"OrossBr 
sneaks inlo view. . . . . ^ ... 

PropositioD lg7, another California mmativewn^ 

uj deny education and health benefits to chfidren of u- 
legai immietants, shook Hiqianic cranmuniues across 
feT^try. Mexican Americans, who live mpsfly m 
Califrania and otiier parts of the southwest, bad be- 
liei^ the Repifelieans ofioed them a better deal fean 
fee Democtals. But no more. , « . 

What is haiqKamg is a d ramat i c result offee Iro 
Presideni Richard Nixon's “soufecto strategy" for 



United States President IBiD Clinton (left) gives fee feumbs np to a lai^ crowd of Australian admirers upon his 
arrival to Sydney, 19 November, beginntog a five-day visit to fee conttoent-natioo down under. Clinton was 
accompanied by fee governopgeneral of AnstraOa, Sir wnBam Deane (phoiaAP) 


mining tbe racial divide and winning the White 
House: play to the racial sensibilities of a south stiU 
angry over federal xnterveation on civil rights and to 
die wi&quead eats of ufehes across tbe country tiiat 
ladal mtegration will mean a govemment-diivea 
black takeover of jobs, bousing and political clout 
fiom. whites who had woriced hard to eani those 
tiling Fl^ to the west's anger over federal control of 
vast bald tracts, over stringent env ir onmental regu- 
lation putting teakes on rapacious dev’eiopment of the 
remmmng wwleriiess areas and ovn* tbe huw_ Hiq»n- 
ic influx. Simple demographics mean that vfeites, who 
outnumber aU other racial groups, will continue to 
elect Ri^ublicans. 

Atnif we have just delivered the south to the Ri^ 
pifeUeao Party for a long time," Democrat Presideni 
Lyndrai Johnson said when be signed tbe Civil Rights 
Act of 19M. Look at the m^ of the 1996 election re- 
sults. f^inrnn woo tiu BOutbcni Stales of Florida, Loui- 
siaiia, Adcansas, Tennessee, Kcumdry. West Viigima, 
Maiylaod and Delawaie. Dole won most offee sotid 

south: Vir^oia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, 
Mississippi and Alabama, as well as Texas and Okla- 


homa, southwestern states which have many of the 
soudi's characteristics. 

But the lacia] divide bodes fll for Republicans in the 
future because of tbe same simple demographics. 
B^k Americans are already more than 31 i^lioD 
strong and their birth rate continues to outperfomi the 
imrimial average. Latinos are more than 22 million 
strong and their combioed rates of imnugradon and 
birth are what the Republicans are worried about 
Asians, America's fast^-growing minority, have ex- 
ceeded six million, and tbeir newly awakened con- 
sciousness of tiie benefits of affinnaiive action and 
otte civil-ri^ts protection means they are as tfareat- 
ened as other immigrants over Prtqiosition 1S7. Arab 
Americans reached the three million mark before tbe 
1990 and Aren' population is growing as well, 

thanks io US immigration law’s strong policy of fami- 
ly support 

KeqRDg count? That’s more than 62 million Amer- 
icans who call themselves people of colour. De- 
mographers say whites will be a minority sometime 
after fee first fend of the 21st century. So a Re- 
publican Party pushing an us-versus-feem agenda is 


that beset the country. True, fee Dote 
campaign tried to keqi drawing attendoo to 
Clinton's questionabie finmeiai back- 
ground, his philandering, his spotty inter- 
national rreord, but it was difQcult to keep 
fee country’s attention on these matters for 
very long. In this dei^iction the mefea 
played an important role, not fra what it 
did, but for what it did not do. AU of the 
major television and newspqrer outlets in 
the US are now owned by 23 corporations, 
most of them not only enoimous but ex- 
tremely shadowy: interiocking dir e ct orates, 
hidden ^reemenfa between corporations, fee use of 
various font or ofisbore disguises have made any at- 
tempt to penetrate or expose this powerful structure al- 
most iuqiossible. 

Take the television networks as a small example of 
what I meaa Famous reporters are members of the 
same clubs, eat at tbe same restaurants, make as "inph 
(and usually more) money as die politicians, corpora- 
tion executives, govemmeot ofBaak they are sup- 
posed to be covering or writing about- Belonging to fee 
same world of power and influence, thi^ are not about 
to ^>set their friends and patrons wife unpleasant rev- 
elations or critical questions. Since General Electric 
owns NBC it is inqirobable that a news story im- 
plicating fee giant corporation in price fixing or over- 
seas com^tion would be aired on the network. 

Thus critics of tbe system or of American power like 
Noam Chomsky are deliberately relegated to the mar- 
gins, outside feie official mainstream of American di^ 
course on America. Lesser journalists vriu are not 
quite stars on the scale of Peter Jennings or Dan Rather 
learn how to be careful in what they say; self- 
censorship thus guarantees a tired uaiframity of opin- 
ion. This has especially maddenhig concerning 
tbe Middle East peace process, in iriiicfa evidence 
about the process’s unwoikability, tbe 

abuses of Israeli power has done nothing to chan^ 
public imagies of fee process, which is a semi-official 
“good thing". 

Given th^ factors, phis fee mpareotly inveterate 
American preference fra always flaking to the mid- 
dle, prefemng tbe tried and true over tbe new and dif- 
ferent, it was a fbregione conclusion that even someone 
like Ross Perot, willing to spend $1 million of his own 
money, had very lirUe chance of even defoating Dole. 1 
and all of my family voted fbr Ralph Nader as a protost 
vote, but we were also very di^^inted at bow little 
effort be made to nm a serious election campaign, es- 
pecially when be vowed not to spend more than $5,000 
on his candidacy, a suicidal move if there ever was 
one. None of us cbuld bring ourselves to vote for Clin- 
lon, whose egregious panctering to the pro-Israeli vote 
has been nauseating. Nader is still an estimable, and 
even an admiiable figure; he ran as a Green Party can- 
didate but seemed maearingly remote as the campaign 
wore on, and then finally disappeared. It was di^ 
piriting feat tbe nombra of voles be got was not even 
mentiemed in the media until four days after fee elec- 
tion. So much for independ^ candidates. 

Yet one of fee most fascinati^ aspects of fee Clio- 
ton presidency has been Hillaiy's role in h, about 
which a great deal can be said. Suffice it for me to say 
here thal; H was clear fiom the chaises in her qipcar- 
ance (she has now been condemned to soft pa^l 
shades in dresses, and an almost totally inofieosive 
presence) and her greatly diminished visibility, that her 
husband’s various fixers and managers have decided 
that she is altogetber too remaricabte and assertive a 
personality to continue as she has been for most of fee 
past three and a half years. The new Hillary is a sub- 
ordinate, sugary creature who has been re-fashioned to 
suit the basic misogyny of this society. Foigoiten now 
are her roles as her husband’s toiler, more principled 
ofeer self. 1 doubt thal we wiD be seeing as much of her 
as wc once did 

Blacks, not women, tipped 
the vote in Clinton's favour, 
writes Gariand Thompson 


bound to be defeated in national elections. 
Former Kn Klux Klan leader David Duke 
found that out in Louisiana’s governor’s 
race, as did the Repi^cans opponent of 
Democratic Senator-elect Mary Landreau 
on 5 Noveofeer. 

Thar is because Republican rhetoric has 
divided tbe rest of fee country down the 
middle. Clinton won 49 per cent of the 
votes of white women, while Dole gar- 
nered 42 pra cent White men cast 48 per 
cent of their votes for Dole, versus 39 per 
cezn for Clinton. People of colour cast the 
swing votes. 

When the Rqniblieans’ southern strategy 
pits region against re^on, especially at- 
tacking fee {wpuious east, nfeere 40 per 
cent of aU Americans live, feey risk re- 
jection every time. Thus, when the Re- 
pifelicans, 1^ by Spraker of fee House 
Newt fiingrieh, unify tbe oortbean and tbe 
upper midwest — America’s industrial 
tiftarriimrfa — wife attacks on gov ernment 
programmes that benefit them, tbe stage is 
set Television watchers follovdog C^Ie 
News Network's election coverage could 
see it play across die country. Before tbe 
polls had closed in the west, even before 
Texas’ votes were counted, Clinton had 
won re-election. 

It win take some time before fee Demo- 
crats, by default the party of diversity, re- 
alise tii^ true advantage. They are so fo- 
cused on evading tbe tag of “blieiaT they 
have not grasped the new reality. It may 
take even longer before tbe Republicans, focused on 
bring die party of white fli^t, understand fee danger 
looming before diem. They wiU have to lose many 
more statewide races, for governor's offices, for «m- 
trol of state legislatures and 'for control of fee US Con- 
gress, in additioii to the big-city mayor’s races they 
have been losing smee 1 960s. 

PropositioD 187, which was passed in California and 
then held in abeyance by the courts, and its sibling 
proposals in fee Congress, will keep immigrant com- 
munities a^tated as long as Rqjublicans keep push- 
ing. Attacks on civil rights, even under code words 
like ‘frace pre ferences" or nos^gia for a “retum" to a 
“colourblind society," will do tbe same for blacks. 

Tbe question is bow long it will take the rest of 
.America to wake up to feose dramatically new facts of 



The writer, editor of US Black Enghwer me^azine. is 
fanner editor qfThe Crisis and Tlie Philadelphia Trib- 
une, the US's oldest Afrlcan^Amaiam magazine and 
newspaper. He has served as eoMimnsator for the 
Baltimore Sun and the Philadelphia Inquirer 


Dini 

for 

EUROFOR 



In an exclusive interview 
with Ai-Ahram Weekly, 
Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini spoke to 
Gamal Nkrumah and 
sought to give 
EUROFOR a good 
name 


Irish Foreign Minister Dick Spring 
stole tbe show at MENA III wife hig 
counsel to Israel to stick to the land- 
fbr-peace fonniila. But Italian For- 
eign Minister Lamberto Dini, peihaps 
suspecting that for countries like Itriy 
and Irela^ acquiring a high profile in 
mtemational diplomacy is a barely at- 
tainable grail, concentrated ingtaaH on 
more mode^ behind-the-scenes di- 
plomacy. Dini also had a go at allevi- 
ating fears in the soufeern Med- 
iterranean of tbe northerners' plans to 
secure fee stability of tbe tension- 
ridden area. 

Last Saturday, Italy together with 
France, Spain, and Portugal officially 
set iqi a multioational European 
force, called EUROFOR, wife h^- 
quaitm in fee central Jt^an city of 
Florence. Italian Defence Minister 
Bet^mino Andreatla said that EU- 
ROFOR will, if the need arises, have 
] 5,000 troops at its diqxisa]. 

EUROFOR raised consternation in 
several southern Medhenanean na- 
tions. Libyan leader Muammar Gad- 
dafi denounced EUROFOR as a “dec- 
laration of war against tbe Arab states 
south of the Meditenanean." EU- 
ROFOR was tantamount to a “terror- 
ist act and a threat to peace in the 
Metfiterraoean regjtm," Gaddafi said. 
Tunisian Defence Minister Habib 
Ben Yalua also fee force be- 

cause it was set up “without fee stales 
of fee south coast of the Med- 
itenanfsan being consulted." Ben Ya- 
lua added that EUROFOR was “in- 
compatible wife the traditioas of 
dialogue and talks which Tunisia is 
seeking to establish between tbe two 
sides of the Mefetemmean." 

How do you res|>oiid to these crit- 
icisms. I asked Dhii. “1 am ver)' glad 
that you raised this question because 
there is no dqiloymrat of any foro- 
cs," be replied He added t^ the 
concept of EUROFOR is designed to 
promote humanitarian, peaceke^tng 
and crisis-management operatrons. 
“A year ago, the countries on the 
norfeem shore of fee Medherraoean 
Sea thought that it would be a pos- 
itive development if they could coop- 
erate among theroselves in such nm- 
teis as responding quickly to crises 
and humanitar ian issucs in the Med- 
iterranean area. We do not intend to 
take any military action ^^inst any- 
one. We want to act together if the 
need arises and tbe oortbern Med- 
iterranean countries might be called 
upon by tbe Europetm Union to per- 
fonn certain duties in peace or hu- 
manitarian missions — not militaiy 
inlerventioD — in fee Medhenanean 
area or other neighbouring regions. 
These countries intend to wodc lo- 
gger and operate together in these 
kind of initiatives," Dini told the 
Weddy. 

“We are very, very sorry that thfa 
initiative was seen by some as some 
Ifinri of military wmehtiig thar is being 
created and is turned against tbe 
southern Mediterranean. We are sur- 
prised that some people are re- 
sponding now becaure die initiative 
was laughed over a year ago. And I 
believe that all fee countries of tbe 
sot^em Mediterranean bad been 
consulted on this matter," be said. 

Libya, a former Italian colony, is 
paiticulariy sensitive to what h sees 
as Western biiUying. “We are in a po- 
sItioQ to clai^ what tbe purpose is 
and what fee intentions arc," Dini as- 
serted “There shouldn't be any wor- 
ry. I can assure you neither Italy, nor 
any other of our partners in fee north- 
ern MedherTanean. has any mil- 
itaristic designs in fee r^on." 

He “I also deUveied a clear 

mesjffige to President Mubarak to 
clarify any lin geri n g doubts about our 
intentions and remove any fears." So 
will there be regular consultations 
wife fee souths Mediterranean 
countries? “Absolutely. Look, there is 
nothing new in terms of security and 
military action in fee Mediiecaiiean," 
Dini said. 

What is the Italian and European 
role in tbe Middle East peace p^ 
cess? “We do not take military in- 
itiatives. As you know we only taka' 
diplomatic initiatives," Dini said. 
“Europe, the 15 countries of the EU, 
are the main tradmg partners of the 
countries of the region and particular- 
ly Israel. Europe is also fee major do- 
nor to the Mestmians and otbra 
countries of tbe region whh the not- 
able exception of Israel. Therefore, 
the peace process needs the contribu- 
tion of Europe. Europe can play a 
bigger role through the ajqxiintment 
of a special r e p resen tative to the Mid- 
dle Of course, fee negotiations 
are bilateral — between Israei and the 
Palestinians — but E urop e an dip- 
totnatic action will facilitate fee bi- 
lateral talks between Isi^ and fee 
Arab nations," Dini said. “1 can tell 
you that the Europraa envoy has been 
well received by ootb the Palcstmian 
Nationai Authority and the Israelis." 
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1 Regionalism on the Likud agenda 


UN-professional 


Witfi tbe 1996 US elections now a ihing of die past, one would ex- 
pect rhar the Clinton adminlstratioD's bid to remove UN Secretary 
Genera] Boutros-Ghali woold have been abandoned. It was, after 
aD, one of the man y RquibHcan canqiugD platfnm punts that the 
Democrats usurped as their own to secure a victoiy. Not sa 
Tbe struggle with tbe Republicans is sdD on-goi^ with Clin- 
ton now straimng to put across a bipartisan agenda in otder to win 

siqqiort Crom the Republican-led Congress. To that end. be has 
found it more than aco^itable to target the integrity and ac- 
conqilishmenis of a man who is second only to Sweden's Dag 
Hammeralgoid in terms of gamering the approval of tbe IntCT- 
niirinnfli community while dus UN post Is this an in- 
dication of the Idod and quality of policy making that we can ex- 
pect from Clinton during his secoud term? 

ppffta pc. Or at least as long as Clinton needs to p l acate Con- 
gress. But for now, with the US, already S1.4 billion in arrears ui 
UN dues, Clinton must cover up tbe US's role in undeaniniug die 
effectiveness of ifae UN by atiemptiag to bold fu ransom tbe ftil- 
fi1 merit of its commitmeDts in exchon^ fu a sacrifice to appease 
the Republican purse-string masters. 

Never minri that the UN was founded wndi a mandate whicb 
placed it above tbe begemonic desires of any one mdon — par- 
ticularly one that is tbe UN* s triggest dditor. Never mind diat eve- 
ry member of the international community believes (hat Boutros- 
Ghali has more than lived up to, and executed with honour, tbe le- 
qiousibilities of his office. And never mind tbe fact that tbe UN's 
power is restricted by the level of support its member-states are 
w illing to provide — meaning that any failiire, such as in Somal- 
ia, Rwanda and former Yugoslavia, can be attiibuled to the key 
powers dmuselves. 

I In fact, it may be best to forget everydnng diat tbe UN stands 

! for, ^ven that tbe structure of tbe new post-Cold War era diat pie- 

! vails, at least in tbe eyes of Washington, is one where Mainnf at- 

' tacks on tbe dignity and integrity of the intemadonal community, 
and the organisation udoch seeks to uphold these values, are tie 
order of the day. 
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Not only Arabs are divided over regional economic integration. The subject is a divisive issue 
among Israelis as well, where Likud would rather integrate with Europe, writes Taha Abdel-Alim 


Israel's choice to become integrated in the Mid- 
dle Bart was one prompted by tbe initial soc* 
cess of tbe peai» process. However, whatever 
mai ginaf gains it gameied finm Aicfa a move 
have been aH-butrnegated by its obstruction of 
die peace process as a result of its tendmicy to 
view itself as an cx traonCnaiy st^ seeldi^ re- 
gional hegemony. Israel also views itself as 
“che oasis of democracy” in the MiddSe East, a 
self-perc^Ttion that has caused it to distance it- 
self fiom other countries of the region on the 
grounds fha* it claims to be a developed, high- 
ly-mdusOiaUsed natioa-state ideati^yiug unth 
the West 

During die Likud's ieadeiship of die Israeli 
goveniroeot under Yitzhak Sbaniir in 1992, Da- 
vid Levy, extensively described the benefits to 
be reaped by laael’s ne^hbouis firom sharing 
in Israel's expansive experience in a wide range 
of twrhfiieal and agriculoual fields. The same 
self-assured tone ptevailed in the majority of Is- 
raeli communiqu^ and documents submitted 
during various multil^ral aegotiatioos and re- 
gional economic conferences. While tbe ben- 
efits fitHn sudi cooperation, nre sp ective of die 
fact dial they would ultimately be more val- 
uable to Israel, would be gre^ Levy seemed CO 
ignore die basic fact dial without a pledge to 
unthdnw fiom occupied Arab lands, this offer 
would be fiitile. Moreover, Levy's statements 
made no mention of regional economic in- 
tegration. a shortcoming that is seemingly 
and parcel of the Likud platform. In short his 
assertions highlig ht Likud's inability to uoder- 
scand that only a just and comprehensive peace 
will pave tbe way for promoting regional ec- 
onomic development and integration. 

The platform of the Labour Party, as eady as 
January 1992 triieQ Likud’s Sbamir was prime 


mmiaw and Shimoo Peres was mimster of fi- 
nance, differed from that of substantially. 
Peres, alluding h> the high cost of Israel's oc- 
cupation <if Arab lands, further emphasised chat 
power and wealth cannot be realised tfaroi^ 
re^onal expandoo but ifaroogb scientific 
progress. Consequently, he urged that to build 
peace, all elemeius wUch oKtruct its course 
tniutf be ehmioaifid, including territorial dis- 
putes. Peres' ideas were quickly picked up by 
Yit^iak Rabin's govenuDeot, wbicb then 
sought to bring ta an end the Arab ecoDoimc 
boycott of Isra^ Rabin's government sought to 
Baku opthnum use of the drive for pea» and 
tbe optimism that followed the coocluaon of 
tbe Oslo Accords. 

Altfioagh dK Arabs remaiaed sceptical about 
the apparent policy shift, progress was made 
along the lin^ of oormalisisg economic re- 
lations with Israel. The taemoCT states of the 
Gulf Coc^ration Council lifted the second and 
thud stages of their economic boycott of Israel. 
Oman a^ israd expanded their relations. Israel 
t^ened an economic representation office in 
<^ar, and tbe latter agr^ to do the same in 
IsraeL A peace accord, which included econom- 
ic and non-ecoDomic coo p eration, was signed 
by Jordan and Israel, and relations with Egypt 
continued to grow. 

The air of mistrust and wariness, however, 
prevailed, e\«a through tbe 1994 r’acaMawra 
Economic Confe ren ce and the 1995 Amman 
Conference. During these two meetings, Israel’s 
aim of single-handedly r^mg tbe fruits of 
cooperation and norm^isation become evident, 
i n eqiective erf tbe pace of the peace process or 
complete compliann with existing peace agree- 
menfs- There meetings, coupled with the con- 
troversy over Israel's refusal to sign tbe Nu- 


clear Nw-Proliferation Treaty (MPT), betrayed 
Israel's designs, buttressed by the US, to take 
hold of the economic and political reins of pow- 
er in the rcgio/i, thus margiiialising tbe other 
key Arab players. 

It is under this same cloud of political tension 
that the third Middle East/North Africa Ec- 
onomic Conference (MENA HD was held last 
week in Ca^. To blame for tbe tension are the 
hard-line policies of Netanyahu's Likud-nin 
government wlu'cb, since last June, has suc- 
ceeded in delaying any tangible progress in tbe 
peace process. In this light, it is clear that any 
strides toward regional economic cot^rntion 
and ncMinalisation hinge on the realisation of a 
comprehensive peace as laid out in existing ac- 
cords, resoluticxis and treaties. 

Unfoitunately, Labour and Likud approach 
tbe Issue of nonnalisatioo and integration from 
(ftposing per s pectives. Likud plans focus on in- 
tegrating Tfirael into Europe, while those of La- 
bour target bitegrating the country into tbe Mid- 
dle EasL Likud's plworm, however, is riddled 
with inconsisteocies. 

During the 14tb Knesset elections, tbe Likud, 
headed by Binyamin Netanyahu, declared in its 
programme ih^ ‘Israel will pursue its effotts to 
artain fuU and mutual recogniiiou with those 
states with which it has no relations yet, 
to establish frill relations with states with which 
it has a lower level of relations and to accord 
particular anention to its relations with Mo- 
rocco, Tunisia and tbe Gulf States.** But the 
programme itself is fianght with elements 
which impede tbe development of normalisation 
and cooperation in Arab-Israeli relations. Tbe 
programme asserts Chat “Jerusalem is tbe un- 
divided capital of the State of Israel'', provides 
for the closure of offices of the Palestinian ad- 


minisirarioo. including Onent Hou^ 
tbe expansion of Jewish settlem ents a nd calls 
for ending the Labour-imposed m set- 

tlement activity, opposes the establishnm^ 
an independent Palestinian state, and calls fw 
Israel's ^trol of the vital wawjesources m 
Judea and Samaria — die Hebrew name for 

the West Bank. , .. 

Despite the programme’s recognmon of “me 
fecBcreated on land by. (he various agree- 
meuis”, Netanyahu highiiglited what be calls 
“the need to reduce the dangers created by the 
agteements which threamn the future and se- 
curity of Israer. In other words, ti ns m eant 
diat Israel would refrain from impleoMnting hs. . 
previous commitments. Thus, under tbe slc^an: 
“Security is the basis for pennapept peace ia . 
tbe region”, the Likud programme bveriodted 
the fact foat tbe conclasioo of peaiK agi^ 
and tte ncxmalisation of relations widi ' 
the Arab countries was contingent on' Israel's 
comnnlmeat to the peace a gr eements alre^-' 
concluded and to the “land for peace” pdn- • 
ciple. 

Tbe Likud progran^ is decidedly focused 
on promoting Israeli ties to tbe US arid Europe. 
Under this programme, Israel aims to jtmi the 
European Community and is seeking to in- 
tegrate itself into tbe European market. In con-, 
trast with the Labour programme;- dm -Likud 
programme is void of any mention oi econonw 
ic cooperatitxi in tbe MBddle East, and is sim- 
ilar to programmes adopted by odxi parties in 
the coalition government preoded over by Ne- 
tanyahu. This is no basis for regional economic 
integration. 


The writer is deputy director of the Al-Ahram 
Centre for PoUticcU and Strategic Studies. 


Intellectuals and politics 


Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses Edward Said’s criticism of intellectuals who 
subscribe to the notion that politics can be perceived as the 'art of the possible’ 


MENA’S 
simple truth 


By Naguib Mahfouz 


In an article published in Al-Ahram Weekly on 7 
November under the title “Inteliecmals and the 
crisis”, Edward Said wrote that “Mohamed Sid- 
Ahmed said in his article (Al-Ahram Weekly, is- 
sue 29^ about the debate over the current crisis 
tiiat politics...' is tbe art of die possfole... I myself 
tfiink that is a disastrous course; it has brou|^c ns 
to a fltuation where no values or prindpla are 
maifitningA, nnoe being effective, influential, 
maiiiscream and acceptable are the main criteria 
for action, widi tbe fuiidier consequence that the 
intnn4»mtgi is guided not by his/ber sense of the 
truth of the situatiaa. but by conriderations of the 
‘posable'.” I am somewhat surprised dial Ed- 
ward Said chose to see-in my use of the defini- 
tion of politics as the an of ite possible an apol- 
ogy for subordinating inteflectual integrity to 
political expediency. Neveztfaeless, be has raised 
an issue that beats looking into more closely. 

The issue is in essence the degree ^ in- 
depeadence of the mtellectual vis-4-vis tbe pow- 
er estaUishmenL According to Edward Said, an 
inteflectual who accommo^tes his l<^c Co fit 
the lequiremeots of a given situatimi betrays a 
‘{xagmatic' approach towards rh^r ^oahUrtinwif 
and exposes hunself to inoonristencies and con- 
trarfictions. That is why politics as die 'art of the 
posrible’ is described by Edward Said as 'a dis- 
astrous course'. 

While not deojdng tbe consistency of Ids logic, 
nor that tbe expresson ‘an of tbe possible' cao 
be read in those tenns, 1 maintain that in certain 
conditions the expi^ion can cany a very difier- 
ent meaning, especially in the context of tbe uo- 
der-develop^ world whose political structure 
difien fuodatDeoaliy fiom tbe oue in which Ed- 
ward Said fives and operates. 

Let us begin with tte undeclared duality that is 
an integral feature of our contemporary worid, a 
world where tbe bipolarity between East and 
West has been replaced by one between North 


and South. Tbe values to which the North attrib- 
utes itself, notably those of democracy and hu- 
man ri^tts, DOW serve as the dominant frame of 
refereoce througbom the world. In the south, 
however, it is more a question of paying lip ser- 
vice to those values than of actnally imple- 
menting them. Examples abound to prove that 
sodeties in the south do not apply democratic 
rules, nor, for that matter, human rights, the way 
they are defined in the Nonb. 

c5ne explanation for tbe failure of most so- 
deties in tbe south to adopt demotan^ lies in 
wfaai has come to be called tbs North-Sooifa di- 
vide, an imwgrinary Une separating developed 
from underdeveloped societies in tbe world to- 
dity, and tbe difterent pei^Tective from which 
each side of the ^vlde looks at the issue of de- 
velt^mienL Fk* die developed societies of the 
Nrx^ they are in a racre against themselves, so 
to speak, tbeir aspirations for greater develop- 
meot shaped by reference to their own record of 
achievement, not according to an caOemal mod- 
el For tbe underdeveloped societies of che 
South, in counterpart, progress is a question of 
catching up with foe Norfo; it is decided upon 
not in terms (tf coosiderations diccaled by their 
own reality, but Ity reference to external criteria. 

Tins pbraomenon has driven many schools of 
political thought in underdeveiDped societies to 
become totalitadan, and to regard foe opiaioo of 
tbe political oppooem as an impeding, rather 
than an enriching, factor in tbe race to caicb up. 
For oatioaalists Qa our case, pan-Arab na- 
tionalists), ooly nationalism (viz, pan-Arabism), 
can fulfil the rofe of a societal awakeoing; for 
prc»essives, only they are endowed with a sci- 
entme methodology capable of orienting social 
development; to the religious, only lefigioo is a 
valid frame oi reference. It is a situation in 
which democr a cy is an armistice between coo- 
rending trends rather chan a basic value. Each 


party tolerates the existence of the others only to 
the extent necessary for tbe others to tolerate 
him. 

This logic is widespread in the Third World 
and cannot be said to be the monopoly of one 
specific school of thought It is exclusive oei- 
t^ to tbe party in power nor to tbe oppostion 
parties, but extends to them all Thou^ 
ically opposed to tbe party in power, (^jposition 
parties reproduce its strucoue orgaiusationaUy, 
albeit on a smaller scale. There is no room in 
such a stnicQire for the indqjcndent intellectual 
who dares move out of standardised palierns of 
behaviour. This is where the notion of political 
action as the ‘an of tbe possible' comes up, with 
greater emphasis on foe word ‘art’ foan on tbe 
word ‘possible*. ‘An' here means developii^ 
creative devices to widen the scope of wlw is 
'posnUe'. It imrodiures a dinoension of freolom 
in an otherwise closed system, and implies nei- 
ther pragmatism, ie. surrender to foe status quo, 
nor political be^viour that is unprincipled or 

unffrftiral 

Actually, there is a fundamental difference 
between democracy with accountability and 
‘democracy’ without. Tbe test of wbeiW ac- 
countability exists or not is bow free elections 
are. In the absence of this freedom, authority 
becomes absolute, partitapation becomes io- 
stiuznentalisation, and indepeodent creative 
thinking is maiginafised. One example of foe 
an of tbe possible is to achieve foe seemiDgly 
impossible, such as tbe bringiag down of the 
Berlin Wall, or the other simil^y formidable 
walls, even if only psychological. It is an ex- 
pcrieuce that titose who have never lived be- 
hind such a wall cannot fiiUy appreciate. When 
all is said and done, however. Edward Said's 
remarks were useful in that they raised an issue 
of patarnoum unponance which needs to be 
wicfely debated. 


I bad no infontiem of 

malting predictions | T •' 

about MENA 111 before' 

it took place but now 

that ic is over I can con- 

fideudy say that the 

conference was a sue- 

oess and that Egypt ^ 

gained much from n. /'i 

Had Egypt only baefit- 

ed from tbe gigantic contracts foat were 

negotiated, v^ued at some SIO bilfioc4 

dial would have been enough. 

This conference, though, had foe added 
advantage of iOustrating tbe undispuied 
status of Cairo as foe fegfon's fiwaweial 
capital. Just tutupai c the results of to 
two previous economic conferences iia 
Casablanca and Amman to the results of 
tbe Cairo conference and I thinic you will 
see foe dififerexKe between events that 
were essentially parocbial and one that 
was truly intemational. 

There were many who objected to foe 
lK>hfing of tbe Cairo conference for fi^ 
would give Israel a foothold in foe Arab 
trading worid whilst spnolianeously 
block^ progre ss in the peace process. 
In actual faa tbe exaa oppos i te took 
place. Some laaelis pd7ficly dis- 
jq/proved of their coonlzy's position, mak- 
ing declarations to the foreigD press. 
wUe Netanyahu and his govemroent 
seem to have been subject^ to un- 
precedented pressures during tbe course 
of a conference that resoundfrigly echoed 
President Mubarak’s assertion of simple 
truth; economic growth in the region can 
only be achieved in an atmosphere of 
peace and security. 


Based on an interview by Mohamed Sal- 




MENA III evaluated 


AkAhram: Tl is now clear foat Prerident Mubarak is 
the only leader in foe peace arena who does not lose pa- 
tience or his nerve. He allows nothing to swerve turn 
from his objective of aebieving peace, development and 
pro^Teiity. To this end foe Cabo econoouc cr^eience... 
was a success and Cuio e m erged from it strong, steadfast 
and full of confidence in itself and tbe future.” 

(Mohamed Abdel •Monmm, 17 November) 


of tbe ruler of Israel who refuses to booour international 
commitments.” 

(Gamai Badawi, !7 November) 


Rose El-Youpaof; “Opportunities and risks are key 
words in foe vocabulary of busmeasmeu. Many have un- 
doubted!/ discovered that thdr opport^ty in foe Middle 
East can be aclueved without Israel, wtuch is not tbe centre 
of foe universe. This is whai foe Arabs and foe Europeans 
have said to tbe unanimous applause of the driegates." 
(Mahmoud El-Maraghi, 19 Navetrtber) 


Al-SIwabt “Tbe [MENA HI] conference was held to 
affirm tbe Middle East projea with Israel at its centre. 
Any attempt by officials to deny this will nor succeed. 
Cooperation among the Arabs or between foe Arabs and 
tbe rest tbe worid can occur outside tbe conference. 
Within the conference there can be no regional coop- 
eration witfaocit the participation of IsraeL R opens to 
doors wide to nomialisatiDn... They lie aod claim that 
this conference b for internatioiial economic coofv 
enutoo, not particuiariy with IsraeL Who are they de- 
coving, tbe people or tomselvesT” 

(Magm Ahmed Hussein, 12 November) 



Al^Udlban “Cabo bas succeeded ia reaoriog bal- 
ance to foe Middle Eastern project — Israel bas become 
merely a participating nation in this regional order and 
not a donunant one. Had Cairo listened to all fo(»e op- 
posed to the conference it would have lost its posidou a^ 
role in foe re^n and would have had to put up with a 
marginal xole away from the UmefigbL” 

(SaidSonbul, MNovem^} 


Al-Arabi: “During tbe conference. Egypt could wen 
try to limit foe Israeli role or to take advamageof the fact 
thm it was being held on its soD to attract investments or 
even to talk abotit the importance of inler'/Oab coop- 
eration. AU these were points won try Egyptian di- 
plomacy but it lost its basic bargaining — tbe threat 
to halt regional cooperation." 

(Abdallah El-Smnawi, 18 November) 



. lorddi^ the faa that t 

T Y is at its expense and ( 

I remains foe cmital ol 

relayed tty tbe Egypd 

^ —C A.J. 
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AlAhali: “The media fanfare that has surrounded foe 
[M^A ID] confereooe has tuned it into a wedding prtv- 
oeaaon, in wMch Israel is foe bridegroom. Of aO places, 
this is taking place in Cairo, which seems to be over- 
lorddi^ the faa that foe so-called ‘Ve^oal cooperation” 
is at its expense and the expense of its role, so long as it 
remains foe cmital of che Arabs... This was foe message 
relayed by tbe Egypdan opposition as it called for to £• 
uunciation of the Cairo conference and its boycott It re- 
alises fo^ tbe ofdin^ Arab citizen knows that this coo- 
fiseooe is ito in his interest now or in foe funire.” 

(Lui^ Waked, 13 November) 


AI-AtlFam: "By any standanls foe Cairo economic 
confereooe was a trig success. Egypt succe e ded in ef- 


fideaily organising it aod in promotlog itself as an ideal 
veuue for invesimeaL The Anfos succeeded in laying in- 


ter- Arab cooperation as the basis for regional coop- 
eration and upset Israel’s plan m beccune the dominant 
nation in foe region. And foe worid was able to say clear- 
ly foat h is eseential to link regional cooperation with 
achieving a just, comprebeosive peace.” 

(Mohamed Basha, JSNovemher) 


Al>4tfafd: “The political harvest of the Caiio economic 


concetence is no teas hnportant than hs ecooomic ret oro s. 
If Eigypt bas succeeded io signing deals with investors 
worth SIO billion, it has also succeeded in cciting Israel 
down to Israel's role was greatly reduced at to Cai- 

ro Conference with its dele^on being cold-shouldned 
by foe Arfo del^ations. This is betoise of to stupidity 


Af-Gomhuria: "If to Likud leaders in Israel had 

foe ability to evaluate foe current situation accurately, 
they would ^ve rushed to change foetr extremist stanc- 
es. The Cairo ecODOinic conference proved that tbe inter- 
national acmospbere is to peace; nations must continue 
to exist and ^cure generations look towards a better life. 
Any obstacle to this will be met with the solid will of the 
majority, forciog to minority to follow the right path." 
f&mi> Ragab, IS November) 

Compiled by Hala Saqr 


Egypt celebrates Chndren>s Day on 20 November and «.» «r 
Suzanne Mitiiarak, as the head of the National cSIneHfcl^hS^i 

p«»ive, » It i. »lMn Ibt^ cSJSLg" 

affection, to a handicapped child. empathy and 
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Salama A. Sahuna 


The Israeli 
illusion 

Beyond doo^ MENA m 

scned tieoMsndpns «w 

in stiiDiilatiDg economic psx>- 
jeecs and m pcmnoiSiig izi-. 
vestment oppomiaities in 
Egypt, Equally beyot^ 'doiibc 
is die fact tfaa tbe peace prcK 
cess has reached . a- critical 
stage, one wfaidi has /tiiettrth ed' 
those re^onal feadoa and po- 
litical figures who die 

process 'from its H g gim wng» 
Eor the Odro conferaoce- has 
socceeded, once add for all, in 
iDustradng tbtt a just- and 
peaceful setdement whb the 
Palestinians, Syria and Lebt- 
anmi is die only pnagihv. iwwi* 
fbr futnre coopeiatimii widi Xs- 
raeL - 

Receoffynperident Mubarak- 
hu issued rqieated statements, 
di re cted at'intenudbnal pow- 
ers and, mme spedficaDy, the 
partm re^onrit^' .for par- 
tnanaci^ dm peace process,- in- 
dicating fats coocem over-die 
possible ramifications ctf Ne- 
tanyahu's condmnng rcfod to 
honour agreements ' 'afaieacfy 
made, a mafinm that -cannot 
have anydiing - other 
negative impact on AnA pub- 
lic 0(^011 and whicfa could, 
ctmceivaUy,'"pat badt- the 
peace agreements — in '{dace 
for 14 years — bdween Israel 
andEgjTn. 

Egypt has dearly declared 
its coosnionent to peace as a 
straregjc cbmee. But in ro^ 
spoDse to such d»daiations 
Neianyahn’s govenunent -ero- 
baiked. on' a series of mis- 
leading actions that ««« far 
from coododve to' enconr- 
aging progress in the peace 
proetss. Amo^ soch actions 
was dm Israeli annoimcenmot 
that agreanent vrilh the Pal- 
estinians over tbe. Hebron i&-. 
sue- was imminent mdy for k 
to be discovered tint land 
had added new. conations to 
dm Hebfon agreemnit signed 
dm Palestinians and ^ 
pfe^ions-. Peres go v emamig. 
eonqdicating matters still frnr- 
diw. 

Netanyahu, mnlring ever 
deeper in a mire of misrqp^ 
semadon based bn delaskM.- 
then . aimouooed that he'.had 
cancelled his trip ip Ainttica 
in order to ^med up dm new 
Hebron agreetneni He was 
e xp o s ed udieh Denis Ejm left 
after faifing to get dm two 
sides to a^ee, -and Slombib' 
Peres went on to . expose dm, 
Likud stand on dm peace pro- 
cess conqdetely. lenffing hSh 
creased antbontyto dmae vba 
claim that Netany^ has 
adopted dm same poStses of 
procrastioatKm and : jm- 
varication in whidi Shamir be- 
came mired.'. 

Netanyahu and ..his govem- 
nmnt iqipear to be hos^ges io 
dm wb^idolent- 

ly objects ro 1 m p le i ne«r ing dm 
Hebron a g re em en t and wlucfa 
has mobOueditbe' sdtiera Id 
demonarale - in ocder to in- 
crose. dm pressure on Ne- 
iaiQnhu. Tins led to hosting a 
trial baDoon, anpdmr niosiOD 
— dm poBsibiliqiF settii^ up 
a coalition g ov e nm eat of dm 
Likud ^ & Lsdxnir Party- 
Most audysls cdocar that 
tbe difrinnces between Likud 
and Labour. Netanyahu and 
ftres — over Hdntm, final 
negotiations, the entfibg set- 
tlement building, dm. re-, 
opening of tfiscussidns 
Sjria — are too great to allow 
for a coalition. One dung 
thoo^ is for sore — any sudi 
codition could only b^et fts’- 
tfa^ pro c f as tina tiod and pre-/ 
varication. 

Btt what raises' mba doubta 
and deqiens pessnnism .over, 
the peace process is - dm .fact 
thfi tte bcHisr- America would 
be firmer widt Israel following 
the elections' tqqiears m- 
cieasiiigly to have been im- 
fouiwted. . Unless. Neanyahu's . 
government rascally cmanges 
its portion with .re^id to the 
Hebron issue, ht^ for peace 
reroain blowii^ re dm wind. , 




Laurels for the loser 

Boutros-Ghali may have lost his position as secretary -general 
of the United Nations, but he did not lose his mCMilty. He com- 
pelled the United States to use the veto io its enorts to defeat 
httn. Some people advised Ghali to wifodraw and spare himiself 
a losing battle with Washington. This advice was justified in 
part; boi on the other hand, fact that die US used the veto 
means that tbe wave of opposiiioo to its decision required ex- 
treme measures. Boutros-Ghali's re-election was the focal point 
around which dissatisfaction with the quo ciystaiHsed. 
He did not stand alone in his battle; be became a symbol of die 
majority of the international community. This bloc suppoi ted 
Ghali oil tbe end, knowing all the while that it would also lose. 
But what is tbe point of surrendering without resastance? 

Tim US seeks to further siren g^n its position of global 
dominance, regardless of the world community’s choice. 

Washington’s military allies do not mutely acquiesce to all 
tbe US administration diciar<^ 

Boutros-Ghali’s refusal to give in only Washington’s 
miscalculations more glaring. The no-bolds-barred campaign 
against the secretary-general was launched after be refused to 
cover up the findings made by UN experts after ifae (^na mas- 
sacre, vdiicb- revealed that the alanghtar of 
chDdren, women and old people was pre- 
meditated. Boutros-GhaU's tmly leverage 
against the US's wrath was his decUaon to 
re-Dominate himself fw a second tenn. Not- 
withstanding dm overwheiming nummical 
superiority of the se cr etary yneial’s sup- 
porters. dm battle was lost from tbe start. 

The US win come to realise just how iso- 
lated tbe giobal policeman can be. 

It is only ruorral that dm world should 
congratulate Boutros-Ghali after his ”d^ 
feat”. He may no longer be secretary- 
geneial: but he has gained the world com- 
munity’s reqiecL 



This vfeek’s Soapbox speaker is a semor col- 
umiiur wtdi Al-Alirara 


Saiah 

Montasser 


Ghaii’s better option 


OSeririg imsolkited advice is a riinnkleM 
bnsirmss. eqieciaHy when the adtdce is con- 
mcy to what dm perm wants to h^ — per- 
haps even to triiat he beeves is his best io- 
tcresL It bec(»» stin indre awkward vrtmn 
dm adtnce is given .at a nunineht q£ criris in 
tiiat peiMD’s H^. When he expe^ his 
friends either to baA Um tinresayedly tr'to 
bold tbdr alenee. This is-dm uncomfortable 
position I fijDd ntysdf m as I venture to -^~ 
gest to UN Secxetay^OBDierd Bbotros Bou- 
'tra6-Qra&4hatim shouM armounoe; ^^out 
heriz^bn or rkgtbt, ins inleotion not to seek 
a secMid term m o£Bce;.ncir, a fbitibri, to ac- 
.o^mstty'tmfcrhalfaiBrm. ‘ 

I wairt to stare for dm record tiiai 1 was de- 
listed udien be -was elebted seaetary- 
gew^inNoweitto In dibfirstpla^ 
he is a friend and coUeague udwwoiked tirith 
nxi at AMhram Sor 18 yeats. Secondly. I 
was h^iqiy CO see an Egyptian dm hehn of 
dm iiiCBimadariu^ organiratimi for dm fira 
tone m its fatstbry. My durri reason-for wel- 
coming dm news -was a litde more conqilicat- 
edL Bootios-Gaii is'a Copt, an E^ptian 
CSristian.' B^Ac his dectiorf ’a& UN Sec- ' 
rerary-gepaa^ Tbefieyed he destfvi^ V be ' 
naiD^ ^ypfs ibfagn irunisteriii ifte am- 
text of the comnry.*s cuirdn political orieaita- 
tiCML Yet dm post remamed rantaHsingly orre 
bflm rndi — natbecBdorehcb eH^UIky was 
in qQestion,'birt becanse k was'feved th^ the 
qipiinrrxieot of -a Qrostiwi to riich a sen- 
stiye poriito would an^ Egypt's Islamic 
fairi a rn e nt alists.' 

To my nnnd, tbe fear was ntisplaced, or at 
least exaggerated. The Copts in Egypt, while, 
iemairnrig mm-fo tbefr own fitidi, are coriteni ' 
tti live ^ dm coumiy’s Anb bdiamounl 
runiu arid vi^.systeio. Indeed, have 
cooftSnrted to' creating its cnlt^ fiame- 
worlt, udiidi derives nmeb of its essence 
from Islam. The Islarmc dimienriai of 
]^ypt*$ identity is a cq q xed Ity tire Coptic 
cot nm iriirty’s Indeis and-tidritera. -As a kind 
of conqmmise,. Boniros-Ghafi was .ap- 
mCed of State foT fMeign affairs, a 

jxA sqianced from tiiat of frdl foreign mm- 
isterby a.tidn Hne. That & vriiy Twas brnpy 
when the man who had, throo^ no foolt of 
Ids own, failed to achieve tim lecogruticm he 
craved from his own bountiy,- sucreeded in 
uevirm recognrtion. beycod his tyildest 
dreaire from, dm outride wor^ 

Altiipi^ he . did . eohrider other inter- 
MitoMi piNts, once poniDg his- nartm for- 
ward as a eandktoe for the top riot in 
UNESCO, aootimr time contending for the 
pntrirleacy of the .Organisation for African • 
Umty times onsuccesriaHy).' Bontros- 

(Biali never as^ted fo dm poA of UN sec-, 
reiaty-getmrd. hideed.heowB3faisnoinina- 
ticai to pure drsmeL He hnnself told irm tbe 
ri|Ky ofhpw tins catim about He was in Kin- 
riiasa to attend a meediig of African feseign 
arrrnsteis diaxged.by theii*. heads of rime 
widr an African candidate for the 

post of secretary^oeraLTt was widely 

mscqited tiiat it was now Africa’s tnrri to oo- 
cuj^ dm pbsL whidi bad hitherto rotated be- 
tween Bnope (Norwity’s Ttygve Lie, Swe- 
den's Dag HMirnie rAjBM, Austria's . Knit 
Waklheam), Aria Qwtyi&nar's U Thaitt) and 
Latin America (Ct^'s Javier Berez deCuel- 


Boutros-Ghali’s insistence on running for another term 
as UN secretary-general can only result in a pyrrhic 
victory, writes Mohaimed Hassanein Heikal 


• lar). To cover tbe eventuality of last 7 miiMite 
objections to thedr caiididate Ity tbe Security 
. CmnnI, tim African heads of state hedged 
dirir bets ^ instructing their foreign oiii]- 
isters to npminaze not just oim but fire prom- 
inent Africaii persixiaHtie& 

At a meetoig attended Zaire’s president, 

Mobmn Sese S^. a fist of five names was 
put forward wMdi did not include dm name, 
of Booiros-Olall. Suddenly, Mobutu turned 
to the Egyptian mmister and ask^ him: 
Tioie, why don’t you consider adiGng your 
name'to the fist, even jftiiis Iniiigs the num- 
ber up to six?” Altfaoii^ taken completely : 
. by 'sarfuise, Boutrps-CIiali quidkly .rose 
TO occaritm, tellii^ Mobutu that, while hu 
mandate fiom dm Egyptian govemment did 
not include putting his own nanm on the fia; 
Im bdieved there would be no objections if 
he rfid. He reassured Zaire’s prerident that 
be would call President Muba^ to obtrin 
offidal permisrioD, but was unable to iiMch 
the prerident from Kinriiasa. He dedde to 
go ^Dg wxdi Mobotu’s suggestion anyway, 
estirnating that if for any reason tbe Egyptian 
president objected, be could always bare his 
nametemov^ 

As it hppei^ Mubarak was not too luq>- 
py about tim idea. He fdt his m{m.<ter of 
state’s of wini^ enou^ votes to 

cany tim day were slim, and was loathe to 
expore an l^;yptian candidate to the risk of 
friluie. But Boutros-Qiali convinced dm 
president to back his nominalica, and Mu- 
baidt oblige by writing personally to a 
onmber of African, Asian and other feadexs. 
Once he got the green light from Mubarak, 
Bouiros-Qrafi laimcbed a full-fledged electo- 
ral campaign fx dm first time in tbe histoiy 
oftirnlmsecRtariaL - 

Like all electoral camprigns, it involved 
backstairs deals, rnflueiice-peddlrng and the 
formation of alliances and fioms. Boutros- 
GfahH was the e«TiHiriaTe of the Francophone 
bloc, a group of feinner Frenc h colonies 
linked ^ oommon cultural ties that France 
was ti^rig to inolnlire into a ptridticri powtf 
base. This <fid not at too well nritb tim Unit- , 
ed Sbtes, whicfa was backing dm African 
canffidarw. from the Anglo-Saxon bloc, 
riaineily Zirnbabwean Fbreign Minister Chid- 
zero and fooner Nigerian prerident Olusegun 
Obasai^' The polarisation grew sharper, 
widr tte Quai d’Orsay and other Freodi pow- 
er centres lobbj^g ene^^tically for Bon- 
tros-Gh^ and US diplomacy eormtering 
with a ^m p iwgn against tbe Egyptian can- 
'Wag'Hhgtnii otjeoed to Boutros- 
Ghrii oil three, main counts. Fast .arnong 
there was his age. Bom in 1921,- be was 70 
when he ptesenred his c . andida < y . 

The reoond objection involved his counoy. 
Precedent- dretat^ tiiat dm UN secretary- 


general should come from a country not in- 
volved io acute t^ional crises — a condi- 
tion that did not ^grly to Egypt 

His qualifications were tim diiid cnimMing 
block. The new realities diai em er ged fol- 
iowiiig the collapse of the Soviet Union and 
tbe end of the Gulf War entafled a total re- 
assessment and nssmictunog of the United 
Nations. This was a massive iarit,calUog for 
the xldtls of a top-noech admiiiistratCK- an^ 
while Bootros-Ghafi was a respected ao- 
ademic, he bad no admiiusirative esqierience 
tosp^of. 

.P^ite the US's strong opporitiem to Bou- 
..tE 0 »:Gliali, luck cm his side. Many fac- 
tors woiki^ mh^ favour be had the siqiport 
of the African lobity, whicfa had nominaied 
Um in the first pl^, of tim Fraoo^hone 
bloc, wtdeb had its own reasons for standing 
strongly behind him; and. last but not least, 
of the 23 coiDUty-str^ Arab bloc, ndiicb 
adopted his cause as its own. Moreover, as 
the Egyptian minister who had volunteered 
to accoiiqiany former Piesideiit Anwar El- 
Sadat on his Cunoos risit to Jerusalem io 
1977 — when Egypt’s then formgn minister 
rerigned to protest dm visic and his chosen 
successor was rriuetaot to step into his shoes 

— Boutros-Ghali enjctycd tire support of an 
infliiftnria? Jewirii lolAy. An added ad- 
vantage was that, as a Ghnaiaii from a Mns- 
Hm country who had a Jewish wife, Boutros- 
Ghali could don whatever mantle sai best 
wjtir tbe interiocuTO he h^rpeoed to be ad- 
dresring at any given time. 

But for an tiiat, his victoiy was far from 
certain when polfing began in tbe Security 
CouDciJ. In dm nm-tqi to tbe election, an in- 
tricate ganm of canvassing, of manoeuvres 
and countennarmeovres, was jdayed out- in 
the wings as members sought to improve 
timrr pr rferred candidate’s chances. As h 
tmned out, an unexpectedly large number 
voted for Boidros-GhaH, less because they 
wanted him to win than witir tim aim 
bringing down other candidates they con- 
sideied more threatening. Boutro^Gbafi, 
until then seen as a duk horse running 
against eoonoous odds, defeued IS can- 
rf»Hah»g to emerge victorious in the baOot 
held on 21 Nore&mr 1991. 

Af^ his surprise win — and no one was 
more surprised thuw Boutros-Ghali himwlf 

— tim new secretary-general was astute 
eiuni^ to realise ri*"* his first would 
be to win Washtogtoo's trust To that end, 
he set abouriallayrrrg its fears about his age, 
announcing forirmlly that he twrwwWt to step 
down after one five-year tenn, and 
pledging not to run for a second. His first re- 
port — the famous document issued on 31 
Jarniary 1992, titled ”Agenda for Peace”, 
wlddi cofUamed soch expresrions as *^con- 



flia prereation”, “conflict managemrat,** 
“pteemptire diplomacy” and “peaconaldn^ 
— was written io tbe poUtical planning sec- 
tion of the US State DepmtmenL Moreover, 
Boutros-Ghali was careful not to upset the 
balance of power prevailing in tbe United 
Nations. 

Thus he allowed the United States to use 
the United Nmions as a shield for its activ- 
ities, senefrng its troops into Somalia and Hai- 
ti ~ and later pulling them out — undo* the 
UN flag, and continuing to impose sanctions 
gainst Iraq in tbe name of the United Na- 
tions. He also- accommodated western Eu- 
rope, which first entered Bosnia on a UN 
pencekee^riog miss ion, although these forces 
were inter replaced by EU and finally NATO 
forces. In general, Boutros-Ghali adroitly 
avoided confrontation on even tbe most sen- 
sitive issaes. For exarrqile, he refiuined from 
publishing tbe full UN report on die Qana 
massacre in southern Lebanon last Apifl. 
Even tbe watered-down veirion only saw tbe 
light of day becanse some of tbe findings of 
dm investigation e-nmiiMtTBft were leaked to a 
ouirfoer of European newspapers. This did 
not prevent tbe Arab press from heaping 
praise on Boutros-Ghali for going pitolic 
with tbe report 

But to paraphrase tbe adage, anyone who 
tries to everybody happy all ^ tinm is 
docaned to fail. So it went with Boutros- 
Ghali, who came to realise that it was a jug- 
gling act beyond the abilities of any one 
man, however flexible he was willing to be. 
France was trying to play a much bigger role, 
io North Africa and the Middle East as well 
as in tbe Balkans, than its real weight in the 
imeroatiooal community warranted. Prob- 
lems were becoming more complicated, and 
hidden struggles among tbe various powers 
more acute. Halfrvay through Boutros- 
Ghali’s term in office, the usual speculations 
began about whether his .mandate would be 
extended. 

The United States mode it clear that it 
would stand against any such extension, in- 
voking tbe pl^ge Boutros-Ghali bad made 
immediately after his election to stand down 
after completing one tenn. A compromise 
suggested by US Secretary of State Warren 
Gbrisir^ber was that his tenn be extended by 
one or two exira years, to spare him tbe hu- 
miliation of bring the first secretary-general 
in tbe history of tbe United Nations to serve 


just one term in office. 

In an aoempi to outmanoeuvre the US’s 
long an^ Boutroe-Glmli annooDced publicly 
that he intended to run for a second term at 
his own responsibility. This was a serious 
miscalcuiatioD on his part, the 

Americans also made their opposition to his 
candidacy public, turning an issue preriously 
confined to the ch annels of secra diplomacy 
into an imernatioDal media evenL public 

exchange of charges and counter-charge has 
been detrimental to all tire parties, not least 
to tbe United Nations itself. 

In an eloquent testinrania] to Bontros- 
Ghafi’s adroitness, his tud for reelection is 
receiving ardent support from two apparently 
antipodal quarters: some of tiie most prom- 
inent Amnicao Jewish writers, as w^ as 
many Arabs, who cemridered his itycction a 
blow to national pride. 

As Washingum’s insistence on Boutros- 
Ghali's replacement another candidate in- 
creased, France — and, to a lesser extent. 
Europe — stepped up tl^ campaign fw his 
reelection. if only for part of a term. Tbe 
current standoff must be r^lved as soon as 
possible, not only for the sake of tbe United 
Nations, but for that of BontiosGhali him- 
self. In tbe final analysis, only he can defuse 
tbe crisis before it reaches unmanageaMe 
propf^ons, Ity announcing that he win hon- 
our his earlier pledge not to seek a second 
term in office. 1 fear that by pressing for an 
extension, Bouiros-Gh^ is putting tbe cred- 
ibility and effectiveness of tbe United Na- 
tions on tbe line. 

Let us imagine that he does succeed in 
staying on for another five y^ra, rilher de- 
spute tbe objections of the United States, or 
ibrir ap^Hovai In tbe first case, the ten- 
sions tbai are bound to build up b«ween the 
UN’s general secretariat and tte siqieipower 
that has taken it upon itself to admiitister the 
present world order, if only tenqior^y, 
would effectively paralyse tbe international 
wganisation. In tbe second case, tbe conces- 
sions be wiU have to makg to obtain the ^ 
proval of the United States would ™1 m faim 
a virtual hostage to that nation’s wffl. In 
both cases, it would be a pynfaic victory for 
whicfa a h^vy mQ would te exacted, either 
from the internatioiial organisation or from 
its secretary-general. 

I suggest chat Boutros-Ghali consider ren- 
dering an alternative, and much more en- 
during, service to the international com- 
munity by publishing an open report on the 
essence of his experience at tbe helm of the 
United Nations and how he sees Us role in 
the coining century. Such a knowIedgeri>le 
assessment of tbe weaknesses and strengths 
of tbe international OTganisatioo can help 
put it on tbe ri^t track again and avert tbe 
looming danger of its becoming either a 
flaccid and lugely useless appendage, or an 
iron rod in the hands of one of its member 
states to make all tbe others toe tbe line it 
has drawn. 

The above article is this month's coiuribuium 
by the writer to the column “Insights bao the 
World, ” published by the Tokyo-based Daily 
Yomiuri and syndicated to 240 newspapers 
in the US and South East Asia. 
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Israel’s cake 

Is it' pesrite to entire cake ^ have it 
too? Inael nuide it possibly or rather irr> 
Isa 


Becanse politics und .economics are in-., 
separ^li^ I ritpect Isari win have paid dearly 
■for its anti-peace poBcy duiirig rmS. after ^ 
hffiNA Cairo cMfeirace. - 
Tb teing aii eiid to Israeli hitruiagetTO am 
counteract its designs to itzqmse its nifit^ 
and economic hegmniwy upon 
should measure iq> to our re^KMisitBEO^ and 
close our ranks; ' ' • 

We should ardently enforce cm boycott of 
Israel and 'sro nonufiring rriatioos until U. 
We should 'abo extend our hands to 
loving groups m IsiaeL Rirelly, ^ shMd 
leave no stmie unmiued to- oblige. ine.Luoid 
eoveameiit w catty out its aMgatw^ .Qnw 
a eoowieheiisive- settlement is r yb ^;^ly 
then will tiae shiny slogan. of MENA Cairo 
^few-nee. “Building for Ite Fburo** hecoro 
a viable i^omise. . 

MahUMNid Etewn 

Maadl ' 

Ludicrous RTPlktsition 

Sfrw In his letter to the editor las w^ Mr 
Zarif Kernel wbtr aff»hnriscttM an 


English at Al Driier Sec^ 

ondaxy-Sdtocfl 'fbr €firis, laimched a vidoiia 
P«ftnal attack on Mr Ro^ Gareudy, ac- 
. ensmg Mr Gaaudy of not having g ras p ^ the 
Bsrenoe of lriam because he had not mastered 

- the Aivtte tenguage:.-' Mr Hakim foztha ao^* 
euseshfrGmnity ofmentaliiistalnlity for-be^ 
coming Muslim widiouc knowle^e Arabic. 

:So acooadirtg.TO.hfc.Hriaiiitiie ptetnpiiriie 
for understaiiduig ilie essence of a rriigioa is 
'tiiai one most master-ifae langnaga of its Book. 

. O’ one.ia-iD be conadeted mentalty unstable. 
By vfataeofdiK criteria mOlinis a^-millions 
of esmittiaat arid Jews around the wOrid are to 
be regttdedns mentally uiKtable ainee the ma- 
jttity of tiwm have not misttred andoit He^ 
’brew, tbehmpiijgft of fli&Toteh andBibte. 

- NowfiriliBpsitcan.beseeiiwharahidicioos 
propoeitioa Mr Hakim puts forward. 1 note 
with that aldwoghMr Hrirfm is clearly a 
native. Arabic spoker hfanself. faia own oqiac-' 
xty fai-Aiabic deady. not pervaded the re- . 
cesses of his rimidsiifficientiyfty Mm to have 
gra^ied die esrence ^Iriain,.aiidJaiiee be is 
nottineiitinaiieiencHrinBwtecouldnMpos- - 
abty have giaqied the essnee. of any other 
-{aim. Accoramg to bis own criteria Mr Halrim 
is "iioc. even, qualified .to ' make, his 

' nouncemenf’. 

IMBdiaelWoriii 

jZamaldc 


The state and the man 

The war against Boutros-Ghali has only damaged US credibility, writes Laila Takla 


The Uiuted States is a funny country, incluied tomrds 
ihenewfongled and the muisnal. It has an insatiable ap- 
petite fm the strange- and ancMamon. Its ‘’dernier cxi” 
m the domain - of conflicts is the war it is waguig, 
against 'one ^nan No doubt a departure from ttie com- 
mon paaera of-w«ftee,.m which one stare is piuiied 
agarnsc another, or one cegiine i^iposed to another, this 
type of war is also different frtxn simple feuds between 
two iiKfividitels. It is unprecedented that any scare, let 
alone a super-stale whim gloats dMut its principles, 
riiould cballeii^ worid opinioa 
War was declared against Boutros Ghali when War- 
ren Christopher inftmned the UN secretary-general on 
12 May t^ die Clin ton administratioo di^^HOved of 
his election to a second term of office. Tbe message^ 
which came as a shock to the world, raised a clamonr 
of qiqiositiM from Pekmg to Budape^ 

Tbe war declared Ire the US against the secietaiy- 
genmal of ihe United Nadons only undemnnes tbe 
ideals, called for by the .Urited States, overiooks the 
facts and elwlleng ea world opinion as well as the opin- 
ions of American people itself. 

During its domestic ba& over elections and the oon- 
flia over govemment seats, the US admintstration 
triided to coniproinUe freedom of ^leeeh arid the right 
to choose, striving to inqiose its own will .on the rest <d 
the worid. By vetmog the vdll of the mrioriiy of na- 
' rions, die US is. denyfrig the frinciples of deuiouacy 


exemplified by respect for the will of tbe majcriiy. 
Hirtiier, tbe US has foiled to honour the principles of 
equality, checks and balances which constitute tbe 
fouridations of the Americao system of govenunent If 
power is conceived as potentially generating corrup- 
timi, absolute power only corruption 

knows DO limits. While eiaimjng to be democratic, the 
United States is seeking to seize, ringle-handedly, the 
reiiis of global power by debilitating tbe United Na- 
tions. 

To realise hs ends, tbe United Sutes is exerting aH 
kinds of militaiy and financial pressure in a bid to buy 
other nations' votes. The US, whicfa is m die halrit of 
sending its experts to all parts of the worid to monitor 
the freedom of elections from outside pressures as a 
teqiushe fbr gianting^cM’ withholding its assistance to 
those countries, is iiadf exerting all kinds of overt and 
covert pressures to influence the voters. 

The US denies UN achieveinents accomplished un- 
der the If ndf I iihip of its secretary-general, and doubts 
his commitment to peace and development. It denies 
bis vigilance and the involvement or tbe international 
community in seeloDg solutions to problems threat- 
ening die world in tbe domains of tbe cDvironiDent. 
women, population and development. These achieve- 
ments are only to be added to his success in re- 
sttucauing tbe UN, i^uciiig its expenses and scaling 
down its staff. 


Tbe US attitude towards tbe UN secretary-general 
has been so provocmive at the international level that 
oMfain bigb-raiiking US officials noted that the attitude 
was rfama]w»g the national interests of the US itself 
Tbe Chicago Tribune even rqxmed that numeroos am- 
bassadors to the UN had expressed dirir governments’ 
an ger at the aiTOgaiice and suppressive practices which 
characterised US behaviour, which seems to ctisrecaid 
the fact that the equality of all oatk»s is one of the 
principles enshrined in the UN Charter. The Chiis&m 
Seiatee Monitor vxfmea if tbe anack on *Gliali is not 
pttnrqtted by bis ^jirova] of tbe imblicatitm of the re- 
port of the commission investig^mg tbe brutal Israeli 
massacre in Qana, heedless of [US aiidiassador to the 
UN] Albright’s warnings.” 

Regard!^ of the outcome of tbe war waged by the 
US against GbaU, and whether or not tbe US inw-nric to 
break tbe secretBiy-^nerai himself, or to flex hs own 
muscles as tbe world looks on, bemused, its 
lu-ve backfired. The US has o^ debilitated itself and 
unde rmin ed its prestige. As fOT Boutros-Ghafi, lus 
inestige -was not even deni^ nor was he defeated. 
On the eontroiy: he has gained much in influence and 

the support of the world community. 

The writer b UN commissioner far developmera and 
culture and chair of dte Central Association ^ En- 
viranmenlal Preservation. 
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Iff gawmT. C^0a fbns &ondi: 
G^zta. W 6861 . DaOy /dow> 


Listings 


bjr RddttRl Hasfil 25 Mem diil^ 
The BntfadMtlM «f Fnofc Bln 
(t973). DnwiBd br MiAiid BaoC 
2d Mm 0|iBL 

TbaSCwyofAv 

•tewoc fWftmrf CbiM /Od Qbp 
A CMoi Oo; 7U j» JW3L 
2/Mcm<^ 

ndunn 

bgBmCabimdCemOv, 3 £MbM 
B4bnaSi.ZmMLTd340879l. 
0 Udr*nBM«IlU (1991). Dfaend 
by Gimm Amdio. 23 Nff. <Sf>- 
pTrirt d Cattntay (19n). IX- 
Mted by FierAdki F!b(W 2d Abv. 
6pm. 



Fields and Gankns. 

The ?lh StPdMt Art bUddw 
fiMrt GaBmy. Uabt Oama, AUC. 
£UMU Atten & M3& 

DaifyexePH, THiii Qiiii UntP 28 Nay. 

ttdMth BnadkeAbdAb 

AittCUfarR 6 Rd 77C Go^ 
,Maa£. Tel 3Sl 4362. Deify ae 
Sm iOam-JJOpm A fy»6pm. Until 
29 Nov. 

Under ttw tide BetwwDRedity ead 
PhutBay, ifae Wnwepriep aiuai ifapHyf 
pelndo^ wide en £dypdeo fliviwi- 

Ahdd-Wabab Mail (FabtfoB) 
Ktmu Iff CyfayTW ifaw- 

tow iiehtmtd Si. Znelefe 7W 3W 
3349. oiBy eu Smi, lOJOem-Sfm A 
5pm-8Jlfym.Uiia30/lw. 

Childna’f Drawtap 
Ceire Opam GaBeipL 0pm Home 
Groamds. Ceon. TN 342 0S89. Daiiy 
lOtm-lBpm. r^jdJVbv. 

Treoipe LTMl 

heOea CuPnnUMttitmw, 3 gdfatt* 
B-Uani^St.ZamMLlV3408791. 
lMfymFH4tam.J0mm-I.3(lpm^ 
4pn^^m. UntUiDec. 

Wads tw Fold Lep4 
Alice and Abden Ranizi Riz 

Adlf Blioallab rWattKnknna) 

Pwiiwi CMwj. 4 Ammiea fiMoWe 
& Gerdai Tel 354 7951. 
lOm-llfym. Itail 7Dee. 

FaraAHoaai 

An GaBo^ 3 BUeseim Si, Zorn- 
akt Tel 340 6293. Deify exe Sm. 
idJOoM-^pM A Spok-Opm. 25 Mgv-/2 
Dec. 

The Patr ai t Pbatnpaphy of Vai 
Loo 

Modi Cen^ia, AUC, 
Rdtan Sl Tei 357 5422. 
Deify exe Fri A Sei. 9em-lfym A 
dpm-ffym. 24 Nee-19 Dec. 
iwrimdM pcat n ii a of Daoya SbiS^ 
Taha ninda, Sfadi Abdri-Salaia. 
ead MOheoed Abdd-Wala^ 

Anhsak fat byptfaa Art 
Ben Peeke mtd Sfyed^ CeSeetlem 
Ukrery. comer ef B-SheM Jttta 
Old MaaotB- So, Dmemetm. TSd 357 
5436 Deify exe Frt 8J0eet-7pm: 
Thxf &J0aH-Jton A &r 
UnBiODee. 

The MHOin of Mr aod Mn 
haocd Mahaeead KhaD 

/ £dbnr EMMed Sl Dahd. Tel 
336 2376. Deify mUdi^ /On-t^R. 
EApfe laigea collection of mao. 
tBsah oeniny Ennipean art 


0OBMS> OMO* 
finaeUenntnUed b 

tMt/ieemm 


7k bh 
darmi^le 
wkLdi it a vise to dud: 


BMcatd (The CendeoBBO 

ruin -IT /, 12 miiielrrfilftr St, Dem- 

WML Td 779 537. Didfy lOm, 1pm. 

3pet.4pmASpm.JlkeBi.26MSi 

SownttiML Tel 575 5053. Deify 1pm, 

3.30pm. OJOpm A 9i3lfym. Ma^ 

Baa Sl aSipelix. Tel 258 0344. 

284. Deify lOem, Ipm. ^ 6pm A 

&. Meee. 17 B-AB &. Em- 
atbd^Demamm.7U^ 727. Dei- 
fy lOmn. Jpm. ijfM. 6pm A Ifym. El- 
BJbemTs^ Gbe. Tel 385 
I JOam Ipm. 3pm, 6pm A 
tax: sfimiK Si, Bd- 

Tel 3^4017. DBA ^ 

meI,Neerafy.Ta262 94m.DBfy 
10.30am. 3J!fym. 63(fym A 9.30pm. 
Stadag Mafamogd AbdetAas, Poun 
aodE&mSbddiqr. 

Naawa CThe Fliag) 

riimiia A 12 EmadeMh St, Dmm- 
tatm. TV 779 537. Deify lOem. lam. 
ioM, ^iM <i ^m. TUm A Hatr Qfy. 
ref 2d? 9407. Deify 10.30am, A54m 

lUi Egyotiaa vemoD ofFdal Atsao- 
doB on Abaeed ZaU. Yoon and 


fixaed by tiio Gbbo Open Ctatvoy. 

1.M M***ff”^*T Lld»TBri»a 
Gqmkeetfye neaoi^ Gamheiefya Sl 
T d 341 2926 21. 23-27 A 30 fkv, 
lima; 22 A 29 Nov. 2pm; 28 /lee. 

ifyOL 

far dK fin time in Egyp^ the 
TMieo Man o wieu w pmn V< 
(^NiaAidL 

AnUe Marie EnaamHe 
Ce e J ii mifye TTitetrt, ex (riove. 21 
Mm A**i. 

CannEiBd by Saldi <3iofaHU 

CaAttOponOreberin 
flaadioaiOB Tkaim at otano. 22 
Mm km 

Jw filer MBdacB 8 B¥*bi^. 

Amadeai Chamber ORkema 
SbiaB HeO, Opera Hotae, Gabe. Td 
341 2926. 22 Nee. 8pm. 

With sokriet Tadoa Releve, flee or* 
diefltoi, cc n dD Ct e d by Tatae Nmr. pe^ 
teas SaiaaBlB*s Gyp^ Daace^a ri- 
rim A orcheitn, Ttaiaa’a La Onoom 
ltd TocftL Gaianadoa’ Xlanwn Be- 
panolaa aod Badnmira qaaitet ao 2 
qi32 and Notme <E Madnd. 

Citao SyaqAeay (tachcftn 
Meta Aft C^ov Mpm ee ebave. 23 



Sf. Dameewn. Tel 575 4319. 
exe Fri, 8em.Spm: Fri 9em- 
ll.fSem A lpm8pm. 

The wurid’s BigsM coneokm of fin- 
laook and Ptolemaic treaemaa. 


Deify 

ll.lSe 


CaplIcMoanm 

Uar Gb^ Old Ctdn. 7U id? 8766. 
Ddfy exc Fri. 9am-4pm; Fri 9am- 


llamA lpm.3pm. 
i wjujiiAt-d coOecdoD of Coptic 


art 


and artefac ts. 


Mamie Mueom 

Port Said SL Ahmed Maher Sl Bab 
El-Khafy. nd 390 993QB9Q 1520. 
Deify exc Fri. 9am-^>m; FH 9am- 
U.30am A fym-4pm. 

A vast coQectiaa of Jalamic aitt and 
exafla. 

Mnn adBOodn EftyptiM Alt 
Opma House Gramm, GedXa. Td 
340 6861. Deify exe Uea, lOam-lpm 
A5pmh9pm. 

Mohamed Nagal Maat 
Oltaaar .ftwiiiiifc 9 Uaheaud Al- 
GmnASLGba. 

A amaemn devoted to fan po bdiit ga cf 
the AksKaDdrian aihhajal p icnea f of 
modem Egyptian art. 

MAnoiM Makhtar Maoen 
T^rir St, Getire. Deify exe Sen tad 

Mm.9m-IJkaL 

A iMiiMiiMt co l leelia n of w a da by 
: btahmoad Muhldai ; 

nLMS 


AkhaEMtaharCrwib^) 

Opn IJoiae Crtxmds, 
3^ 6861. Una 24 Nan 


Taha Haaseiii by Van Leo 

ei«y» (nBrfe r 

idtmO, SBTalaatHerbSLDammxen. 
TV 574 56S& Dafy Mean. iJkm 
SJOpm A &3lfyxn. 

Statnag tate aetqr Adel AdhaoL Samir 
Srixi m Jala Fdmd. 

ladifMadaaca Day , 

Me4b. 24 Takat Hath Sl ZJomitBmL 
Td 375 6362. Adfy 10am. Ipm. km 
ifym, 9pm A midr^tt. Nermemfy, 31 
BAhmm SC TV 250 0254. Deify 
I2J0, iJkm dJ4>m A 9J0pmi 
Dear A Sat midtt^a show. BUm, 
Maa£ &niKf Ataft KaOeyat B-Nasr 
Sq. Mao£- Td 352 3066. DaSfy lOam. 
Ipm. 3pm. 6pm d Sfym 

The Bade 

Et-Bemye Z B-Borreya MaO, Roxy. 
p*Jidttqmlix. Ddfy Ipm, 3mu. 6pm. A 
9pm; ThmSat i wMh fe ta maw. Htaatfr 
BEmrn I, Canddm B-NU St TV 574 
7436 Deify 1080am. IJOpm. 3J(^ 
630pm, 9J(^ A nddt^a. MSdre, 
35 Tdaai Bmb St Dawntomt TV 393 
3897. Deify 10^ Ipei, 3pm, ifym A 
km 

SeanCuuimy m Alcattaa. 


I El-Sae£, wifa AimriB pianirt 
Ste fa n Vtader, eoDdnets Abntqr*e 
Metway icr Ordmtn, Deetbevu'a 
Gonceno no 5 far ajaao aod atUialin 
aod Biatan' Symplmy ao 1. 

ChfldRo’a Choir 

StaaB Aft Open Haase, as ahem 
MNar, time. 

C oin in g by Mri am ed Ibrahim Ab- 

Aillah 

The Barapean CaiiimoaHy Clamba 
Ouheitra 

OtOaBaB, OpemBeaxe.eadtme.26 
Mm km 

THEATRE 


EI>TOa WeMEmra ffhe Ring and 
TteBnceM 

E5-TdPm TTkeOne, AtAe Sq. 
7V937948. 

Ydna El-Taher AbdaOa'a mas- 
toplBce adqiied far te theatre. 

blimlitot mZaPab (Oe 

Kingdom of A Wafvei) 

Ahis I Ptatat mZ gynol gift 

^bddya fkem. 2hf 59i 
7783. 

DneetedbylUril Amin. 

ElOrtgBrl (Ihe Gypay) 
EPSelam IbeAt. Qasr B- 
AM St Deify exc Man. 9pm 
TV3552484. 

Directed by Shaker Abdel- 
imir 

BaDe (Fanfare) 

jAdtaif Mer Tkan. Toes- 
jgfdMa A JdbdlMtMBBr. 7bf 
402 0804. Daify lOj^ 

Stanbu Salah EHaadam, <B- 
leeled Samir El- Aafami 

Et&a^nieCbemi 
E5Mm Tkeelre, Qm B- 
Abd. Td 353 2484. De^ exe 
36 aa,StM 

A’b*AB(OgbIIeeis) 

EeOe Thtmn, 4 Tdeat Htnb St 
Dawattpm. Td 578 4916 Daify km 
BedAThrHfym. 

Et-Farm El-Amna . 

Puppet Tkeaee, Aidba 
0954. TheSmt ftikm 
lima. 


OkDadeKiM 
laba Se. TVW 
Ufym:Fri A Smt 


LECTURES 


lUMr. II2 Tdeir St Dodd. Td 335 
3726 Ddfy ijan, Ifym A 9pm. Sant 
t. IS EatadedOa s. Demmam. Td 
924 830. Dmfy iOam. Ipm. 3pm. 6pm 
A9pm. 


GMra. Td 


Ahmed Maher received the 

State Qeriivby Amd fir dni drimt 

film 

FrencbFBma 

Freweh Cubtad Centre, BeOtpelb 
: 27ktai dtedka A tawrik 
lb. Td 417 4824. 

(194S). Daoeted by AmM 
Mrims^ stanog iota 
Andris Mqiao and Wcctai 
.2lNm,7pm. 

' Cuburnl Cean, Mesmira «t- 
iwa Medraeet BBoqeaq El- 
FmsfyaSt Uemdra. TV354 7679. 
E^eb, as Above. 23 Nan 7pm. 
Bialraiix an La Grande Vie. Doen- 
i m ai M i y BbI by «!■■«■■<■■■ Rqq- 

deoL 2d Mm km 

U Feauae InfIdA (1969). Dtaected 
byCtandBOafamLIf/^. 7pm. 

German Staa 

Aok tamtam: 5 Abdd-Sdam ArB 
St Ootmaown. Tef 575 9877, AO Am 
fibns an in German uAA EngBsk sub- 
ttdet 

Directed by bcvio Stabd 
]Qbb 9 Matte Btandanef; 
the film is baaed on A u cnr el by 
KbosMun. 22 Mm lima. 

Knife ta A Hand (1975). Dirasted 


Cdra S k nataa, B-Gelae St Gba. 
Td 360 6081. &8y 1630am. IJOpm. 
Ukm dJfam 9J0pm A MlAgta 

fTJAmi 65AbddHaddBademSt 
HeBapeBs. Td 293 1072. Deify 
J.3^ A 9J0pet 
faritmle A^ani nd Shiioii Stone tnite 
te maHnele devQUi eebemeL 

RnmAln ABnnx 
Eire0B26thMrB.Domtewn.TV 
373 3053. Deify 1pm. SJOpm. 63lfym. 


CiilfealDedrian 

Borfei A f5 Samdedtai St Dam 
tpwa. TV 924 8^ Dafy lOast Jpet 
km k*>^km 

Bad 


> A CorntAe B-tB St 
TV 574 7436 Deify lOJOnt IJOpm. 
JSepet 63^X0, PJkM ft adftdgta 


AShnpleTtetetofFrie 
EP Bm rqfe A Et-Bi 


Niddan Short Story: A Noir Stream 
ta Egjptten litarWinre 
The Netherixads far Ax- 

Aeeetegy end AreMe SnOet / Dr 
Mahmoud Aaai Si; Td 340 

0076 21 Nov. SJfym. 

Lectnre by Mohamed Hdmi, fiom A 

Anfanda and Birds ta Coptic Art 
Roam 203. Eare Eeeht ami Sfyeebd 
CaBeedems lArarj. camr if £f- 
BaAk Khan and Mansom’sts. Td3S7 
5436 24l*m. fym. 

Lecime by Gamclat Galaa. 

The Mabaagt Gyck 
French Cnbnrm Centre. Mmadra an- 
nex, Madraaet EtBaeoaq £L 
Fmemfye St hOamdra. TV 354 7679. 
24Nor.2pm. 

‘MahsBX mil Ebyptr bsr A Wamef; 
‘Itlalian and Deatniy” fay M Rnbft, 
*TlR Sane of Action m A Mabanz 
NoveT by S Matea 

The Aarihattea oTMriran 
Firmwl Orimrri Gmm: Momdra an- 
nex,aaaboim. 25 Nor, 5.3fym. 

Lectmn by Fancnte da Saint QUran. 

Mai r a ai mri Egypt: laftaenem on 
lUtmtue 

: CUhnf Cmtaa JtaMtai ar- 
neKetabeim 26Mer, fyet 
wwi flmiMi ELGhham. twiri Ran 
deai^ **«*—”»* Scaf and Beiliir El- 
Seba'L 

B-dtaandoim: Becmt WOtfci by 
FatmdQandl 

Qdre MeBmi 2 Emim BhDaide St 
Sothnen Pasha k- 7<f 584 5570. 26 
Nett tarn 

Wifii Stiab Faft. Haaliim Fadn, S^od 
ELSafaiatn and Medbat El^iayab 

OdtaR and TVaAlani ta Romiaii 
French Oitawf Comn: BdMpoBs 
amec. 27 Sabri Ain Aim St liainiBo 
, HetepoBs. Td 417 4826 27 Nov. 


63Cpm 


Aft 

(pm 
ThnrSai 


Cobrar of N^tt 

Thfev, II2 TVtrirSt Dodd. Td 335 
5726 Tha A Sat midid^ shew. 

MUSIC 


LesPtahenrade Paries 
Mata Aaft (Mere Hoiae, Gesba. Td 
34/ 2926 27-22 ft 24-25 Nor. fym. 
Cempoitd by George Bteel and per. 


Iflf^^^DI&OO CQDCCt It of 

teg to piess. Boverer, it lennios tme 
to dwefc wifii veiuKJ fitiL iteca 
gnmmesp dates aod fimp.K ire nkof't 
to change at voy rimt BOlieB, 

PI—» m ln luiM Mwl inflm m tinii fn 

tjg»"irs At-AInm Weekijt Gaha Sl, 
Cairo. Tel 5786064. 

CompSed ty 

U^m-Kmahaf 


Around the galleries 



Abdel-Waliai) Muni 


The Sdi Youth Salon cutreotiy occiDieo flie 
Imics of the Centre for Arts, Zamal^ sho^w 
()ver 200 wodu by ailsts D»ier 35. Ilie show if 
lustFStes bolli the diversity of techniques and of 
fiudution that diancterises aw i ta n pwaiy prac- 
tice and includes huge, abstract worics by the 
pijge-wnmzng Shridi J&Nethoii&t^ and ao 
award winniiig installatioo by Abon 

Zeid, rtnmpriging bn"dlea of Vialf h iime d SCWg- 


A very personal 



What does Cavafy mean to you? 
Hala Halim gathers the answers 
proffered by scholars at last week's 
eth International Cavafy Symposium 


"Pivm aOltSii and all J said 
ietnoanebytoJmdoutvAoI'was. 

An obstado war tftere distortu^ 
the acdoas and Ae manna" 

An djstade was often Aere 
to sU^ me -when I'd be^ to speak. 
From BQ> most lamtdieedaedans, 
n^' mod veiled writing — 

Jnjm these alone Iwui be understood. 
But may be it isn’t worth SO muiA 

concern, 

so imnA ^^07 to discover vdto 

Jreallyam. 

Later, in a more peifoct society, 
sometmeelsem^justUkeme 
is certain to tqgfoar and act freely." 

**Hidden Things”, Cavafy 

TrftnaiatwH by Rrirnnnd Keeley and Fhil- 

^Shenafd 

“Hiddai Things” may well echo 
fhrou^ the rmtAe of the 
who assemble eveiy year to elucidate 
the Kib and oeuvre of die Alexandrian 
Gredc poet Constantine P Cavafy 
(1863-1»3). Id previous years the In> 
teriiarimMl Cpafy Synqioauin, organ- 
ised by Kostis Modoof^ cultural coun- 
sellor at die (jieek embassy in Cairo, 
provided a forum for Cavafy scholars, 
with die scope of pt^ieis erqMmding u> 
inclode compsiative stuiSes. This, die 
6tb synqiosiuai, however, threw down a 
^u^et to die assembled Cav^ 
afblogists; “Cavafy: My penonal q>- 
ptoadT was to be the dime of the pa- 
pers read this year. Academics were 
solicited to disdose sometfaing auto- 
biogrqdiical — their first encounter 
w^ Cavafy's work, die wayin whidi h 
mfineiiced dieir thought, their lives. 

Reactfans, hq^pily, were varied, lev^ 
elatory and, in some cases, extreme. 
While some ^leakers leqwrided in al- 
most confessional mode, others would 
have none of that at alL Eminent Cavafy 
scholar Dhnitii Daskslopouios came to 
the podium briefly to amioimce, quite 
urbt^fy, that Cavafy’s influence on 
him was too personal a sdpect, one that 
he was not ptqnred to d&cuss. Later, 
a^ien prevailed iqxm to come to die po- 
diinn once sgshL Daskalc^xmlos pro- 
QHftdwrf tn A-hpnntn the mihitmrm /ifina. 
vafy tm Greeks •— be di^ poets or the 
genoral reader. Asserting diat there 
were many nryfbs about Cavafy, he 
went on to deconstruct the long hdd 
view that the Alexandrian poet’s in- 
flueoce was already discosuble in 
QroBce in die first decades of century. 
Greece’s awareness of Cavafy, Das- 
kalopoulos clniifiwl , was through E ^ 
Former’s Alexandria: A History and a 
Guide, tims it came via the med^on of 
the i^TigHab novelist But, he added, 
fimn the 1960s onwards C^avafy gained 
a wide readership in Greece arid his in- 
fluence became more pronounced 
among Greek poets. 

Before chattiiig Cavafy’s place in bis 
own “qnn&ial topogt^by”, Tbddd)i 
professor of Coomarative Ltbaiatuie 
Murat Beige descimed faims^ as an 
amateur of many flrings wzdi no chums 
to bmng an expert on the Alexandrian 
poet ^ conyexsatioa, it tianiqiired diBt 
Beige had translated James J<Q«e’s 
DuUinerstasiiPortraBtoftheArtistesa 
Young Man into T Virtish — and much 
that he had to say was reminisceiit of 
StqdMQ, paitjeularfy hi Ubfsses.) His 


first acquaintance with 
Cavafy, Bdge said, dat- 
^ ba^ to 1962 when 

he just returned 
fiom the US an^ then 
in his early twoities, 
was trying to discover 
Us city, Istonbol, and 
his own identity. Cem- 
ing across some of Ca- 
vafy's poems in Law- 
rence Darrell’s 

Aletumdria Quartet, 

Beige had at first as- 
sumed him to be a fio- 
tive poet since he fitted 
in 80 well within the 
British novelist's w<xk. 

Stmrdy aflerwards he 
read Nikos Ka~ 
zanlzakis’ Zoiba the 
Greek, and later Cav^ 
in translatioiL Roaming 
throu^ Istanbul, read- 
ing Cavafy's Alex- 
andria and Zorba’s '* - 

Dele, Beige said he 
‘‘b^an to feel more m 

Meditetranean than 
T iirlrixh, and aiso more 
Istaoboolite flian Turk- 
ish — identifying more 
with my city dim with 
tbecocffiti3^. 

Elliptic^, almost tantalisin^y. 
Beige threw a few notes towards criti^ 
BniTirnfftite on Csvafy’s TOeoy. He ob- 
served that Cp^ tiaimlated better into 
Tinkisb d«n into Englinli because of die 
Mediteiiaiiean quality of his poetry. He 
also noted that the ap parent anplkity 
of Cavafy's poetry was “not God- 
given" but “v^ oonsoucted”, how the 
Alexandrian poet lived widi a great deal 
of agony but was able, “through time 
and ae^ietics, to transibim the pain 
into wisdom”, in a way that recalled tiie 
Nietzcdiean dichotomy of the Dionysian 
and the ApoUoniaiL Returning to the 
personal note, Beige explain^ tiiat 
“nowadays I don’t nuich erepbasise my 
Meditenaneamiess because Tve al^ 
sorbed iT, coDchidmg thai in his “gjir- 
topo g r ^ diy, h’s good to have Ca- 
tiaae: te*s a good gu^ a good 
fiioid, a good ti eighh fmr — h’s good to 
be with Im”. 

Having come armed with a paper on 
Us PhD thenis wfakdi rc-reods C^avafy's 
work whhin the framework of post- 
colonial literati^ Martin McKms^ 
found himself giving an altogether dif- 
ferent talk. If; as ^cbolas Maigaritis 
<«ce noted, (Cavafy came to write 
“poems sound like the exegetical 
scholia penned in reflective moments by 
some poeticafly gifted archivist of an- 
cient texte and manuscripts”, the per- 
sonal theme at the synpostum allowed 
a not dissimilar Cavafian e xperim ent to 
enierge from the iimiginaiia of McKin- 
sey’s papers. As a down and out 19- 
year-old bangh^ out in Athens, McKin- 
scy first came across a 1963 edition of 
die Cavafy canonica] poems — poo^ 
be tiiat spoke dcree^ to him. 
McKin^ amused hinweif by sub- 
stituting a few names here and there to 
adt^ the poems more literally to his sit- 
uation as with his rendition of Cavafy's 
*Tf Only Tb^’d Thke tiie Trouble”. 

In the orighial the young Syrian pro- 
*)nacticaDy homeless and 



Senpfs priest, 
C13S-161. 


broke This fatal city, this Anti- 
och”, contemplates offering Ins semces 
to any one of three meicenaiy leaders 
who go by names like Slavey and 
Hookm^ — imless “the mighty gods 
... the trouble/ to create a foortii, a 
decent man”. McKinsey replaced tiie 
names of Hooknose and Co. by those 
of various schools in Athens where he 
considoed English, unless tiie 

gods intervened. This, McKxns^ ex- 
plained later in conversation, devdoped 
into a lor^ pursuit — Tiecaise Carafy 
lerids hirrisra to ad^itation”. In some of 
Us ex p e rim eaits, he would rum an erotic 
poem into one *^tidsing the re- 
lationship with books”. Certainly, 
McKinsey's description of bis first 
vafy book and its ptogtesshn^ fiayed 
condition which it the feel of “old 
flasner, and tiie twist of fate vriiereby 
he lost ft in the mail between tiie US 
(hoece this year, partook of the 
erotic. 

As to Nikos Pap aud reou, autisK' and 
son of the late prime-minister of 
Greece, die first time he heard tiie name 
(Cavafy was when as a teenager he was 
hving in exfle in Canada. One evenh^ 
be recalled, ins feiher, latiier than dis- 
cuss politics recited Oivafy’s “Ithaca”. 
The poem, P^iandieou recalled, spoke 
direi^ to him about the experience of 
exile, though at tiie time be felt am- 
bivalent ab^ “Waiting for the Barbar- 
ians’'. Desoibing tbe barbarians “as a 
kmd of solution” that might redeem a 
decadent society all decked out, in vain, 
to welcome ^em, the poem lefl Pa- 
pandreou wemdering whether tbe bar- 
barians. in co n te ny otaiy terms, wonid 
be tbe dictatotsbip in Greece. But it was 
Cavafy’s **lhe City” which non him 
over to the Alexandrian piM and, years 
later, he was to draw on it in fa^ own 
book Tim Tales and a Story. 

It was also in a politically charged con- 
text that emment Greek fihnrrtolmr Nikos 
Koundouros first read Dwafy. In his ear- 
ly twenties, durmg tbe crvxl war agnioB 


Fartr^tSf sees 

Cavnfy’spoeiuBS 
being as tranathmally 
nDBnced BS F^inn 
ixo rtrMttire 

the Germans, he came i^xm 
aCavafycoDectioohiahide- 
cMt wfam he todc sbeltor and 
thus immened himsdfni the 
Alexandrian QredE*s. uni- 
verae. 

Hie petsonal >«aiiMiineg 
given Ity the speakers were 
not fiee of fan^. In a bdd^ 
xmpassioiied nedilation oo 
the iBvasals.brov^ oa by 
time, Fbotini Tsafiko^tou, 
fer exaiiqil^ brbqght toisdt: 
er Cavafy and an e&riy 
woman vendor of talismans 
ritt had seen two years ago 
at I^shawi Cafe m Caso. 
This year, Tsalik»g)iod said, 
she bad seen tbe same wnzH 
an, exce{ri that die was beg- 
ffDg. This levasal in .ffar? 
Innas had lemmded her of 
shnilsT twists in Cavafy’s 
p oems as well as tiie pattem 
of early neglect of fais work 
fbllo^ by ^ ever- 
growing recognouHL To 
Apostoloas Fqiaraaiioa, the 
hypodiesis put forward by 
an Alexandrian ar- 
chaeologist that Alexander 
^ Great’s tocab.inqr be lo- 
cated in tiie Cha^. ce- 
metnrira ofland a very fgd hnsge: givai 
that Cavafy is buried at tiie Ched: Or- 
tiiodox Cemeteries also in -Oialby, it 
would only be fitting that tbe two gr^- 
est Greeks Egypt had known should be 
lying in such jvoxiinity. As was the case 
in previous syooposia, the absence of 
Eii^irii abstrabs of pepeis deliveied in 
Gi^ was keeDly fo& 

Aming die irachons touches of fhe 
6tfa International Cavafy Synqi o saim 
was tiie inclnsioa of die visnal arts. 
There was tbe exhiintion held at the Ca< 
v^ Museum of Anna Boghiguian ’s 
pamtings nnd drawings inspired by the 
Alexandrian poet’s 1& and woifc (see 
AlnAhram ffeehfy* ^^20 Novemto). 
Moskof s dedsian to invite Emdnoqme 
Doxiadis, author of The Mysterious 
Feyum Porfyedts: Faces from Andent 
Egypt to qieak was also very k ] 

Tbe Payum pairails, as he 
were to anbqnity what Cavafy is to 
modecnity: an instance of cnisfroultiiral 
encounter between Greece and Egy]^ 
After setting the Fayum potnails in 
their historical and reli^ous contei^ 
Doxiadis traced iconogcqxhic and sfy- 
tistic c oD ventions from classical Gre^ 
portraituie via the Fayum pmtiailB — 
vrinch came to mcotpomte Fhaiaoiiic 
elements — to (be lel^oos art of By- 
zantium. As Doxiadis also pomted out 
in her two Cavafy, paitteulady in 
his hishxicai poems, e;q)loied the nu- 
ances of moments of transition between 
one cuhuxe and another, one leligkm 
and another. Showing a portrait of a 
priest of Serqiis, Doaadis quoted Ca- 
vafy’s *Triest at the Sei^iekm” in 
wtich a Christian son beseeches Christ 
to his grief over his fether “even 

thooi^ he was — tenable as it is to say 
it ^^pciest at that accmaxMl Serqieioa*’. 
Later in convetsation, Doxiadis com- 
mented tiiat throngh ^ rcseairiies on 
the Fayum portraits, sense Cavafy 
poems bad come to mean so much to 
her ti^ she foimd it impossible to read 
them in public. 



The Adonisian lesson 

Ferial J Ghazoul examines the insights afforded by the Syrian poet Adonis in An tntro- 
ducUon to Arab PoeticSt essential reading for anyone who seeks to understand Arab culture 


At Cairo Atelier are SO sentimental neo- 
Pfaaiaoiuc pawrtTfige By NaiBa Omar, 
tbe praises of fori^ and the ND^ together wiQ) 
red dually figurative and emotiaBany charged 
canvases by Abada El-Zohrizi, while at Khu 
Maghrabi the painter Abdcl-Wahab Mnrsi 
sbn^ a series of aneedotai wads mspred by 
popular life. 

Re^dewedb/Magvfm&dMri 


An Introduction to Arab Poet- 
ics by ^ poet-critic Adonis is 
a sifm, profourri and graceful 
book. Its (^ective is ostensibly 
Arab poetics, but h goes coa- 
siderabty bqrond tiie coufines 
of poetic issues. It contextual- 
ises the drixate over Arabic 
poetry in Arab aesthetic |diil- 
osoiAical ihnwgfc*! politics and 
idemty. It offers insi^itfbl 
views of tiie Self and tiw Other, 
of au t h ority arid creativity, 
while handling mtelligeittiy 
of metre, Curative 

’ anH rtu» r ^ Tum 

boi^ m my opinion, is 
Tmdmg fix any one 
who wants to understand Arab 
culture and hs coutmuous wa- 
vering bet w e en die herita^ 
and the future, between tradi- 
tional values and modem m- 
noitatioDS. The book I 
in a series of lectures I 
at the prestigkfiU College de 
loanee m Fans in May 1984. 
The oral genem of the book is 
probably beldnd its flowing 

^ academic prose, 
clasac hraodoctioo to Chinese 
poetics, The Art of (Mnese 
Poetry by James Liu, h pro- 
vides tiie necessary refer en ces 
without ennesang the novice 
reader with technical details. 
The collected four lectures en- 
titled re^Msetively “Poetics and 

Orality m Jafatliyya [pro- 
igiamie Arabia}”, “Poetics and 
tiie InfiueDce of tbe (^uran” 
Toetics and Tbou^bT and 
“Poetics and Modamty” were 
pobliriied in Arabic (Dto al- 
Adab) and in Fiendi, in&»- 
dneed by tiie fieodb ptM Yves 
Boimefoy (EditioDS Sindbad), 
in 1985. The conqietent fiag- 


lish translatkm by Caflierine 
Cobfaam appear e d in 1990. 
The book r emain.*! fiush, per- 
tinent and provocative. It can 
be equalfy enjoyed by tiiose 
readhig for the first ttme a 
wrak on Arab poetics as well 
as by scholars vei^ in the 
Arab critic^ discourse. 

Adonis is tbe pen name 
adopted by *AJi Ahoiad Sa’id 
— a child prodigy who leched 
his poetry in his native Syria at 
tiie age M 14 to the admiration 
of connoisseurs. No single liv- 
ing poet can claim as many di^ 
ciplm as Adc^ has, but Iw has 
prot^ly as many enemies as 
discipl^ if not more. Con- 
trovoaal as be m^ be, neitiier 
foes nor fiieods can droy that 
he has marked tiie poetry of tiie 
second half of ^ twentieth 
century witii his infant. He 
has transformed Arabic poetry 
and called for radical disoges 
in aestiietic sensibility. His ^ 
unleashed creative energies 
and wreaked havoc in tbe liter- 
ary establisbinettL Like NazQc 
AJ-Malaika before him, Adonis 
sou^ to fiee poetic language 
from hs strai^acketa. While 
Al-Malaika — tbe Iraqi poet 
vriw contribattd to liberating 
poetry from traditional con- 
straints tiuough her verse and 
criticism — mottilised folk 
poetics as an ally, Adonis al- 
lied himself with the mystics 
and called upon their rich met- 
aphoric langi^, dieir poetics 
of fiagmentatioo and ti)^ aib- 
1^ texts diet defy standard 


B^kte more than a dozen 
poetry collections; translations 
of Saint Jobta<Per^ Georges 
g<^hfrh?d* and Racine; Aik^ 


has written about half a dozen 
works on poetic theoiy, tiie 
rnost lofluenttel one was pub- 
lished in die mid-seventies in 
three vohnn^ Al-Htbaa wai- 
ibdaa CTmitation and In- 
novation”). The Arabic title, it- 
selfi gives a glinipse of die 
riiyfomic piflimess of tiie Ad- 
onistan style. Rfuqpsodic and 
analytical, lyrical aod phil- 
osophicaL Adonis writes.his es- 
says in a ah inmierui g prose like 
that of Barthes or Btuaille. Es- 
sentially, be is interested in re- 
structuring tbe collective imag- 
inatiOD and liboating the mind 
from the staekles of dog- 
matism. Altiiough his concern 
is very mudi the outcome of 
tbe cultural crisis of the Arabs 
as post-colonic subjects, tiie 
issues be raises are gltfoC and 
univessal. They deal with ^ 
dichotomy of oral/written, au- 
zal/visuaL word/figure which 
have exercised the mind of hu- 
mantind from antiquity till 
now. 

In his imrodoctoiy book, 
Adonis is diatiiKfig into a co- 
herent argumeiit years of re- 
flection on tbe cultural impedi- 
ments to take off for post- 
independent Ajab pemle. For 
him, poetry b not sinqily a me^ 
tic discouiEe, but a oeative vi- 
sion, ao angle tlnou^ which 
we can experience the world 
creatively. While radical think- 
ers like Nietzsche and Derrida 
Strive to open up the philosoph- 
ical discourse to fhe play of 
poetry and metaphor, Adonis 
hopes to open 'up everyday life 
to poetic praxis. A dreamer per- 
il^ bin a researcher nev- 
erteless is our Adonis. He ob- 
tained his doctorate exploring 


the latent and manifest in Arab 
cultural history. His motivation 
has been to awaken the dor- 
mant energies of hb people 
Modennty for him b not aho- 
gettier an alien inqxn^ in its 
deep sigtrificance, h oor- 
le^oods to the long history of 
di^dents and innovalors who 
were silenced ax maigjnalised 
in Arab cultnre and history. 
Where he errs, however, b 
when he identifies all re- 
sistance movements to h^- 
emonic and orthodox orders as 
necessarily revolutionary. It b 
difficult to limp such varied 
orientations as tbe Khawarij, 
the Mu'tazilites and tbe Sufis m 
one basket as be presumes to 
do in hb advocacy of the anti- 
establishment stance. What 
Adonb b really after b tbe dis- 
ruption of a totalitarian anag- 
matioa, creating a space vriiere 
alteniative paradigm can be 
generated. Through an qris- 
- temological break, Adonb 
hopes to activate die Airmawt 
creative energies. StMoehow. 
and peiliqis naively, he ex- 
pects tbb cultural shock, and 
the questioning of the es- 
tablboed, will uncover a sym- 
phonic discourse, instead dis- 
sonance has been the order of 
the day with the breakdown of 
the canons. 

Tbe pattern that Adonb un- 
covers m Arab poetic sensibil- 
ity b an (^rposition between 
tiie moooifeoiuc, which be as- 
sociates pre-lsiamic oral- 
ity, and the reflective poetics of 
wiitii^ which takes its in- 
spiration fiom the text of tbe 
(^’an, especially as coi> 
edved by tiie elevratii-centuty 
hteraiy critic and Qur’anfe 


Al-JagariL Adorns 
then sitnates post-Islsmic poets 
and critics into these two "«wn 
cuzrenb with a Hafinite pnw- 
iteging of wbat he ealb the : 
“poet^ of writing. When ' 
Adonb addresses tii owgh* hi' 
Arab colturaJ harifaigB^ he dis- 
tinguishes tine fiH d s, tiiat of 
litemy cnticism vridch ***- 
sentia^ fevoored orality m*A 
took pre-Isbinie poetry fix* a 
mod^ that of ' lingnrstics 
(grammar and rhetoric) and iw- 
hgjous sciences Qurispradence 
and theology), botii of which 
divorced truth fiom fnenyhnr^ 
and knowledge from poetry. 
Even philosOThy, which ^- 
fered from these fields, con-, 
thuied to consider poetry in- 
simificant in tiie realm of 
reuection. The result was on- 
mbtai^Iy either a rejection of 
poetry or its reduction to mere 
cptertaimnent. There were, 
however, a few — like AI- 
NifGiri^ the Otystic and A1-' 
Ma’am the idiuo50|diical poet 
— • wh o fused Tii«» j i » ii i g widi 
metqihor. These rx m e rili ttw got 
only tbe mtellectual gsaealogy 
of Adonis, but also the pn> 
cursors of such modemisb as 
Mallarm^ and Breton, ac- 
cording to hb analogies. Thus 
Adonis manages not oidy to re- 
read Arab cultural histoiy »»iH 
polities in a new liebL but 
^ii^comspSiacesbe. 
iwccn Westeot modetribb 
Arab medievalists who n es te d 
against the gram, so to ^leak. 
in ^ way, Ado^ solves two 
pnmiems with one go; tke oi^ 
position between Traditijm *nd 
Modernity on one hanf and 
that between the Self ^ fhe 

Other, on the other handj' 
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asked for pereqnal revelations,:- this'we^ the /^b world's leading poets will gather in Cairo for the Festival of Arabic poetry 

Fix>i|i and Seven Gates 


The Iraqi poet ^adi Vous^f, who will be 
reading his poetry during Saturda/s opening 
of the Festival of Arabic Poetry, wrole-An AA- 
fegory and Seven Gates in 1988, whm he 


was living in Belgrade. Given the auto- 
biographical nature of the poem, it seems 
logical to read Baghdad — a dty the poet 
has not visited since 1979 — for Marrakech. 


At the opening of the four day festival Saadi 
Youssef will be joined by Mahmoud Darwish 
and Ahmed Abdel-Moeti Hegazi, among oth- 
ers, on stage at the Cairo Opera House 


By SaacU Yousscrf 


Prdadti Tiro brondiei flutt- hove bett 
broken 

me dien toro candlos and cater 

OnpAidbofyoiirgeiBsdoIIanoGk ' 
or at disk fpmkl my banquet m its Oii^hold? 
*nw walls are staling - 
tfamiswiiting 
and a book of se 
a water wheel tmmng 
and fbe e<doar a desert 

(writing w to awnl y 

Ifow plater, 

oo^rincdiofyoargatesdo'Iknodc 
or at dodc aoy banqueC? 

Dusk on Ifae wall^ ibe laie' tower'hostage to 
die sidrSeB* ni^ 

and die reads mvisible 

The hneofplaster-on die wall die niniy light 

for in titft AirimwM irf fhig hihyrinA - : 

h alone a ppe ars in conliast light.. 

Where is toe brass lantern ' 
with rotating liglit 
green 
tbenUne 

then a wodd made of bias^ 

Was Red Maoalcedb not in dns places 
«as the gate not here widi divans 
andank? 

Are the' 

beneath &6 tzaveDmg gold 
that comes and goesf ' 

And where is my libcaiy? 

Tree, it is two eentmies. anoe .we were 


yet still I see the didverpackBd 
gilded 
Morocco leadier . 

widi caOigrqili^ dut bdrnys ncdiiiig of its 

WEiter 


Let me ^a addleby -die curve of diewalL 
and xemenibar the reads... . . 

Who knows? 

Maybe l will end akooc 
andwhoknows?- 

h^ybe 1 will recogidse the gate 1 used re take: 
It is Red ManakedL 


1 


To the snow re die Bi^ ' 

... r,..,, 

To the snow oc re^saa- 

fliwt mniM 


PaJmbeeslndreirahtifhs. _ . ; . 

posh your stes fiirdier 

towards God^s hod, 

towards a fttishlmottad in die sodL . 

How did snch pidm trees 

comerebeh^ 

how were dity snddealy ereebd? . 

What dates ^krered like cameKan fitan 
Yemei^ 

over diw ears of bodey ' 
atbreakfiistthDe... 

The first 1see» comes <^the pahn leaver 
dre other is heavy widi cedv. 

Yon mignDt pahn trees 

ymi itiWnrwwnrntnin 

the water chills my pahn ' 

holdmg wikldtyir^ 

fWWtf 

myuli... 

The fii 9 has sailed 
wondtons Valencia is 
We diali lehsn to desert pads 
and shall proceed; as we did, on the pbsbl 

renter 

caravans dnD chase one anodier IScB die beads . 

ofasbsny. 

P lmiglm^liiTWiigii tiiennnd, 

threi^ onr camels* bones 
oor desdnaliOD win be Afnca, 
orexile, 

on die fingett^ of dioee we love wfil be:. 

dients^ 

hernia 

and gold, 

win be 

death and games 


AnH b^ iinw, tiifl rt MigerianjhgteyHdb. 
The dyiog pahn tseea dio not GonvcasB wfih me- .. 
nor is die cedar . folded, hf die 

b ree a e ... 

! diose I bve have gone 

__Jlremein... • .a.- • *.. ' ’ '« 

1 am not a sword noDtidied 17 the pnmiire of . 

die bl wffy. . 

I raly 'wantto meetdiDse Ilove 
OlOMtoirer. 


and I re 


nree of the boose are sunoo n^ by 

' streams. 

and die water qoietenB 
beneadi a bd^ mde : 

The water cwnes fiqm n&r. 

Thm are the snmnnts, mvidU^ 
bm thmr ere vddte 

diey said: beyond diem lies die desert 
di^ said: b^ond is bieek Afika 


and veiled men 


TThiehmMeissiBro!nndedlvsd»aa» . 

Into die cold water I fippra nykftpa hnmd 

WBuBd*. 

to find rey ri^ p^Adcmbfii^ 


( . 

tsimtesi g wit erni ai y, .womd copie 


and inqdie die 


treasnre 

worddboathiBid. 


in die son of its small oonttyaid 

wAsop^ and payer ' 
with oor mddie^'' . . 
die boose' 


Jbvie n^ stq», in twenty years of joor> 

neying, 

covered .more gtomid dian diat allowed 
by limits of die hortzoo, 
a greater distmoe dnn borders irtiich I 
■ dM not define. 

If the ends of the boose in Maodmch 
have ifissendiled 

vAat maiiwig ' i Miwne fyf tlot 

bouse?- 

And if the path to die bonsc-is lost re me 
what is dreioe of a pa& to the boose? 


Yon standing on die towert 
' Yon sbldieia of die ehy! 

Yon dmokards of Execntion Sqoatel 
Yonwarelibose waDst 


HI . 

•TrtisnbeapottBr 

My fidfaer- said: yon wxD leave -os dien? 
A^Ittyrbow? 

He sa^. whoever creates the firm of 
bods finm dtfu fly. 

and rnmAent ■ 

Confronted hytoa H<ifiwn n*s rtiop 

X drew iwiftw i ng^ giring at dlC. 

jpotteiy 

Thn Haftonp asked: 

Do yon come to bi^ 

Thkesjar 
Tafeednspot 
That nm ■ 

‘Talma bird... 

And vdien'yoa grow tqi 

bnog me die fist hMimi of 3re»r- 

A u rttmi .rf rnarrmp^ my nem 

Itookdieliinl 

-and sal, t nmN i g it , ., 

‘ - AM Ibn Aftoun whiqiaed: 

As 1C niy son, yon want wiD9 

Coin&M . ^ ^ . . « • • ' • • ^ 

. AM atmoo^ he-pidkd me: 

YoafiaH.be a'potta; 

And 1 fiaD get dm first £iham of your 

mysoL 


AMherelietiim 

with 20 yens daoii^ tbe.kmgdomis of 
fbeeardimtow 

^dnnr 

1 made dKXBaads oflmds 
1 tamed dreoands of pots dfibcate as die 

breeze' 

In Valeoda I £scov«red the ddaiy of 
' . ookun . 

to B^MM 1 taugta ymnig die 

office 

I wanted wings 
Aadlflew 

As if sty name was dw wandertiig tonL.. 



^ tM 




diLUSSJtj.j^ 

Jl^lj 


l>s*.Ul 




•31.^1 


I lSig,ll t|H> 


\i-~ •*** I 

.L«ij 
iSHa ol^gk 


IU.JI ^ 

t(^l DaIm Aiff 

^ ci\i 0 ! 

tiijl 141^ 


AM toda^, L ended hec^ widi dns dif- 
ficult eveoing: 

Do I enter 

or dnart once more? 

Bto ibn Hxfroon a^ of me 

fif gt Ari wwi of twy 


IV 

AMifeverTeiiiBredfQrwfaamfiouIdraid^- 
AM vfiat woinan 1^ intM nqr night step? 

die desolation of pafis 
. yiMwli owatdidiertar ' 

from die casements of the towec.. 

Let me be cfin frir a moment 
aM xert niy head ireon a rtooec 
I am exhausted widi wandeiiiig 
willt night pafis, 

Aifia 

open a window of your desertedpelace 
■ l^otofvaxDOinent ' . 
frir 1 stud bfimd die walL. 

. WwMlpful AiafiB .. .. 

doesH^fiW ~ 

eiwMiwiTy iiiwlliit g in tjimg ebn? 

1 dioagto nv Rndetotom wre pnnd^ 


BustraSon: Gemt Shdi( 


aM die caravans 
and the women di^ give btoh oc dae are 

■ bom.- 


in nig ht? 

Yom fice; growiog smaller- 
growmgbisBBr 


hurley 

not loosen, yoot hstr diat cmled into 


on your bare fioiilder^ 
bentifb] Aifia 
clover 

losthofi ■ 
tute ofbasil . . 
dm qmng Msty wxmlded eyelids 
open fiomyonr enfianted palace a ’window 
om ibr amoQieai. 
frtrl rtaMbdimddiewslL . 


dh the boose! 

In winter we 


No vfii^ier comm from RM MaiMoech 
'nowayiK 

ito gh>w from a window, .. 

' The dawn-win dune fini^.AisMsden 
and sIower -stOlwiH.tlreu padis tired of n^ 

paMngi . 


Transieded by Mona AnSs and H^b/ Ryan 


y^UljA&U 

iJIjidl ^ CifiC 
Lsiis 

lAiU 

SkA^i 
2,^1 L&tU 
tj>j4.UI ^ wjJLa ««ie .j,h/ 
. USj lS^J» C>d 

JiUSJIj 

mIsStjU rit.irf ,jls 
AUiall 

ijtk jyt, .11 y y»»al 


• l^aAl ^f^y• ^ 

\j,k0 Ijfin bsk< 

cL J>JI ^ j/T Jj- ibjij 


If u»yi 4»>L 

t^UiII,,^le 


... 

.{|a{ I UT^Sh. :,yl JIm 

JLkL^I ^ iJiA 

'AjveknJu^i 

. . . 

jImII J#l7l • 

•j^yieUAJA 

...Ukis. 
0* r*j* v-^ w 

•ifJijXt 

• • - 4,lsf . IS^>- .i=_4 (j 
44/ .jblf 

. . . Jiif 

• iuf^ 

hAjdUl sUj, ^ J4I Ju! 


A^l Ur) Uj 
:jj») 

f/'unf *A^j\ ^\ii\ jV) 
aljftt 0*U» i T .i r . rf l ^ 
oUdI j\k^y C«le aU&« ^ 

■ • • *>J 

... 


X J.all «l_ll Uft .kl»Ci^4Sr? 

JA*) 

*lf>) 4»1») f) 

^<^4 0(1 C^J 

S^JU 0* r^J» Jj>* 


IisJaa ^ JL«l« 

t*b 4UI »)4 *i *(l» 

to«*[A 0(AII 


.... |jm^*i| j ^1*1 

JAaIj r^Aj rigrfA 45jS 

iLk) dll* 1^3 

f4SLs» ^ I I2..S fJ? j) 

ijImaII ^ j[^ 

aAc j>li kpiyp 

J»a)(jI^ 
,41*) hA 

fs*i ji 

UIA ilrlijkll, 
Orill ^ dU41 Of joj 

Agstl U« idLse ^ 
...hdimjl jfdl iJ»‘j 

4g> J>it 

MJfS 

t;,IS:il Uk ^ . 1^1 |J> 

! JojII ^ 4r4U C4S*.) J* 
l» 4il 

iSrll «i‘* Jiji U jgi 

J»lU.t ^ ,^1 Jd.lj Uj4 


i 


. ■ . CrU>lt/41^j 

ifA-kOO 

I ,f»p CJtf «jaLII tJjA ^LJ 




4*{) CrIjkAI JS:4 ^Inr 

l|l4UjA»JIUAfl>)wi,f 

^UuLf 

c^y jfM^\ <sAy 

. • . tkA ^ Ule jeUI j£« 
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A great deal of poblxei^ has 
bem gene rat ed by the pro- 
posal to make a mm based 
on the Ocrebo' War. The 

omy emnmi«ainiieri a pai^ 

ticnlar sceoaiist whose pre- 
vious ae d iis inchide a pc^ 
ular aM long lunniiig son 
opera, to wine die sedpL ft 
is not ray intentian here to 
comment on the idioice of 
seiretwiiteT but merdy to 
commeot on one or two 
issues that relate to 

iwtfing nf mar film* 

Certamly war fitwie are an 
ever popular genre, and 
though the actual battles 
they seek to re pres ent oc- 
curred at different times aM 
in (fifftoent places — Eur 
rope is the setting ibr a 
plelhoa of Second World 
War movies, Vietnam the 
she of Arnetican soul- 
dnoughont the 
seventies aM o^es — 
di^ have «?*>*■ thing s in 
consnao, not least what is 
perceived by dieir makers to 
be a general repeal 
*Tn the 20tn century each 
American war has been 
fought twice, first on die 
battlefield, Iv« <t on cd- 
hikrid.'* So bqgan ajout^- 
ist wtitiiig abew a new Hol- 
lywood project. Desert 
Storm, bared on America’s 
most recent war, that in the 
Gulf Desert Storm is not, 
howevesi; the only film that 
the Gulf war has sp a wu ed. 
Frve years after dm event 
Courage Under Fire is 
sdiedded to open next 
wedc, and while it qpears 
destined to be a box office 
success qpestibns are al- 
ready being afied about hs 
cont e n ts . 

Those critics who at- 
tended preview screenings 
of the film have aj jpa f ffntiy 
been fitrly unanmious in 
thdr praise a film that, 
one (dtic insists, *is a caie- 
faDy conceived, dramat- 
icalJy hraourable •film tiw 
treats its subject widi dai^ 
aM intdligence*'. T^ 
however, is not a view 
fiared the ix^ toass at 
the Pentagon, vrtio have 
been quid: to voice their un- 
happiness with Coumge 
Un^Fire. 

Apparendy, if fihmnakos 
are to receive any assistance 
in the wmiring of their fiinvt 
f r mii the American milhaty 
Ifa^ must first Bobniit 1M 
script for qipioval by the 
mHitary srathoiities. Ai^ 
h^lp in aiding die fibrnnak- 
eis to lend veracity to the 
events they portray, for ex- 
ample iBtiiig Biniy equre~ 
ment, fcmif planes j«iH 1^ 
Like, is contii^ent on such 
qiprevaL Yet in the case of 
the film under discossian 
the Pentagon qipears to 
have taken umb^e about 
certain aqiects of ^ script 
which q^eared (0 indicate 
that the war did not progress 
fully in accordance with US 
anny regulatims. Wars, as 
ever, seem to have a todih 
of g Btt m g out of tiwnrf^ pST- 
tiddly CD tM gtouod. The 
Pentagon demanded major 

revisions to the soh’l. 

Hollywood has been 
ducing war fihrtg at 
since the 1920s, when King 
Vidor directod The Big Pa- 
rade, usiiig, courtesy of the 
mHitary estahtishment, 200 
trucks, 4,000 troupes aM 
100 planes. The films, like 
die wars they sought to rqh 
rese n t, got trigger, more 
conqriex, more costly as the 
century has diavm towards 
its clo^ ^id less th«i fiffy 
years after King Vidca's b^ 
gnmipg The Longest Day, 
shot in 1S161, involved sep- 
port by the US, British, 
Frendi and Gennan mHitaiy 
commands. 

Of copse, die ui^ to gfo- 
rify military victories on die 
screen is always likely to 
prove an inesistible tenqita- 
tkm. But a war film that 
drama, *hw lartu be- 
lievable charactos acti^ 
bcHerably in incredible sit- 
uations, is destined to ML 
War fii™« are no^ after aH, 
doc um entaries. 'Tb^ are 
rf r a mafiaatwiMt — je fictioOS 
— no more and no less. 
And it is in dns difference 
that the pitfills lie. For what 
is dramatically true, what is 
true on spge and on screen, 
is a particular troth, and it 
need not be the only one. 
And what actually hqmens 
on the groimd is seldom 
quite what we would have 
wanted to hqipen. There are 
disetqiaiuries, anmnalies, 
heroes being imhmic; a 
confusion of motives and of 
memg- The tmuma of war 
throws human 
into greato' xdje^ and there 
is never anythnig clear ent 
about our feiiwigy aM our 
strengths, let alone what lies 
behmdtbaiL 

AM therein lies tiie prob- 
lem of the war fit™, fr^ if it 
is ever to be anytimig more 
than post-event sabre rat- 
tlm&if h is to be successful 
as drama, it must ei^ore 
the complexities of tM h^ 
man conditioii, tM vagaries 
of cfaaiaeter stress, 

and in so doiim «■« never be 
lotoced to me black and 
white tint some mi^ wifi. 

Muisi Saad EHKn 
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Travelling ahead 


No more sun-sea-sand vacations. A meeting of tourism spedatists in 

determined where and how tourists will travel in the next decade. Sherine Hasr 


Tourism oxpots fiom d^t countries met in Shmm 
Q-^hdkb ust mootb to deUboate tfie latest 
itatioital stikSes in tte fields of tooism melceta^ 
and pomotMML Tbe results cleariy iadicaied dut 
21st cent^ tourists will not be easy to please. 

Professunals fimn the USA, Gemnny, B rifa i n, 
Fiance, Italy, Hong^, Br^ and Eg^ organised 
tbe ocmfiie^ to dist^ the future of mteiratkHtal 
tnirism. Th^ raimaiy goals were to anal^ tourist 
p^diology and detemine the t^>es of holidays th^ 
will demand. 

Tourist countries^ indudn^ Bgypl* recognise toat 
they win have to ad^ to new concqits of pro* 
ni0tkM4 bo^Mtality andTeaviroDmieDtal control in oc^ 
der to contnnie conqwting m the industry. 

*TtaveIling U incioaringly beconing a lifes^ ’ 

a necessity lariio' diBD jnst 8 wjty to speaid a bcdidqr 

oe kisure time,” said Smd Mouss, fimner presideiit 
of the Egyptian Tourist Authority (ETA). 

The nataie of traveling, too, has dsmged. **1110 
suiHea-sBnd vacation, ^t^kh ^tracted tourists in 
ibe seventies and caghtitt, will no langer dominate 
die fiek^ due to increasing awafeness (V tbe dangers 
associatBd with overexposure to the son,” be aud. 

Consumers will dema^ more and when thw 
needs aren't met, they won’t besitato to cootokin- 
*The m^'oiity of consumeR will finally undenaand 
the retail between cost and quality,” said Matio 
Beni, a senior professor at die SchMl of Art and 

fVlmm^flie^lHq ^l in Rfawt- 


These are expected changes in dm age of comput- 
er te m i lm ils au thc Inteme L “TOUf openttffS SOd 
travd agmeies wiD Gotanly face difficult th^ be* 
people will soon be able to tbdr own 
reservations on tbe iwrewiet fiom their homes,” be 
s^ 

petiyi f T Vogel, a (3ennan tourism eaqiat, an- 
ticipates diat tourists win travd more fiequentiy but 
on shorter visits. Egypt, for exan^le, wfil not oc- 
eapy a udiole week on a tourist's ageo^ "A three- 
day viat to cover die main historical sites in Cairo, 
Lmuir and Aswan be eaoc^ because there u a 
second, thhd and peib^ foorto to go on during 
the year,” be said, ^^s^ting the attractions of a 

dw i*tfM Ttin" , dftiiig aiAftfdioppi^ fl 3 ing back 
borne will most likdy provide a way to spend sever- 
al weekends abroad. 

There will ahn be a hi^ demand for inoqieaave 
vacations. HThe increase in the number ot tours 
doesn't necessarily it f*" an increase in profits fix 
die ttHirism industry. Ihe more often people travel, 
the better bargaias diey will e^ect,” Vogel said. 

A daity overload of infbnnation fiom mass nie(& 
in the and American "wImk results in 

what Vogd calls the ‘abeady-know' syndrome. “It 
is (fifl ffenh to interest tourists because toey 

already know everything,” be aqilained. Promoting 
l^ypt and its «"«n historical shes by conventioau 
means may soon prove unsuccttsfuL 

Tourists now search fix active lelaxstiotL ”Of- 


foriag them a nice beach, a bazaar and good food 
not be enough because they have done it al- 
ready,” he said. Tbe tourism isdu^, eonsequendy, 
win be esqxcted to provide new destioatioDS and ac- 
tivities as tourists look for nuR and more exotic hoi- 
idays. 

Aor^ier result of the ‘abeady-know' syndrome is 
thtf (ravrikn win demaad better services at tower 
fttioes. “Tourists are used to good sendees at tow 
prices. Ihat is why travel ageDcies try to offer tbe 
less expensive cmnp^cto packages,” Vogel ex- 
plained. 

Thu malms it di£5cnlt fir local per^Ie in a country 
sudi as Egntt to earn any extra money from the tour- 
ists. ‘Ttoople on package toois are 1^ likely to pay 
for ad£tional seivtoes. They know they will get full 
board, aoconimodatioiis and every poaaible service 
fix one pdo^” be said. “T h ere for^ ^ cumpethi on 
among tourist c ompani es will also nerease, which 
win mean more '(hnoptxig-sales' at very low prices," 
he said. 

In the 21st ea it ur y, advanced hospitality pro- 
gtauuu e s will >wwiw» more tfasneverbe- 

fisre. “Hotel staff win DO longer be jxnois who hq^ 
pen to wodc in the field. Hotels will ne^ to enqil^ 
quslzfied staff to serve quests more efitetivety,” said 
Robert HiibeE, a tounsm ed u c a tor in Gomai^. 
*T Tnqwm fi ty edncation is an industry and 

prolans with it exist in Eg^t as in any other tourist 
dertmation,” be said, pointing out that traming pro- 


grammes have not chained significantiy in die last lestucted sea-sport 

can train the younger generations,” he said. H anan tabbshi n g myuop mCTto l 
Qattara, a at the Faculty of ToniisiD and Hr^ be^n would have b«n mud 

&c,tcd>h..d«s««2^^1sta 

Egypthasledtomextremesbonageofmnedst^ losing Bomelhing. ^ 

A solution to this problem is oa-tiie-job traming. iqdro^, Vdgel said, 

“Bto trainees fiequenity fed lost difliz«tliOTB^ ^ 

ships," de said. ities as an example, “tf one 

^Slara conducted a survey which revealed diat tbe ^le area would disappear fixm the toinst 

oiot of Egypt’s Windepaideni holds, 283 ofe no map.” _ .. n r. 

enqiloyee training programmes “because th^ don't TTie comaig decade wfll 
believe they m mmortant,” she said. Qdy fyur out ietoivetynewtoBnstgrotys, di8d?led and to^^ 
of 1 8 in Egypt pro^ mamgement traming (retired) travdkts. *Th8abled perara tove beoome 

i M f i g rai i'imefi- While 75 per cent of tbe hotels have more confident and, therwcxe, ravm mas^^ 
special criteria fix selecting trainees, none of teem tensivety. They kno * 

ofier periodic development reviews. “The survey to pay more for tbe ®rtra service s. XT tneir nerasm 
gave most hotels in a ‘poor’ raring with r^ard not met, however, they won t come aga m , Sam 

to mattKement programmes.” site said. VogeL . . , „ 

“Erhication is not a cost, but an iii ve stm enL Once *^Disabled tourists need qiecial racu i tie ^ iii e lM i itg 
we can convince hotels of ti>«j there is a chance to larger paridng areas, toilets and room s. Ejsypt, 
inqnove the quality of service,” commented RidiBid fbrtnnateiy, has done very little to awy mmo Mte 
Bader, president of the Tnt^matvwBii Academy of these needs,” comniented MooaiDea Amm, another 
Tourism in f’-*™**^* ^yptian tranism expert. ^ 

Esviromnem preservatioD will h***'^^""* an im- Retired Americans, Euwq ieai^ Anabd ians and 

poftant tourism &tor m the next deca^ seem Japanese are also toui^ die world . Th ro^age fiy- 

to take ite view that once a place is a tourist site, it cDers are bound to become an unportat lactta m. tbe 

will always be one. We have to &ce tbe &c^ bow^ fiiture of tourism,” said Bnial's * ^aody de- 

ever, s oipt* places wiU n n maA rf A V if velopment of &cfiities fix diem rt the domesbe and 

they deteriorate environmentally,” said Butler. Un- mtMiMtinnal levels will be essentiaL” _ 
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pyramids everywhere, induding the Louvre 


Egyptomania 
hits the malls 


Inspiration from Pharaonic antiquities is nothing new, 
but these days, as Mevine EMref reports, even 
malls and stadiums are shaped like the Pyramids 


The mfluence of Andent Egypt on the modem world 
has been varied and subject to die vagaiiea of fisb- 
ton. In Roman times mosaics of Nilotic semes 
adorned conuty houses m Italy. In tbe 19th ce ntu ry, 
courts of law, prisons and bus woe &s^ 

toned like E^ptian tenqilesw Today we evoi have 
basketball rtarfhims by the Fyranuds: one in 

Menqibi^ Tennessee, and another in Lxnig Beadi, 

ralifarriM. 

Tbe teshion bas even taken bold in the Arab world, 
wine Dubai started decorating the tops of their 
malls with gntall pyramids inst^ of w ciqiected 
domes. And dieir new Sheraton Hotel was built in 
tbe riiape of a pyramid. 

People have been minnddng the Andent Egyptians 
fix tboosands of yeai^ but polaqis the biggest boost 
to Egyptomania this century came when Tu- 
tenkhanam's treasures were ectefarted in die USA in 
1974. The boy pharaoh generated ao moefa interest in 
andent Egypt diat bath towds were adorned with Ids 
image, table linen featured Egyptian gods and sym- 
bols and even toilet paper decorated with iuero- 


^yphics flooded dre market 

When a Ainadcan pi ese m ed a bhn^aint 

fix a cnhunl .centre. in .die shqie.of a pynimd in 
fiont of the Louvre in Fads, diere was an oproar Iw 
die French who regarded it as violating die aidn- 
tectnral featuces of dieir femous maseum. But die 
pyrannd was binlt aityw^, its interior adorned with 
Pharaonic tbemr* aid now, says 7sAn Hawaas, gen- 
eral dnector of the Giza Platuu, “dte pyramid hu 
become one of the most import a nt Imdmarioi in Par- 
is.” 

We an know about die Las V^a extravaganza. 
They have built reproductions of everydiirtg fooe, 
fiom pykms to pyramids and to obeUsks. Its 

most hnagmafre aeation, die Lioux Hotel, is a gam- 
bling ueutie in dte shape of a pyiamid, its interior 
conqilete widi a i^iiatin« of the Mle. 

Wien it comes to the oubi^ hizsze, an American 
cootractor in Utiaou takes die cake: he was so m- 
qiired by &yptian autiquities that he baQt a home in 
the shtqie ofa pyonidd and covered its outer walls in 
24 carat gold. Ihe house cost 60 mUlion doDats and 


How to get there 


Super Ja, Earn Deha and ffest 


took over a year to build. Tbe master bedroom is 
Khfywd Wee Tutankhemon’s txxnb, and gmntw 
atruds .were constructed beside tbe house to au- 
thenticate his rcxnoductioo of the Giza Plateau. A 
life^ize statue of Ramses II stands m tbe garden. 

Hawaas, who visited the bouse dur^ a recent tr^ 
to the US eqilained that every Tnnrnrng it is opened 
to visitm want ro get a taste of real Pharaonic 
life. At id^ tbe sightseers move on! and ^ owner, 
his wife a^ 11 chfldien take iqi residence. 

The owner told me that tbe revenue accnied fiom 
ticket sales is divided betwea two causes.” Hawass 
saidi, “Half is donated to tbe church wfaere be was 
married, and the other half is used to combat drug 
abise.” 

In the tecfanologically-advBDced \990\ "m«»inT>g 
around the world have exact rqrhcas of &Wis mon- 
uments, jewc£ezy and statuettes in tbeir sbqs and 
bodksttnes. Once all this information — fiom fob- 
ricated pyranuds to ancient perfumes — is fed into 
the Intract, toe worid may witness an anbdievable 
boom in Egyptomania. 


St^or Jet 

Super Jet statioBS are located ai 
Atame (Reiiopotit), T^rir. Gtaa. 
Haitrit Stnat Cairo Ai/port 
Bms owe/ lo itbsoidna. Port 
Said. Hursfiada and Smai TeL 
772-66S. 


Services abaest etery haff hour 
fioat 5 JOoB to /4nfu Jrtm Tahir, 
that Cctt, Abaasa oad the airport 
Ticheu LE/P imit/ 9pat: L^I 
Jiereqderr JituB t&a airport LE24 
load 5pm: LE30 rtweqSff*. 

A VIP bus with phene access leaves 
Jlmrrr/t (u 7./5anL Tkhetsfivm 
Almata L£2S; fiom the airport 
LB32 eadi way. 


Services at Tam departart and 7pm 
fiom Aimasa arul Tedoir 
Square. Tickets LE36 
Cciro-Sldl AbeU4iahmen 
Soviets at 6.30aai. 7aa, 8am. Pm 
end 5A5pm. Tickets LE32 
Caire-Pert Said 

Services every kalf hour fiom 6taa 
to 8am; then fam, lOam, 3pm. and 
4.3^m.fiom Abaasa, Amt itenuu 
Srert TicieJs LEI5 eadi way. 


Service 6.45am. from Rawilah 
Square ta Abnaudria. Dtpe^ Part 
SaidSJOpm. TkkealE32^ch 
wey. 


Services Sam and ^m, from Tahir, 
Aai Gca and Abaasa. Departs 
Hur^ioda naan and 5pm. Ttdeets 
LEW until 5pm. LE4S themfia-. 
boh eadt MiaDr. 


Service 8pm, from Ramiek Square, 
Aiecambia. Departs Hur^fuuh 
230pm. Tlehm LE60 each wey. 


Service Upm, fiom Tdair, Aen 
Abutaa. D^mraShamE-Sfudki 
llpm. TiehB LE50 each wty. 

Ernst DnUm Bum Gueapunp 


Sruu. Sua and bmhba. Buses to 
BmidBa and Sum d^art from 
Qul^ 0>ear Samsis Sguar^ 
AhuBa and T^hi Square (near 
Hettopoba). Buses to NbrA and 
Smah Snai depart from the Snai 
bus station at AbbassiyaSqiaae. 
TeL 482-4753. 


Services every 45 udnutesfrom 
&50om a> ^m, fiom Qtbdi, (Aen 
and Tagnid Square. Tideets 
deiietr bus LES.73; air-condltitmed 
bus LE5J5. one tiu)t 

Cbd^us 

S&vices every half an hour from 
Sam to 7pm, fiom Qtddi, them 

and Tag/ad Square. Tickets 
debise bia LB5.75; arr'oondisionad 
bta LBS. one way. 


Soviets every hourfims 7.5Qam to 
4pm, fiom QmaU, then Abnase and 
Tag^ Square. Tidtets ddase bus 
LS2I: air-eon^bmed bus LEtS, 
one way. 


Services every 45 ssbL fiom 7um to 
from Abbasstya, then 
Ahmjt-n Tickets mtania g LBZ7; 
evstng LE40, oneway. 

Saviee 8am, fiom Abbassfya, Am 
Ahmsa. TldaSs — bus LB3I. 

fVmat DmUa 8m Compmay 

SuaiOHS at Tahb and Alaasa. TeL 
243-1846. 


Serviea Pm naan, 3pm, /(Ltfljm, 
i0.45pm and llpm. TiekiusLBJO 
oneway. 

Cabv-Saiava 

Services 9am and 3pm. TkiBts LESS 
one wty. 

Cabodbasdr 

Service 1 0pm. DdacO LE38 one 
wqy. 

QBSEleaoc. 

Sendee 9am. TSdfant LE35 one way. 
Cairo-Asvran 

Sendee 5pm. Tkkets LESO one w^. 

Trains 

Thdm nm to Ahsmubm, Port SaH 


Luxor and Aswan, from Rauls 
Sudan. Td. 147 arS75-355S. 


"Phenek"dduu tndnswbk- ■ 
skipen; - • 

Serviea to Luxor and Aswan 
7,4!^ and ^mfieaddng Luxor 
6.40 am and 8am. Aswan &40am 
and lQau0. Tudeea to Luxor LB294 
fiir firrdffters and LEI29jbr 
Egyptbaa, to Aswan LE^/br . 
JarUgnera: LE14I JarEgypdau, 
“Spmddi ” dduse trahs without 


Services to Luuratui Aswan 
6.45pm, 8,45pm end 9.45pm. 
Ikkus U Ltaor: first daesIZSl; 
fteoiid cfaus LB3I. Tickets to 
Aswan: first dass LE6S: seeoud 


TorAM” trabu: 

VIP tratn; Service 8am. Tidtets first 

dastLE32udAameaL-I£22 

vriAoutemeeL 

Standard trdns: Services 9am, 

I Ian, noon, Spm and Ton. TSetetr 
first dass LB22;secatiddauLBI7, 

“P^tneh" dams: 

Seniea houriy fixm 6am to 
1030pm. Tidm first dots LEX: 
second dass LEU. 


Sendees 6.yhm aid 8jt5ran. 
ndbm first dass IE45: second 
dao LE26. 

EgyptAlf 

Thert are betw e en two met Jive 
domeuhphhs daily Cbm 


EgtpUmMf 3904)999: Open 
3^2444: or Obon 772410 

Cajm-Aswan 

TTekus LSSSIfisr Egypdims, 
LSI/4S Jhfiae^iers. boA 
rounder^ 


r n/r^f frmr 

TleketM LB259Jar ^ypdans, LE829 
firrfiadgpers, boA maid-trip 


Bdasa LB279Jar Egypdans. LE898 

firrjbre ig i u rt, back round-trip. 


Tkkets U287 Jar Egypdtaie, LB945 
.JbrfbrdBurs,beAreraui-ttip. 

Coagdhd by Sbehuh 9amd 






EaupTBm^ 

Telephone numbers of 
EGYPT AIR offices In 
governorates: 
MnSnbdSAsOflice 3MS3(azfl35 


AlnSnbdSAsOflice: 

AlenodriiQfelW; 

Cte 

Airport Ofike: 

Asmn Office: 
tirport Office 
Asart Office: 

Mnson Office 


Akpflrt Office 


Lenr Office 
Airport Office 
Lmr Office Kanik: 
UnMafanb Office 


«Q3574»79 

5 KSNK 5 K 5434 

jtsmn/m 

4N3MI5a 

mm 

4428M4359T 

32 IB 7 - 2 ZUSI. 2 Z 1951 / 132 I 93 ( 


msffiA 

3sm 

mu 


NrtrVaB^ Office: 

IRMIIK 

FMSaid Office: 

2 Z 4 l 2 » 2287 l 2 m 

Port Sad Office Kimk: 

vsmm 

anraBSbeU Office; 

mMm 
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Rural E^ypt as a tourist attraction 


photo: SherifSonbd 


Rural tourism spotlighted 

Journalists from several Mediterranean countries, including Egypt, gathered recently in 

Syria to discuss ways to cooperate and boost tourism In the region. Rehab Saad reports 


Members of toe ^ganisatian Med- 
iteipmfe de Joumalistes et Eerivams Too- 
ristiques — Mediterranean Organisation 
for T ourist Joumalists and Wiiteis (OM- 
JET) — recendy held their seventoci^er- 
ence in Syria This year we concentiated 
on promot in g rural tourism, an io- 
ermringty popular trend in Emopc. We're 
trying to eocourage it in toe Med- 
itenanean countries as well,” said Salah 
Atria, deputy tdiabman of OMJET. 

A^ bdieves that a oetiain calibre of 
tourist is beeomnig interested m village 
commimities, tbe sociology of tbe viDag- 
eis and their rate of immignitinn to cities. 
‘Tout next confetence will be entirely ded- 
ieaied to ttiis issue. We wiD ibe 


development of tois idea,” be sai^ im- 
plying that depending on tbe reaction of 
tbe viOagera, nnal touiiao jssomotion 
could, in the long run, help remove the 
ireed fix their urban migretion. 

Another issue discossed at tbe meeting 
vras toe precarious future of travel writing. 
“Modena equipment, such as tbe Inteioet 
could threat toe ftoure of travel wrttera,” 

said Atria, “Joumalists win have to know 
bow to ded with modem technology.” 

OMJET was fouiKl^ in Tunisia in 1989 
and held its first mnetm^ in Odro in 1990, 
during the (jnif crisis. Subsetpient meet- 
ings haira been beki each year m different 
Meditenaaean countries, wfaere members 
gntoer to discuss touris&reUted is su es. 


“We mix business with travel,” said At- 
ria, “After toe conference we tour the host 
country, thereby expaodiog our knowl- 
edge about ead of toe Mediterrmean 
countries.” 

This year, the tour of Syria included vis- 
its to the old and new sections of Da- 
mascus, AJi^rpo, Harrs, Hanu^ Latelda 
and P almy ra. 

OMJET concentrates on two main is- 
sues: promoting tourism to the Med- 
itemneoD countries and preserving tbe 
eovirosmenL The Mediterranean is 
toe most polluted sea in the worid, 
with ^roximately 30 countries 
dumping their waste in it We hope to 
save it,” Atria said. 
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1 ColourfiillyMexicana. 1 


Uniquely to-ContineQlaL 

Wfe’re criebradng our love of Mexico from 
November 19th to December 5to with a 
monwtou* Mexican Ftenat Whh a mouthwatering 
mix of authendc Mexican ditoes prepared by 
our two chefi from Hotel InterContinental 
Mexico Gey, anti our 6 piece Miariachi Band, 
and not forgetting tasty Tequila 

we promise a real fiin filled firetal 


BUMMM BB HOaeo 
Ummonan 


0 Lufltai^ 


SEMIRAMIS INTER-CONTINENTAL CAIRO 

For reservations, please call our 
restaurant reservations A»t,. S57]gig, 
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The centennial of the Egyptian Geological Survey 

International celebration at the Cairo International Conference Centre 

19-22 No\ ember 1996 


A centiiiy of the Egyptian Geological Survey 


THE EGYPTIAN Geological 
3urv^ was Ibundki in 
March 1896 during fhe time 
of Khedive AkA)as .HAnl.II. 
It Is the oldest gebgraphicaf 
society In the Middle East 
and Afiica.- and the sbdh 
oldest in the worid. Since 
its establislmient, it has 
taten part In providing the 
necessary geological sur- 
to corhpsinies oper- 
ate vrithin ^ indusfai^ 
housing and agrteuHural 
sectors, it has prspared. ge- 
ologlcal maps of Egypt at 
the highest standard of aor. 
curacy for use in develop- 
ment and. underground op- 
erations. -It is presently 
working on a geotechnical 
stody to determine tod^ 
tions for new communitias- 


and engineering structures, 
seocMrig fw underground • 
water and . stiid^ng. natural 
disasters and wa^ to. liiiiit 
their effects. 

. The idee of a ^termteri 
co l o b ro lidri came rh 1993, 
when a number of agencies. . 
decided to organise ao*ir>- 
terrialional. ~ GeMbrafldhr: 
bringir^'. together Iradjng. 
persniaiffles. -arid' sdenttets. 
ffoih • -various . countries . of'.- 
the worid to tetest to 
Egypt’s rfisfinguished po^ 
tton ki the' world of tetence 
andcultuie. 

Celebrstions: ar^ Wrig ^ 
T^ace from 18-22 Novernbar 
1996.' The opanir^ was at- 
teKtod by- higfHanldng na- 
tional ofRdals: A sdentiflc . 
confsrteice with' the ffieme 


the middle ei^sdenSflci^^ (f\ 

CiaimM a id a ^frrptTwifr i fiw i,DiitHw^ ‘ I rl 
DsSeirli.Alii4. 


* ER M^po: : fina« Frocrediigp Bemote Soudiig 
Slid Cempoolioii 

* M^info : 615 padrage . 

* PsleoinssMtic and GeopltysKS lastnnii^ V 

*■ Conpiita' U^nted S|jst^ 


58 Madidat AtEbm Agoinis 
Td: 340896 Fas 346892^ 


: ^‘Qeologicte . Surv^ and 
Susteipdiie Devak^Nnent” 
to ateo being held. The cbn- 
feirmce includes 36 s^ 
teens attended by 170 for- 
eign . and ' 450 Egyptian 
scientists. 

^^ Resetech papers will be 
presteited on a variety of 
topics,' indiiding: 

— Modem techniques 'for 
-.tescovtelng mineral re- 
-sOarce&. 

^ Natoral disasters, such 
:as .'earthguakss and floods, 
arid how! to Omit their ef- 
fete.-' 

— ^ Gecitechrndal. studies 
necessary for- eteabfehing 

liteiv communities,, rriteor 

erteineering projects, and 
discovering, undogiound 
springs. 


‘ . i / lijtf .-rf (V 


J 

> . 

"A « ' 

T ■■ 



‘ •• If . 

- -- 



■' - ' “ 

■ ■ ■ ^ ■ , 


The Egyptian Gcotog^cai Survey and Mtaiiag Andwrity has 
pteyed a mnJar role over the pastcaetuy 


On- the sideQnes of the 
conference will be a meet- 
ing between heads of Af- 
rican, Arab and Inter- 




naflorral heads of geo- 
logical surveys to discuss 
ways of future co- 
operation. 


Innovation in GIS 
image processii^ 

MiDDLf East Sdenflfic, 
serving academia since 
1979. repments US and 
Eurc^ean companies in ge- 
c^)hytecs (particuiariy paieo- 
magndism). MSA teso dis- 
trflxites the well-known 
computer programmes ER 
Mapper & Mapinfo ibr GIS 
Im^ proce^g, remote 
sensing, and map composi- 
tion. 

MSA recently installed an 
rnte^atod • paleomagneflc 
lab for the Egyptian Geo- 
logical Survey Authority. A 
similar lab being installed at 
Tanta Univerdty. 


- ... - y* 






ENTAL & Remote Sensing Services center 


Remote S^ing ■: 

infCMination-Systems^^^ 
Satemte imagery and Data 
Erivironmerrtal Monitoring 
integrated Project Management 
Speciaiized Training and donsuitancy 


5 Al - Ahram St.. Heliopolis. Cairo. Egypt. 
P.O. Box : 1041 Heliopolis Bahari 
Tei.: (202) 670718/2918330/2916344 
Fax; (202) 2906916 
E - Mail: erss(§ ritsec 1. com. eg 


GEOMAP Consultarfls has signed a co-operafion agreement 
with ftedar^ Intomtelonte to develop' and promote radarap- 
pflCBfnttefoEgypt' 

■ lUKtersatteVto tiirorld ieato 

^nie Introductiori of the radar aptelcaSons in Egypt by Geo- 
MAP, is one of file main efforts to encourage the use of this 
valuable soiffce of satoflite (teta in local applications,* said 

Mr. Adrian Bdhane, Ra- 
I darsatr^iresentatlve. 

. Dr Mteisen Badawy, di- 
rector of GeoMAP Con- 
sidtants, added that “The 
u% of rada- data is comple- 
mentary to the opflcai multi- 
specteral sateinte data In a 
. rwmber of fields and ap- 


Mohsen Badawy 

plicaflons.” 

GeoMAP. Consultants, as a leading company in the field of 
mapping, remote sensing and GIS, has developed Hs ser- 
vices to Include opUcal SPOT imagery and Radarsat data. 

GeoMAP also repr ese nt s PCI International and disbftxjtBS 
the well-known EASI/PACE image processing software. 

This software is used by the company to produce a number 
of sophisticatod value-added products such as CKgital Eleva- 
tiem Models. 

Throughout Ks activifies, GeoMAP Coraultants firmty be- 
lieves that product sukx^ and customer service are the 
keys to success. 'Serwees not only me^is the timely de- 
livery of products arid the giKsanfee of their quality,” said Ba- 
dawy. it also means the local after-sale siqqxMt whkA In- 

dudra long-term asdstanoe provided to the customer \n 
terms of consultation, training and eoq)erience sharing.” 
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phosphate 'One fifiejiBffr T«lc dot 


.. iptSS: Yolux 
source for GIS technology 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL and Remote Services Cav 

fra, ERSS, is orre of the pioneering comparues in Egypt and 
the Middle East, su^itying the re^on with the latest tech- 
nology In the fields of remote sensing, space sderK» arxl geo- 
graphical information systems (GIS). This technology has 
proven to be successhi in appiksitions such as the environ- 
ment, mapping, cartography, oil explorafion. Earfii monitorHig 
arKi geological operations. 

ERSS Is able to provide hardware and software for sateUtB 
Image processing and GIS, sc^Gte vnages from a vaiitiy of 
Esteb observatiori safelfites. GPS (Globte Posi&ornng ^s- 
tems), consifitam^, spedatisedte us torn is ed training and pro- 
ject rnanagteiient in the fields of reinote setising and GiS. 

ERSS is contedered the founder of this type tftedmofogy in 
the field and has been in eodstence for almost a decade. Dae 
to its eidansive experience and trained staff, ERSS is capable 
of handling entire national and regional projects and studies. 
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HEADED by Hussein Nagul, Techno Sdent company is 
one of the mteor corripani^ ^tedallzed in optical la- 
boratory and survey equipment The company has worted 
in this field for twerity years and it is also specialised in mi- 
croscofNC pola ri zed light, microscopic geologicaf re- 
searches, arrd enlacing microscopes of the Swiss brand 
LIKA. The company also has electronic survey equipment 
used in aSi survey works, and LIKA GPS equ^)menL Tedv 
no'Stemt also has chemical fate equipenent, and it supplies 
the geolgg|cal laboratories and research centres with such 
eqifipment hi pailicula’ minerEri analysis equipment of the 
Ameilcan bierxl Beridn Elmar. In addtion to tha^ the com- 
pany has the German Sarteiyors brand laboratory setees. 
It also has furnaces of the German brand Harriers. Techno 
Sdent has mahitenanoe centere to oflar posteato service 
as engineer Hoesam Nagui, manager of the conqiany said. 


The Centennial 
C3f The 

Egyptian Geological Survey 

The Egyptian Geological Surevy and Mining Authority on 
the occasion of its centennial will hold an international 
celebration at the Cairo International Conference Centre 
from 19-23 November, which will be attended by leading 
figureheads and scientists from all over the world. 
Included in the celebrations will be a conference dealing 
with the theme: 

Geological Surveys and , 
Sustainable Development 

152 papers on the role of geology in economic 
development will be presented 

The celebration will also honour some- of the 
personalities who left their marks on the realm of 
geological surveying 
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Phoqiliate Company 

EL-NA^ Phosphtee Com- 
pany is a siteskfiaiy of Ihe 
Holding Company for Mining 
and Quarries based ki Ma- 
hamid, Edfii, Aswan. ■ The 
Gompariy, which covers the 
local market, operates in the 
field of mirang and eat- 
cavafing raw minerds. The 
compariy alao mports Hs 
products to foreign countries, 
arte Is oontedarad the leac^ 
company to Hs field in EgyfA. 
The company deals in ap- 
prote m atety 400,000 tons an- 
nuaHy of pho^fittea, talcum, 
diminurri, calcium car- 
bonate, brigM kaofin, a»> 
bestos, ma^Mteum, feldspar 
and noh-kadn quartz. The 
company has Hs own mines 
that provide Ihese minertes, 
arte it is capable of doubfing 
these quantities. The com- 
pany is assured of havbig a 
iBigs quantity of rooo tv oB 
which etf suslten tt for ttie 
next hundred yaars: 


GeoMAJP Consultants 




*Map[riiig 

*GIS 

* Remote sensing 

* Satellite linages 

* Radar Data 

* Digital Elevation Models 

* Consultations 

* Applications 
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by Madame Sasostns 
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-PARKER HANNIRN CORP/* is a leadh« Mili44aBonai 
(^. h to ntanulKbn of a wds lai^ of pisdsiOR *HyEltaiic 
P n eumalicrooinponenl B tolndusltoAaDroafeAp^ 
now vrish Id raciiA a tactoical Sato Engtosr 
products h Egypt 

Based in Can, your mfipmwWH Bs wi indiide si^jpoit to oir 
eristoig (tortotois aito customeis piowfng technical aduica on 
to use of our pnducls and to devsfopment of new business. 
AppScaftts for this posSion must have a Mechanical Engineering 
D^iee and GOOD expeitence of to industrial rnarisBb 
Ftoemy in English is essential (AgsS&BS Y.) 

Please send yoia curriculuRi visa unto TdJto to: 

PARKER HANNIFIN CORP 
P.OA« 46451 
Fax.00671 -2-793 812 
Abu Dhabi - U JUS. 
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FOR 

ANYTHING 


t PARKER 

World's most wanted pens 



An exddng range of the stylish Paifcer Pen 
writing instnnnents inks & refills coinbining 
elegance with perfonnance perfection . 

Few people own wcoks of an. so why should 
yon settle for anything less ? 

AvabUe at stationery & gift shops in ^ypt 
M. KHODEIR P.O.BOX 1057 Cairo 11511 Egypt 


W 1 bet you’ve missed me, 
deals, fliese pa^ wedES, but as 

tii^ say, psitiis niakies the 

faeait grow tonto, and distance 
does tod to oacbantmenL Too 
tine. Bat I haven’t been making 
nnself seace hrientianally: 
vnat vnifa having to pree n a^ 
pnnqt to weJeonK Diind 
aft** p i »eMarit and chief ex- 
ecutive of nr Sheiatoo Cor- 
poatian, and with Ambnssadw 
tainan Midiar^ dire ctor of 
iw iwiiMrtinmii relations, of tbe 
flayiia fn»ef»inH adring me tt) 
diine paxticnlady during the i» 
cation, 1 ftcgot to 
wnto. What a re- 
cqition it was! 

Hdd GC the NDe 
Teoace of die Ge- 
gffa Sliw B tnn, the 
sojitie positivefy 
Rndded — almost 
88 nmeh as I did. 1 
most say Daniel 
loolced a littie 
daaedwfaenhesaw 
me y pear as No* 

jto'iilL 

&muetbavebeen Weadodr 

bowUovecbymy 

booty. I can’t 

think of anotiier reason: it was a 

Pharao ni c mgfit, after aH 

♦ Atotally diffeimt lookwasre- 
qoired to attend the cddarations 
of the SOth annivecsaiy of the 
<3obal Fhlbij^ Frugiam md 
die47to anniveisny of tbe Fnlb- 
xigtat R ngra m in Egypt Her^ 

winy Krity aqis **** FMwna 
Ofihy gpmM. Wmaing flia al imim 

aWp-Twii^ hy hinviwe dg of 
gnea tt was Ann Radwan, ex- 
ecutive director of die Bi- 

Hiioial F nlhrig iit Pnmmiiaa fln 
in ^ypt In the crowd, craning 
my n^ 1 mangeed to spot 
lAwwtor t-if Riliiwirifiw nrWwitB. 
dn Kamel Bahaeddin, Am- 
bassador Edward Walker and 
Bin Wator, Rilitical Sdentist 



(Pt-L) Sadwan, Walker, Ebeid, Mi« Walker, Gouda, 
Sbeliab and Patton 


MmaMakramEb^ Veidee 
Kamd Gooda. mmister of sci- 
entific lesoanto, Monfid She- 
hab. jHesident of Cairo Uhi- 
vet^. and Carl FUttim, 
president of GengiaXbiiveisity. 

* The Camm MBranda style 
wfakh I "MMfa fimons (althon^ 
Carmen took aD die cre£t) win 
have to be toned down and re- 
placed by a strict busness suit if 
I am to ^tend the pand dis- 
cussioo Qmningiy titie± *The 
Cano FgQwnmie fyifewww.- 
An assessment a^ a look to tbe 
fidnre”, held at AUC 
on 24 Noventoer. I 
can't wait to hear tbe 
Banomable Edward 
SL Walker, US am- 
bassados; Gald A. 
2mim, tte diaianaa of 
the Nile Clotfaing Co., 
f Shane O’Leaty, Amo- 
co B^pt Oil Com- 
pany’s maDager of 

cofwnum ijjil s£&il^ 

and Heba H a ndonam, 
to director 

of the Econonric Re- 
seanto Foam. My 
good fiiend Add Bi- 

jQ m tiu m n of tfi»» «» rtnnmiaie 

dqsitnieDt at AUC wfllbeto 

iiwt^raitnr Y0|| ^80 Wdl io^ 

agine tiiat to pantiowit wings 
arfnraing my Ncfiititi tuiban 
win have togo. 

d On to less weigbiy 
‘^Back to Ramanod* is to tide 
of Aaa Infamy’s jewdleiy ex- 
Intntiofi. cddbntoig her 25 
yens of jewdktymald^ to 
be hdd on ^ November. Come 
to flunk of it; 1 conld cddaate 
qmte a few years in jewelkay 
myad£ I remember vton 1 sai% 
“Diamonds™” Of coarse, Mar- 
il^ got aU to creA to tor. 1 
flunk I shall sew a few exha 
beads and baidiles <m the par- 
akeet wings... 
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Te^nologies , 

Bell Labs Innovations : ' '—-r 

Cairo 

TfeL +202 567 4488 


work.' 
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Cutting a tenth of a second off your time can take years. 
With Air France you can cut several hours off in one flight 


CAIRO - NEW YORK IN 14hr. lOmin* dea, 
CAIRO - MONTREAL IN 13hr. 55mm* daily 


M;\\ TK\NS( KKSTS'H::.M 
PVRISI DC;: AIRPORT 


You might not have the patience or the fitness to time yo u a df for 
die 400-cietre butterfly event, and you've piebably no hope of 
eiv winning a medal However, there^nothii^ to slop yon fiam 
sivii^ any ainoiinl cd tine over thousands of miles. When uaiitg the new “Paris - Charles-deGaulle 2” InA transfer aystem locbQr, you 
co nn e a vrith the Air Prance worldwide network in. record time (that is 600 long-distance and 2,600 mediiim+etil fl^ib every wtdd- 
Save lime and earn Miles too whde you tra\-eL with our new Trequence Plus'* frequent flyer AtelEC HCBtelWCH 
prog ra m, On your marks. Get set Go— with Air Fiance. ■« nin«, .■ 

YOU W'lLL ALWAYS HAVE REASON TO FLY AIR FRANCE. 



(ALSO transistor, laser, Telstar satellite, 
fiber-optic cable, cellular). 

Former divisions of AT&T {network systems and 
-business communications systems, powered by 
Bell Labs R&D), have won many awards such as 
the "Nobel" Prize. Specialise in making things that 
make communications work. 

Will do same for you. Call Lucent Technologies . 
on (202) 567 4488, or visit us at: El Nasr Building, 
Nile St. Giza 12311, Cairo-Egypt,- 


Visit us at Cairo Telecomp, -ge - Cairo Int. Conf^nce Centre 
November 25 - 28 / Hall No. 3 Booth No. 3.30 


IVe make the things that make communications work. 


e 1996 Lucas Tbdwdogia 











